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tled, Vindicie Miniſteris E- 


Vangelici, is in my judgment ſo im- 
pregnable(as tending to comett the 
{hamefull abuſe of theſe Times, 


preach publiquely unto the People) 
and fo judiciouſly and ſafficiently: 
handled, that I approve it worthy 


His Polemicall T reatile, inti.| 


wherein men having no Calling, 
preſumptuouſly take upon them the} 
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VINDICIA 


+: MINISTERII EVANGELICI;* 
A Vindication of the great Ordinance of God, 


vize A GOSPEL+ MINISTRY; Inwhich . 
theſe enſuing Queſtions are ſhortly PEN” 
” diſcult, 4: | ea jFHHC% Os {Cri $8: #71 


"1. hetber wader the Goſpelt there be ſuch a funftion as the Miniſtry ; viz" to Hy 16) 
ſome particular perſons appointed to preach the word, and adminiſter the Sa" + 
craments. 

2. Whether no more be required for thu ſunttion,to authorize men ordinarily, to 
preach, —_—_ and apply $criptures,then that they have gif1ts,and be defered # 

| to 1xerciſe them, 

< 3, Whether thoſe that ordinarily preach, open and apply Scriptures, muſt be ſet 

apart by the Presbytery. 

| 4. Whether 168 laying 01 of the bands of the Presbytery can be omitted in Scriptus 

ral! Ordination without ſite 

5. Whether Chriſtians that make a conſcience of bearing the Word of Gad, can 
without fn heare ſuch preach,open or apply Scriptures,as are not ordained, but 


meerly gifted &c In which, 
n wnic 
The Affirmative part of the firſt and third queſtions, and the Nega- 


tive part of the three others is maintained, and rhe judgments of roddke, Di- 
vines in them held forth ; And all the confiderable Arguments on the con- 
rrary parts brought by Anabaptiſts,Socinians, Eraſtians, Separatiſts, 8c, are an- 
ſwered, and whar is already aniwered to them by Zaxchy, Aretius,Chenmitins, 
Martyr,Calvin,Ruberford, Gilleſpy,Seaman,and others,is gathered up and pre- 
ſenced, togerher with the Authors owne opinion and anſwer where he hath 
Judged i it needfull ro adde any thing, 


By John Collings, M.A, & Freacher of Gods Word in Norwich, 
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Neque probamus dogma Anahaptiſticum i umicuigy licere fungi Miniſterio, Zanchius in 
quartum przceptum, p.779, v.plura,772+ Eſs igitur dogna ſeditioſum & diabsli. 
cum, dogma Anabaptifticun de hominibus fine diſirimine permittendis funionem Eg- 
cleſraſticam ſuſcipere, &+ Ectleſiam doceres Ibid. 


Rom. 10-. 14, 15. How ſhall they heare without a Preacher ? and how ſha they 
preach except they be ſent ? 
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To all in the Nation, that deſire to] 
walke in their Relations, as becomes | 
the Goſpell of the Lord Ieſus Chrilt ; 
whether they be ſuch as are to take 
care for the ſending forth of Labourers 
into the Lords Yineyard, or more pri. 
vate Chriſtians ; whether ſuch as be. 
more emixeutly gifted , and conceive 
themſelves fitro teach others, or ſuch as 
only defire to be taught according to 

. the truth of the Goſpel. 


Hononred and Beloved inthe Lord, 
=AT is the opinion of ſome, That 

the Originall cauſe of all the mir 
| ſeries of the ſonnes of men, was 
; an ambition in Adam and Eve to 
| be above their Maker; That they 
| aſpired toanequality with him is 


| plaine, Gen.3-v.5. this itch of pride and ambition 
hath run in through our firft Parents blood, _ 
a rhe 


Tothe Reader. 


the veins of every ſoule. There was never in the 
world any Will-worſhip,Þurt a fpirituall Chymiſt 
chat will trace it into its neft, will find it callow 
intheſe cauſeszever ſince the Devill befooted man, | 
he hath ad a vanity to thinke himſelfe wiſer then 
God. Hence it is that the ſonnes of men have becn 
continually giving Lawes to themſelves, and it 
hath been the ſence in ſhort of every cortupt heart 
continually : We will not have this God to reione 


) 


ever #5, Princes corrupted have difdained to 
make him their Counſellor, and corrupt Prieſts 
have difdained to take him for their High- Prieſt, 
yea there-is not the meaneſt worme but hath an 
higher opinion of the imaginations of his owne 
heart, forthe guide of his wayes then of the Word 
of Ged, and fcornes too to make that a /zght to his 
feet, and a lanthorne to hu pathes. Reaſon is the | 
great Idoll of corrupt foules; ſome ſpeake plaine 
and cell us there is no other God but what dwels 
in us, and Reaſon is he3 the molt ſpeake it in ef- 
fe& : For how few are thereeither amongſt Prin- 
ces or people, that will vaile their Reaſon to a di- 
vine Precept ? and in truth whoever cannot doe it 
advanceth himſelfe above him whom he calleth 
God, and adoreth himſclfe in ſtead of his Maker, 
and is as much an Idolater as he that howeth down 
to a graven Image. This ſinne is the fountaine of 
all Diſobediezce, and the Originall of all quarrels 
betwixz God and man : Man quarrels with God, 
becauſe he will not let him rule himſelfe 3 and 
God with man, becauſe man will not let him rule 
over |} 
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| Tothe Reader. 


over him. God hath begun to contend, and w1ll I 
feare yet contend more with the policies of the 
Earth, for not ſubmitting tothe righteouſneſle of 
his Lawes, ſo much carnall wiſdome as is mixt 
in a Nations Lawes, which 1s contrary to the 
divine wiſdome of the great Law giver, ſo much 
rottennefle there is in the bones of that Nation. 
Carnall policy pleads for toleration for the 7dbla- 
ter and Blaſphemer, for leagues with laters, for 
frengthening of Nations, [If the Law of God ſpeaks 
otherwiſewe may ſpare, but God ſhall ſmite ws for 
it 3 we may mike /eagues, but they (hall not ſtand, 
I never looke to ſee a Nation eſtabliſhed in peace, 

till Moſes his five Books be to the Rulers of it in 

ſtead of BraiFon, and Cooke, and Inſtinian, oc. 

Thoſe that examine will find that all the plead- 

ings of corrupt hearts againſt the Judiciall Law 

(ſo far as it is an Appendix to the Morall) For 


| the patterne of Lawes to Nations are founded in 


this itch of corruption, to advance our owne rea- 
ſon above the Lords will. 

But if intheordering of policies and Common» 
wealths, and our particular converſations , our 
proud hearts will needs give Lawes to our ſclves ; | 
yet one. would think there ſhould be ſo mnch in. | 


 genuity left in man, as to be direted by the Lord 


in thoſe things which concerne his Worſhip, yet 
even in this man could never put the neck of his 
Reaſon under the Lords feer. No ſooner had 
the Lord given the Jewes a rule for his Worſhip, 
and forbidden them a werſhipping of him by 
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| From hence was the Apoſtacy and Idolatry of the 


[che Churchof Chriſt fromthe fluttery of carne 


with men, 


. ow” .1 
yreven Images, but their reaſon telling of them: 


this ſcore. Hence it was that the Jewes under the 


Te 


” 


that an Image would put them better in mind of 
{choveb, they bow downe to a Calfe, Ex0d.32, 
In ſhort, there was no Idolatry or Will-worſhip 
which we have read of, but was brought in upon 


Goſpellſabmitted not to the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, 


latter times, All the fopperies of the Romiſh 


was roated here. Why tzeceling ratber than fitting 
at the Lords Table ? but becauſe reafon told them 
it was the more reverent poſture. Thus man would 
never be content that the Lord ſhould give Lawes 
to his owne houſe, like a ſullen ſervant, that will 
net let his Maſter rule his owne Family by his' 
owne will and according to his owne pleaſure, 
In all Ages there have been ſome or other of 
corrupt hearts, who upon this ſcore have corrup- 
tedthe DoQrine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline of t 
Church. And hence it is that there have been fo 
frequent need of Reforwations. 
The worke of which hath only been to purge 


reaſon, to reduce againe the wiſzowe of corrupt 
hearts, and to bring it in obedience to the wiſabme 
which is from above, which is accounted folly 


This was the great VWorke which God put in- 
to our Parliaments hands inthe yeare 1641,8%c- 


Charch are founded upon this foundations All the | 
ſuperſtition of the Prelates,the Altar-worſhip, &c, 


And! 
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t when there was ſcarſe a 
| Arke, bur a tender conſcienced Chriftian taſting 
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And it was but time for ſome to undertake it, 
t of Manna in the Lords 


was ready to cry, Death & inthe por. 

Our Docrine was corrupted with Popiſh, Ar- 
minian and Socinian Principles ;, I meane the Do- 
arine preached in all parts of the Nations, 

Our Wor ſhip polluted with Romitſh crivgings,and 
Altar-wor ſhipping, and a fardell of unwritten Ce- 
remontes. 

Our Diſcipline tazwted both in the head and 
heart, The Officers 4porryphal in their very names, 
in ſtead of Evangelical Psſtors, Teachers, Eiders and 
| Deacons, we 
hticall Biſhops, Priefs, together with arabble of 
Antichriſtian ChevceFors, Commiſſaries, Deanes, 


&c. And for their Adminiſtrations, 1n ſtead of 
excommunicating drwwkards, fornicators, &&c. we 
had every Parifh-Chnrch ringing with -Excom- 
munications againſt godly Miniſters and people 
that cou'd not fabmit to their Will-worſhip- 


' pings, and approve their abominations, 


And ſuch as were their a&0ns ſuch were ther | 
perſons, Wickednefle went forth from the Prieſt 

into the whole Land 3 Who more lewd and pro- 

phanethen thoſe that were tobe examples of hs- 

linefſe in purity of Life and DoQrine ? 

It pleafed our Worthies aſſembled in Parli- 

ament to ſet their ſhoulders tothe L ords worke, 


and to begin tocleanſe his houſe. 
To 


uncircumciſed Archbifhops, Pre-| 


Þrebends,Cantons,Choriſters Profitors, Singing-men, |. 
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| To this end godly Miniſters were reſtor'd, &ſcan- 


| 4zxg Fill) Apocryphall Officers were taken away, 


| ſhould conſult the Scriptures concerning the 


"Tothe Reader. © | 


dalous Popiſh Prieſts ejefted ( Fer what # the ſal 
that hath lo#t its ſruor goed for but 10 b: thrown em the 


and their irregular atings forbidden A learned 
and godly Aſſembly was choſento conſult and ad- 
viſe concerning a Deretory for Worſhip, a Confeſ- 
(ion of Faith, and a forme of Diſcipline, Aﬀer a 
long time, and many ſerious debares, all of them 
were preſented to them, and by their Civill San- 
Ction ratified and confirmed, 

And that the forme of ſound DoQrine might 
be kept, and Ecclefiaſticall adminiſtrations pure- 
ly and regularly adminiſtred, it pleaſed the Parl!. 
ament further to take care that the Aſſembly 


Will of God, for the regular Ordination and ap. 
pointing of ſuch as ſhould miniſter in the things 
of God, both preaching the Word and admini- 
ſtring 5acraments,8&c. and at laſt toeftabliſh an 
Order for the Scripturall ordination of ſuch as ſhould| 
be aut bor12:410 Eccleſiaſticall Adminiſtrations, pro: 
hibiting any not ſo ordained from uſurping the 
ſacred Office of the Miniſtry,&c. | 
But behold! troubles multiplying in the Na- 
tion,and the ſervants care of the Church ſ{ceping 3 
The Enemy (that alwayes fiſherh in troubled wa- 
ters)ſoweth tares. The ſame meaſure which Luther 
reforming in Germany met with, did our Refor- 
mers in En2land meet with alfo, from ren of the 
ſame principles. 


To 


»_* 


Tothe Reader. | 


To obfiru& the Reformarion of England: in 
DoRtrine, the Devill muſtired up a Legion of 4»- 
tinomians, Anabaptifts, Armijnians, Aniitrinitari- 
ans, Arians, as if all the routed compantes of E- 


vet, Stoik Muncer, Iohn a Leyden, Arminius, had 
mer at a generall rendezvous in England, and lit- 


and all the Familiſts, and Libertines, Antinomi- 
aus, &c. which were routed in New Ezpland, were 
againe liſted under ſeverall Chieftaines in #5 
N ation, 

Toobſtru the Reformation of Worſhip and Di- 


ſcipline, how many ſeverall Colours were diſplaied 


of Sedaries, the moſt pleading againſt all Govery- 
ment of the Church for the licentious liberty of 
their hearts 3 that would have theold condemned 
Atheiſicall Decree revived, Yt {iceat quo quiſque 
velit Ritu Deum colere, that every-one Might wor- 


And in order to the effe&ing of this,the Devill 
could deviſe no better ſtratagem than the declai- 
mingot the Minifteriall fantion. To befiegethis 
Caſtle 


of Eraftians, and Socinians, and Anabaptiſts, theſe 


ſtian is a Prieff to the moſt high GoJ, and hath 
authority to preach aud adminifier Sacraments , 


there needs no other calling but gifts, gc. Bur this 
ps b . being 


bron, Cerimthu, Photinus, } alentinus, Pelagius,Ser- 


ted themſelves under Be#, Stokes, Bedle, Fry, &c. 


ſhip God after the imagination of his own heart, | 


(which we truſt the Enviows one will find- 
ſcituated upon a rock) Satan muſters up Troops | 


proclame, That the world hath been cheated with | 
the Notion of a 4ſinifteriall calling. Every Chri-. 


I, 


2, : 
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x his Plot: 


Tothe Regaen. 


being the notorious deligne of Satan and- his In-| 
ruments (having formerly indeavonred in vaine| 
rocorrupt) now to deſtroy the Miniſtry, I ſhall] 
deſire you but to obſerve how Satan hath managed 


Hehath ftirre&up ſome to breach Dofrines to-\ 
tha. effe; That the 'Miniftry is needleſſe, allthe 
Lords people are Prophets, this was Korahs lan- | 
guage, Num. 16; 4«ronand Moſes took upon them 
\ro0 Mich, all-che Lords people are holy, 
| Another party-he hathſut to endeavour the with- 
drawing of their maintenauce;, thus Malian the Apo: | 
ftate thought to make an end of the Miniftery 3 | 
thus the Devill would ftarve outhis enemies that 
he cannot take by ftorme 3; to this purpoſe how | 
many petitions have been-preſented (though blef- 
ſed be God he hath-hitherto ſtopt our Rulers ears | 

ainſtthem.) for taking away of tythes, and thax | 
f Kr ſpight was againſta livelihoodfor the Mini-| 
try, is/plainez fat you never yet heard thoſe Peti- 
tioners petitionthat firſt another way of mainte-| | 
nance might be ſetled, yet theſe (innocent men!) | 
' would not- deſtroy: the Miniſtry, no, they would: 
only ſtarve them ; not ſteb them; no, only ſuck, 
away their blond.” Pont SIS Fj 
I. third: party Satav ſets 19 diſcredit their Do- 
rine ;theſetrumpet it abroadrhat the Miniſters 
preach lies, their DoErine is falſe, and to, this: 
end they Print and Preach, andwreſtthe words 
; of their Teachers, and cavill at the expreſſions 
which they do not underſtand, 
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A fourth projet he hath, is to ſet a party to ſnare 
their conſciences upon civil acconttts ; thus the'accu- 
ſers of the three children __ them, They re- 
gard not thee O King; thus the 

Daniel, Dan,g. And where is the place that Sa- 


ran hath not ſome lying in Ambuſeado in, for this 


0 — 


| ſolicitations ag2inft the Miniſters of the Gofpel, 
Theſe are they that tronble Iſraell ; That keep the | 


; , :  re©g:n'3 :1tneh s ; » k._- 
| Office; hehe 15 proclamed, and practiſed too, a 
ty heoy, a8 dy callit,iFhe| 


End? -to fill the Eares of thoſe in Authority with 


people from yeelding obrdience; Till they be remo- 
vedno-quter muſthe expeRed, &c. T 
- A fifth pt6je& he hath, © ts Toad rhe Miniſters 
of the Gafpell with opprobridua termes, this is like 
thebemuthming of the fleſh, in order to the cut- 
tirg off of the Joytit z whoſt Eares do not tingle 
wirh hearih}'&dery fi thy month revitmg che pre- 
rious ſetvantsofChriſt with the tertnes of Preefts, 
Buals Priefis, Blick -coats, Incendiaries, &c, 
A fixth proje& is, 4A Gererall nſwrpation of the 


liberty for any one to; lit, 
have but gifts; and it 1s an eafie inference, 7f| 
they may preach thty may xdminifter Sacraments too 3 
2nd then what needany Miniſters ? This is the 
-great deſign of Satan this'day. And he that runs 
may read how nfvnbly and cloſe he proſecutes it. 
= Lord rebuke him 3 Truly be prevailes fo far, 
t _ 
' I; #9 biRÞ atk many Profeſſors, acquainted with 
Mhe wages v GM>(abfercbe to bis Cretd, = 


Princes charged | 


2, Thefalthof nary others begins to faile, they 
[- b 2 are 
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are ready to think, The great Ordinance of the 


| inthe hearts of the Profeflors of England, that 


Tothe Reader. 
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Miniſtry will be prevailed againſt, and their eyes | 
ſhall ns more ſeetheir Teachers... — 4 8 Th 
It is not my way.to deale in Controverſial! 
| points, nor do I at: all delight in it, Bur, that T| 
might uphold the faith of Profeſſors againſt the 
malice of Satan,and if it were poſible,convince 0- 
thers that they kick againſt the-pricks.. 
| Thave been willing to crofle my Geniusto diſ- 
charge my duty inthis enſuing Treatiſe, which 
may poſſibly cure prejudice if it. be read without 
it. And.I hope there is ſo muctr ingenuity-yet left 


have been miſguided in theſe erroneous times, 
that if it be made appeareto them from-Scripture 
| that.the.c Miniſtry w 4 Goſpell-Ordinance,which maſt 
continge till Chrif come. 2., That Gifts ao-not make 
a Miniiter,, 3. That whoſoever #4 true Miniſter of 
the Goſpell muſt be ſolemnly ſet. apart tothe worke by 
4 Presbytery;. They..will be then very tender.of en- 
deavouring toppluckche fers out of Chriſts cight 
hand,. toundermine the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in.his 
great Ordinance for converſion of ſoules-3 and al. 
ſo take heed of uſurping, that Office which none 
ought to take to himſelf. A 


ww 
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— However, I am confident I ſhall ſupport-the 
faith of ſome that begin to doubt that the Lord is 
about to root out the Miniſtry, &c. If 1 have made 
it good ( as I hope I have.) tþat. the, preathivng of | 
yo x have only gifts, and are defired to exerciſc| 
them,is aſin, and warrantable by. no Scripture | 


2  _ then] 
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then let Socinians and Eraſtians do it, and Armini- 


| avs and Secinian3do it, but ſurely none that feare 


the Lordwill preſume todo it. Ler me particu. 
farly addrefſe my ſelf to ſeverall ſorts. 

QO you that are to take carethat the people be taught 
the Goſpell of Chriſt intruth and ſincerity ; remem- 
ber rhat you are the ſervants of Chrilt in this 
work,you are totake care that Preachers be diſper- 
ſed into the corners of the Nation, and how ſha/ 
they preach except they be ſent? That the Magiſtrates 
Miſſion is ſuſficient to authorize a' Preacher was 


[never the Do&rine of any. Church of Chriſt, 


nor hath it the leaſt footing in Scripture. Let T3- 
mothy and Titas, let the Presbyteries prove and try, 
and by-fafting and prayer, and laying on of hands, ſet 

| fan men, and commit the Gol- 
pell to thetn 3 and then do you fri&ty change them 
to Preach in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon inthe leveral] 
Cities of England; otherwiſe you may ſend ſuch 


2S the'Lordharh forbidden his houſe, ſuch as the| 
 Lord:Jeſus Chriſt will netther be with,nor bleſs, 


but ſay of them, They ran before they were ſent. 
We read in theold Teſtament of none that ſet up 
Prieſts out. of Gols order, but they alſo ſet up 
new Gods, and crefted a arw Worſhip; I am confi. 


[dent your Seules-would. tremble at the thoughts 


of the latter abomination, Jeſus Chriſt* bath 
made you overſeers: of -his. houſe, he looks you 


| ſhould ſeerhat his 4H#erits be diſpenſed; but it 


is his'orller thar' they fhonld be dealt out by Sre- 
wards, O'letnot the great Ordinance of the Mini: 


b3 


ſtry- 
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| Places>It is an ill ſign thar thoſe that wil not ſtand 


" Ta the Reader. 


fry ſuffer by your permiſhon. If it be not Chriſts 
Ordinance, let the very name be forgotten 3 but if 
it be, Their #eames ſhall be written in 4uiF that un- 
dermine it. There is a want of faithfull Teachers 
inthe Nation that are learned, and fo accompli- 
ſhed as it were tobe wiſh'd thoſe were that muſt 
ſtop the mouths of gain-ſayets. I know. not but 
private-Chriſtians well experienced in the waies 
of God, and ſound in the faith, may ſupply the 
defeRt : But let them go into the Sheepfold by 
Chriſts doore ; let them take authority to:do' it 
in Chriſts order, and then let them go and the 
Lordbe withthemythere may be a want of Captains 
in your Army, and taany private Sonldiers may 
be fit for the places, but you will expet they 
ſhould take Commiſſions before 'they take the 


a triall are conſcious to themſelves, that for fome 
defe& in faith or manners they will not be found 


| Lord dwels in many of your boſomies+/0-lethat 


faichfull, The Churchof Chrift is not;yours,but 
his, and he muſt give Laws to it, and condetning 
the Officers in it. Bp 

In the next place let me ſpeak to 

Y ou that are in military Employments ; you have 
been lookt upon as thoſe that have. in, an eminent 
manner ſervedthe intereft of the. Lord in England, 
& have put your lives in your hands for the Land: 
of ourNativity,you are the ſtrength of eheNation | 
in Creature-Eyes. Doubrhkefs the Feaxe of the! 


an Ae 


your Swords be lifred 'up againſt the Lord -Jelus 
Chriſt 


—_ 
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you, been brought in to Jeſus Chriſkby the Mr 
niſtry of B72 {and ? Have.you not beard their Do- 
Qrive, with power and rejoycod in it > Have you 
not ſeen the- Lord bleſſing-their Labours with the 
converſion of, many ſoules?. Haye you not ſeen 
the Lord ſaiting thoſe that have-been the ene- 
mies. of Godly. Miniſters even by. your hands? 
Have you not profeſſed. much.to ſet upthe King- 
dome- of Chriſt; > Dear: and; valiant F riends ! ) 
Chrifts Kingdom myſt be raled by his own Ofh- 
cers, and by:bisown Laws. Hath, the Lordemi- 
nently.giffed. any. ok you that are-Calopels,and Cap. 
taines ,. or other Officers and! Souldiers ?- Why 
might. you notthave-4 Paffor-4nd Teacher in every 
Company? VWhy.might not every Company be a: 
Church of Chriſt > Why might- nor. you. have 
Elders, and, Deagons, and. aQ: in: Church-order ? 
Hath the Lord gifted you?. Why: may, you not'be 
folemply ſet apart to the-work of the Miniflry,by: 
faſting- apd, prayer, avdimpoſition of 'hands * How 
ſhould Chriſkthen march with you ? The 41#of 
the.Lord,wauld-be amengft; you,, and youwould 
carry the Kingdome af Chriſt inra. the field to ſee} 
it in Battell: againfi-the Kingdom of, Antichriſt > 
Whileyqua& out.ok this. order,. and giveevery! 
one leavetq exerciſe his gifts, I beſeech- you cop- 
ſider, 1, Ds 7198 you break Chrifts order ? How, ſhall, 
they, preach that are not-ſent;2 2, 15.4t\2et: peſcble 
that many, Ieſuited Sophiſters nuaer the. protection of 


Chriſta this great OrdinancezHave-not many of 


| 


4 


| 


_ [{tberty may creep in,andby their ſubtlety ſteale in 
l; | undiſcerned : 
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undiſcerned poyſon into the fouls of many?O that 
as you have pretended that the intereſt and King- 
dome of Jeſus Chriſt is your intereft, and prect- 
ous in your eyes, fothat you would let it appeare 
by a tendernefle of every piece of Goſpell- order, 
eſpecially of what is of ſo great a concernment as 
this is. Doubtleſs that place, Rom. Ie. 14,15, 
Evinceth that a ſent-preaching Miniſtry i the ordi- 
nary means of converting ſoules to Teſas Chriſt, 
Let me now ſpeak ts you my Brethren that are 
private Chriſtians, whom the Lord hath endued|_ 
with more eminent gifis than ethers, that the Lord 
ſcemes to have markt you out for ſome greater! 
ſervice than in family-relations. 
Hath the Lord created in you « deſire to the work 
of 4 Biſhop ? 1f-it be regular, it is not only to the 
work, butto the office 3 andif” any deſire the office 
of 4 Biſhop be deſires a good thing, 1 Tim. 3.1. 
friends ! my hearts deſire and prayer to 

God, is, that the number of Labourers in Gods 
Vineyard might be ten times as great as it is, for 
truly the harveſt & great, andthe Labourers ave few, 
only let none venture in that cannot anſwer ſuch a 
queſtion as this, By what authority doſt-thou theſe 
things, erwho gave thee this authority > AllthatT 
ſhall beg of you is, That you would not run before 
you are ſent, this is all the block I ſhall lay in your 
way, all the ſtop I ſhall make in your journey. 
It s the Ordinance of God that theſe that take wpon 
them topreach, imerpret, and apply Scriptures, ſhould 


208 only be gifted, and defired, but ſolemnly ſet apart 
6) | 
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by faſtinz and prayer, and laying on of the hand'ss 

T us. _ Obſerve bi th is order,and go _ 
preach 1d the bleſſing of the Lord bewirh you : 

{ am miſtaken if there 'be any true principled 
Presbyterians, that in ſtead of hindring you,would 
not rejoyce to be imployed in ſending-you our: 
(with reſpe&'to the places whither you go,) it 
would be the joy of our hearts to ſee the empty 
places of the Nation,and thoſe that are filled with 
Popiſh ſcandalous Miniſters, filled with ſuch Pa. 
ſtors as feare rhe Lord,and have a competent mea- 
ſure of Miniſteriall gifts, though they be not fo 
accomplifhed-as thoſe who have been bred up in 


conſcience of undertaking that ſerious work in 
Chriſts order, that. you may: preach like thoſe 
that have authority, not as thoſe that r« before 
they areſent, Let me but propounda few things to 
be conſideredby yon. - 

| Conſider, That you have wo cleere Scripture pre- 
'cepe or preſident to warrant you : your prafice is 
Apocryphall, this you will find made good inthe 
enſuing Treatiſe, indeed many Scriptures are pre- 
rended, bat if youduly weighthem you will find 
none concluding your caſe, bring your praRice 
tothe Law andto the Teftimony, and you will find 
there is 18 light in it, The Goſpell knows no Prea- 
chers, but either had an extraordinary, or an ordi- 
nary Miſſion: i It:is-2 known rule, that Conſcients- 
0us Chriftians ſhould undertake no civill a@rons for 
which they have not either a generall, or particular 
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the Schooles of Learning. Only Brethren make a| 
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[expreſs warrant in the Goſpel, Now let but one in- 
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warrant in the Word of God, But tothings relating 
tothe Worſhip of God it is a Gewera//rule, (in 
which our Brethren and we have |lgÞg ſince 
agreed,) That nothing owg ht ts be done without au 


—_— 
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{ {tance be produced ont of the New Teſtament of 
| afly private Chriſtian not endued with the extraordi- | 
nary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt which are now ceaſed, that 
mn a time when ordinary Preachers might be bad, or 
at any time, in an orderly Goſpell-Church ( not difþer: 
ſc) undertock the work of ordinary preaching opening 
[anda plying Scripture, being nettber Apoitle, Evan- 
wy Prophe, Paſtor, nor Teacher, ; 
Secondly, conſider how danvgerom 4 thing it is 
to nſarpe an Office; that Preaching is an Act of 
| Office, you will nd proved in the enſuing Trea- 
tile it belongs to the Office, 1 Tim, 3, 1. of a Bi- 
ſhop, 1-T#.5.9. How dreadfully did the Lord 
witneſſe againſt Korah, Dathan, and Abiram for 
attempting this violation of his order ? The in- 
ſtances of Sewland Yxzeh for uſurping the Prieſts 
Office are ſuch as may make tender ſpirited Chri- 
ſtians tremble, yet they might have as much to 
ſay. as our ;Brethren have from 1 P#t.2.9. where; 
Chriſtians are called a Regal Priefthesd, for the! 
Lord had-told that whole Nation, Exe, 19.6. 
Thatthey ſhould be « king dome of Prieſts, and an 
holy Nation, 
Thirdly, 1s it not harmeleſs ts learne > (My Bre- 
thren) are any of you ſotaught that you need no 
Teacher ? He that thinketh be knoweth- any this 


power | 
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knoweth nothing as be onght to know it. ( faith the 

Apoftle,) David thought it honourable enough 
for him to be a dvore keeper in the Honſe of the Lord, 

[s it not eaſter to receivethan to give fuck? Who 
afpireth to rhe Crown bur he that knows not the 
| quiet of a SubjeRs head above a Princes ? who 

deſires not rather ro be a Sojourner than to rule a 
great Houſe bur thoſe that never tryed the latter ? 
for, 

Is it not hard is teach ? My beloved friends ! we 
are with you iti much feere and rrembling , and 
| when we have conſulted the Original, weighed the 
Coherence of a Text, compared our thoughts with 
| che thoughts of many other Divines, and chiefly 
compared a Sctiprure with other Scriptures, yet 
are we trembling, and fee canfe to cry unto the 
Lord with Sc 4##3s ( before our Interpretation 
of Scripture) Fac Domine, Grant Lord that we 
| aay nettber be deceived our ſelves inthe wnderſtand- 
ing of thy will ynor deceiv8 others by a falſe imerpreta-\ 
tiow ;. It is one of the greateſt pieces of High 
Treaſon againſt the Almighty to adulterate the 
Coine of his Word, and wreft his meaning : If 
we had nothing elſe to do but te conſult the Origi- 
nall, to compare Scripture with Scripture, and 
toconſider the coherence, (which are neceſlary to 
any true interpretation of Scripture) and then 
to caſt our thoughts into order, that we might 
communicate them ts you, we ſhall find it a work 
impoſſible to be diſpatcht in ſo little time as we 
know is the al you can ſpare from your neceſlary 
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| ſupplied the neceſſities of Þis Primitive Church, 
it will yet be hardto provethat inthe Agewe live|. 


callings,eſpeciallyconfideringthere lies a duty up 
on you towards your Families, that-they may not 
be Ignorants while you are Teachers of ohers, leſt 
you proveworſe than /»fidels ;. when the Apoſite 
cryedout,  Whe « ſafſicient for theſe things ? can we 
think he thought every man was ſufficient ? Sure- 
ly none will ſay they have their ſufficiency from 
immediate revelation , for although the Lord fo 


in(being leſt with.ordinary meanes) God ſo dif: 
covers himfelfe to any inthe negleR of them, Ti- 


buſwmeſs, that haprofiting mig ht appeare to all, It is 
much to be feared; that thoſe who in. theſe daies 
begin their preachings with, The Y:ſion ofthe Lord, 
areof thenumber of thoſe, /er.2 3.16, thatmake 


Which think to cauſe the Loras people to forget his 
name by their dreames which they tell every man to 
bis Neighbaur- But further Chriltians ! 


this is the great (inof our Age, Parts are advan- 
ced inſtead of Grace, and Grace is ſwallowed up 
in parts; 'this was the great-fin of - the Church of 


| 


Corinth ; the Spot that ſpoyled their beanty 3 the'{tn 
that laid tlicir glory in 54e duſt; this made them 


the people waine, ſpeaking 1he wiſion of their own | 
heart, ad not out of the mowh: of the Lord, ver.27.| 


1 wothy. was commanded ( in order to his accom: |- 
pliſhment for the Miniſteriall work ) t9 meditate| 
#pon Pauls words, to give himſelfe wholly up to bu| 


Doth-not your pradtice argue that you are toomuch | 
taken with ihe conceit' of your own parts ? This, O|. 


p 


call 
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© would be acontention.concerningthe Miniſtry, 
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calt in queſtion Paz/s Miniſtry, and Apoftleſhip» |* ©2457 
The Apoſtles were faoles for Chriſts ſake, but they ; 
were wiſe in Chriſt ; the Apoſtles were weak, but 
they were ſtrong ; the Apoſtles were deſpiſed, but 
they. were honenrable; the Apoſtles were poore 
empty fellows, but they were fall andrich, That 
famous churchabounded in many gifts,«!tcraxce,) 
knowledge, &c, and their knowledge paft them up 
to think higher of themſelves than hey ought, and 
this ended in an #:aving at the Ainiſtry, to thruſt 
it out of the.church, as-may be diſcerned bythe 
Epiſtle of Clemens tothem, wherein he vindicates| , 
the Office of the Miniſtry. —— Apoſtolinobis 4| 14 cointh.nho 
Chrifto Evangel:zaverunt,lifſus Chriitus a D eomiſ-| 1\ved Seton 
[us enim oft Chriſkus 4 Des, &c. © The Apoltles, | ter chrit. 
« ſaith he, preached the Goſpell to us, being fent 
& from Chriſt; Chriſt was ſent from God, the 
*« Apoſtles from him, and both was dore orderly 
© according-to-the will of God, for they recei 
« ving- commands ,. and 'by the Reſurrection of 
« chriſt being fully aſcertained;and confirmed by 
&« the Word of God, in a cetrtaine confidence 
« from the Holy Ghoſt; they ſer upon their work, 
« declaring that the KizgJom: of God was come, 
«2nd preaching the. Word: in Cities, and Reg'.. 
« ops, &Fc. and appoynted Elders, and Deacons 
<« over thoſe that believed. The Apoſtlcs ( faith 
« he)knew from our Lord Jeſus chriſt that there 


<« 2nd for this reaſon they appointed the Officers, 
« 1foreſaid,aud left Officers,and Offices deſcribed 
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{forthe Church afterwards, that approved men 
*« might ſucceed them when they were dead in 
«their places, and execute their Offices : and 
& (faith he) for ſuch as are ſo appointed by them, 
*or of other famous men their Succeflors with 
«the conſent of the Church 3 who have ſerved 
*rhe Fold of Chriſt humbly, and blamelefly, 
* without diſturbing it, ec. and who of alo 

'*rime have had a good report of all, we judge 
| that they cannot be put out of their Oſfice with- 
© out iojury. Thus he to that Church which was 
then mutining againſt its Miniſters, as appeares 
by another clauſe of that Epiſtle, where he tells 
them, It was a ſhameſull thing that the famous 
Church of Corinth ſhould Centra Presbyteres _ 
tionem movere, raiſe a fedit ion againſt Miniſters; 
and bids them who laid the firft foundation of thar 
ſchiſme in obedientia ſubditi eftete Pretbyters, to be: 
[obediently ſubje& to their Elders, and bowing 
the knees of their hearts tobe infiruQed in repen- 
tance,&c, all along his Epiſtle he makes their fin 
of Eccleſiaſticall ſedition to be the Daughter of 
their Pride,in regard of their own parts and abili- 
ties, &c. And truly, to-cure the Spirituall itch 
that is in many after the minifteriall FunRion, 
there needs: no more than hamilty be preſcribed 
to take down the tympany of their conceited, and 
| difeaſed gifts; the humble ſoule will ſtartle at fo 
great a work, and cry out, Lord let me be taught, 


as for the work of teaching, Feds Tavrae Tis Ixar©, 
who & ſufficient for theſe things. ; 


| 
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 Haveyougifts, and # there no 0ther way is im- | 
prove them ? The woman that hath gifrs is yet 
commanded to keep ſilence inthe Church, and to 
learneof her husband at howe, her Husband is a 
Teacher there; O that you would thus lay our 
your gifts, teach your wives, and teach your chil. 
dren and ſervants, an4 leave publike teaching to 
publike Officers ; Do you ſametivves meet together # 
| And isthere no other profitable exerciſero ſpend 


or fifteen yeares fince when the power of Goadli- 
| nefſe was more a great deale in faſhion than it is 
[now 3 and the world was more full of mort ified, 
humble, tri& walking Chriſtians,that I (rhough 
little more than a child then) was often at fuch 
meetings, where one or other uſually repeated 
one or more Sermons: ( lately heard) and ſome 
others praid; there was a great deale more fruit 
| ſeen of ſuch ſpending their time in private mee- 
tings than onrlate ( prophecying) meerings have] 


thew of gifts, .but a great deale more ſhew of 


produced. Chriſtians then made not ſo much] 


gracethan they now do 3 then they kept Merchants! 


[your time in but this ? I can remember fonrteene| . 


ſhops, now but Pedlers ftalls, where every trifling 
= of Ribband is ſet forth, Further yet my Bre- 
thren, 

Enquire and ſee, hath not this praQice been 
generally condemsned by all the Churches of Chriff, by 
the moſt old Orthodox puritans,aud Non-conformiſts? 
I do not fay their Judgements were infallible, 


| 


but humbleChriſtianswill rather think they may 
ba 


_ 


| Chriſt, that this praftice bath fill'd us ſofull of 


Tothe Reader. 


be deceived than ſo many worthies of the Lord 
who knew ſo much of his ſecrets as they did, yea, 
and it (according to the pleading of theſe times) 
the Providence of God be an Argument. 

Hath nor the Lord witneſſed againſt this pra. 
Ctice, by permitting it tobe the mother of the confs- 
ſion and drviſion of Churches, and of many of thoſe 
errors, and hereſies, and blaſbhemies for which the 
Land meurncs thu day > I have heard that herewas 
the fountaine of thoſe' ſad breakings out in the 
Cl:urches of New- England, which occaſioned the 
Apoſtacy of ſo many profeflors there, and ne-' 
ceſſicared the Churches ro cut off ſo many unruly 
Members, Ir is ſure enough that Thouſands in 
Englaud have been thus tainred and perverted, and 


Ee 


drawn away from the truths of the Lord Jeſus 


Anebaptiſts, Aminomians, Vniverſaliits, Seekers, 
Ranters, &c. Thoſe that enquire into the riſe of 
theſe tations, where the neſt of any of them is, 
will be abundantly ſatisfied in the truth of this, 
And now(my beloved Brethren)let me beſeech 
you in the name and feare of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ( for I truſt there is muchof his feare in 
many of you;) I beſeech you Brethren,as in Chriſt's 
ſtead, as yourtender the peace of your own ſoules,and 
the ſoules of others, and the peace of the Churches of 
Jeſus Chriſt, if yet there be any love in you to the 
Goſpell of Chriſt, and to the order ot it, and to 
the traths of Chriſt, which ſhould be preciousto| 
them that feare him. Take heed to your ſelves, 
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that by advancing your parts you betray not your 
emily that to gaine your ſelves a credit, you di/- 

credit not the Goſpell and profeſſion of the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, Think not of your ſelves above whar 
you ought todo: Leſt by thinking and ſhewing 
your ſelves ſomething in gifts, you prove your 

ſelves little or nothing in grace: Be willing rather 

to be!avght, than aſpire to be Teachers ; or if you 

will be Teachers, be content to go out with Autho- 

rity, that the Churches and Profeſſors of Exg- | 
land be not the reproach of all the Churches of 
Chriſt 3 that the errowrs and hereſies of the Nation 
(the atcount for which will be heavy at thegreat 
day ) be not juſtly charged upon you for brea- | 
king Chriſts Goſpell-order. But alas! ſuchan 
itchof pride,and ſelf-advancinghath tainted many 
of tle Profeſſors in Bnelaxdthat I cannot hope to 
prevaile with all. Ler me therefore ſpeak to you 
that are humble Chriftians,and content-to be the 
Lords Y allies, only to lye low and receive the r4jne 
of his Word ; If ſuch as are nor ſent will preach, 
yet do not you tranſgrefle in Hearing. O that 
I could lament enough for the ;# ability and was- 
towneſeof Engliſh Chriſtians, for the #nconſc:on- 
able hearing of the Word of God, which is the Ept- 
demicall ſin of Englands Profeſſors. The mavſt look 
|upon hearing Sermons but as a Naturall Action, 
and heare-the everlaſting Goſpell but like a tale 
that is told, Where is the Chriftianthar either 
takes heed what he heares, or how he beares, yet 
they are both great Gol] 4. LAY E5 
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If Chriſtians that pretend to Chriſt would 
take heed what they heare, they would alfo be con- 
ſcientions whom they _ 3 for __ _ rar 

rapes of thiſlles, or figs of thornes Surely a little 
5,996 Air tell f fro t6at he than ſhonld 
be heard mult be fairhfufl and able to reach, ſound 
inthe faith, one that preacheth with antherity, one 
that hath meditated upon thoſe things be prea- 
ches, and given up himſelf wholy tothem 3 not one 
thaterrs in the fundamental truths of Chriſt,not one 
rhat runs before 4e 55 ſext, who can ſpeak nothing 
from Chrift to the ſoule,. no- more than 4h1- 


| 


7442 could to-David{whoonly ran by permiſſion) | 


but when he camethere could fay nothing. Surely 
they would nct ſpend that time which ſhould be 
ſpent in a conſcientions waiting upon the publike 

dinatces of Chriſt, in hearing ſuch, as neither 
have time to meditateupon what they fpeak, nor 
give up themſelves .wholly.to their work, Did 
c hriftiansmake a conſcience bow they beard, ſure. 
ly they would not go out to heare, making this 
only their end, to heare what tbry will ſy that ſpeak 
to make themfelves matter of /«ugiwer- and Jif-: 
courſe, yet this is all the account I ind themoſt ean 
giveof their hearings of this nature. My deare 
Friends ! as 4 man mocks another, ſo will 


a ſnare and ruine to your immortall Soules.. | 
I know have writ in a perillous time, and at a 
great diſadvantage , what the Father complained, 


wc. wU MS 
2 . 


wock che | 
Almighty in his Ordinances; Take heed this be not | 


that the whole world was turned Arrian may be 
| turned 


| 


A 


— 


- ]that hath been ſo fall of State Levelers, there 
{ ſhould alſo be a faQion of Church Levellers allo: 
| But hearken to the Lord by his Prephet, er. 23. 


——_— 


| verſall Preachjng,and Univerſall Heering 3 and no 


|ſbo 


Tothe Reader, 
eurr'd upon us. This Ordizance is every where 
ſpoken againſt; The 4£»i#ry both in thename 
and thing is grown a derjſion and an abomination , 
The cry of our Age is for liberty ſo much, that the 


moſt are for Gods Incloſures to be made Com: | 
moons, Our Age is much for Yniverſaities, Uni- 


wonder, when even Jeſus Chriſt is made an Y##- 
verſall Redeemer, that petty Y#iverſalities ſhould 
be in faſhion too 3 no wonder that in this Age, 


32+ Behold I am againſt them that Prophecy falſe 
dreames ( faiththe Lord) who are they ? ver. 31. 
Thoſe that uſed their rongues, and faid, He ſaith, 


theſe the Lord witneſſeth, thoſe that as rel them, 
and canſe my people to erre by their lies, and by their 
ligne, yet / ſent them wot, either commanded 
thems, therefore they ſhall not profit thi people at all, 
ſaith the Lord, For the Prophets themſelves, God 
is as them ( he ſaith) for their preaching it 

d n0t at all profit the people , andwhy 2 there- 
fore (ſaith the Text ) becauſe they prophecied, yet he 
ſent them not, nor commanded them. Heare and trem- 
ble you that ſeare the Lord, and yet are ſo ready to 
ſacrifice your ears tothoſe that have no authority 
from God to your ſoules; you go out to heare un- 
der the curſe of God, baving this aſſurance, that 


ver.21, Thoſe that were not ſent, yet ran, againſt| 


— — 


their preaching ſhall not profit at all; tell me then no 
A 2 more _ 


Pr INS 


—_—— ww. 


—_— 


' = —— . 


Fothe Reader. | 


ME— 


| more what ſweet truths you heare, how much is vot 
by hearing ſuch an exerciſe, how much you: 
| learne, &c, Here's the Word of the Lord againſt 


is but a diabolicall deluſion, 

I am ſenſible enough that by this Treatife I 
haveendeavoured to ſtrengthen an Ordinance of 
Chriſt which moſt :bink falling 3 but beſides thar, 
I amot another beleefe ( mavgre all the rage and 


pull down thoſe ſtars which the Lord Chriſt hath 
declared himſeifeto hold in his right hand: I fay, 
beſides this I am ſatisfied in what FE have done, 
with the ſpeech that Luther was ſometimes wont 
to encourage timorous Melanchton with, Si nes 


& eſto ruat, mallens ego cum Chriſto ruere quam cum 
(aſare ſtare, There have ll ſet my reſt; If the Mi. 
niſtery falls Chriſt muſt fall too, and his: Word 


mers) out-live the Kingdome of chriſt-in Eng- 
land, Poſſibly it maybe reſolved ſohere, that if 
ſome may have their wills it ſhall fall. But as Zu- 
ther ſaid, Longe aliter in coelo, &c, the reſolutions 
of men, and of the cternall God will be found 
differing in the end concerning this matter. : 


Reader;I ſhall defirc thee not to read this book 


this drceit of yonr hearts, and your fancy of profitine | 


malice of hell ) it cannotenter tnto-my thonghts | 
that rhe fars that are fallen from heaven ſhould} 
have fo maligne a reflex, powerfull influence as to} 


and Kingdome muſt fall: Even Chriſt the great | 
[Ruler of the Worl?, and I had rather perifh with | 
| chriſtrhan (to ſtand with Hereticks and blaſphe- 


Reemu, ruet Chriſtus unaſcilicet ille regnator mandi, | 


a i 


| 


_ with} 


| Calvin, and Peter Martyrs, and Zanchy, and Chem. 


| , 


Tothe Reader. 
with Expectation of any thing new. In my ſtudy- 
ing the Cafes I find thar all the weapons of our 


Adverſaries are the ruſty tooles that the 4nabep- 
tiſts bad in Luthers times, and I have returned thee 


#it1u6 his anſwers, ſhields which they were never 
able to pierce, Thoſe ruſty Arguments were ft- 


land S9cina, and another ( of a better ſpirit than 
either of them, however the Lord ſuffered him in 


Mr Ratherford, Gilleſpy, &c; Ebe Devill- in our 
Age Fath ſhewed himſelfe more blockhead than 
ever, for I know not whether any one new Argu 
ment hath been produced. It is good for chriſti- 


begins tobe out of breath, but (poſſibly that-Ages | 
| belt weapons to defend: their. cauſe was their| 
tongues) I bave not troubled the Reader with ma- 
ay quotations of Authors ſor, 

I. For the Ancient Fathers, none that looks | 
into them and finds their Epiſtles a4 Ep:ſcopos, | 
Presbyteros, Diaconos clerum & plebem,but will tind 


ftin& from gifred Brethren. 


2. For Popiſþ writers, all that know any thing 
of them-know that they make Ordination a Sa+ 


heof it: ) 


[1cd.over againe inthe Low-countrics by Eraſiws,| 


ſome things to miſcarry ) vis. Mr Rebinſon, and| 
they were againe repelled by learned and holy | 


ans to ſee how the ſame ſpirit worketh till, and} 


their Judgemenes full enough for a Miniftry dis | 


crament, and Calvin in fome ſenſe profeſlerh he | 
could alſo call it ſa, { ſo reverent an opinion had | 


A 3; 3. For 


————— 


| 
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| ted by Dr Seaman,which hath ſpared metherrou- 


| thorick; Naked truth is moſt Lovely and defi- 


| a ſcorneor jeere, for that -is a trick the Devill 


|. peece of ſlight too, no new trick of the Cevill, 


Pn CE a 


Tote Reader. 


=. . For Latherans : 1 found many of them quo- 


ble.Sorme fewCalviniſts] have made uſe of;But in- 
deed I have been ſparing,becauſe I know our Bre- 
thren would 4ppeale to Ceſar if I had brought them 
before Feftws, they would have —o—__ the 
Rule ; thither therefore have l deſired they ſhould 
20, even To the Law and ts the Teftimony, and may 
the Lord enjoine their conſciences never to de- 
part from thar Court till they be convinced of 
this, and every Truth. 

I have not endeavoured to deceive by the So- 
phiſtry of Logick, nor the deceitfulneſle of Rhe- 


rable to thoſe who have a deſigneto efablifh, not 

to confound, to ds god andnot to ſeducetheir hea- 

rers : This I muſt profeſſe tobe my deſign. 
Poflibly what is done may be anfwered with 


hath taught his Diſciples in this Age 3 Sam, Ri- 
chardſon (hall anſwer the Londow- Miniſters, and 
Kate Chidly ſhall lay on tongue upon Mr Zd- 
wards. ( I could ſhew you that this is but anold 


tor indeed he is but playing over his old ſfooles 
games againe.) | 

Reader, if thou wilt anſwer ſoberly,through the 
leave of God,I ſball give thee as ſerious a reply as 
I can, if otherwiſe, I ſhall judge thee conſeience- 
condemned, and only ſpread thy railing paper be- 


tore the Lord, and ſay, The Lord rebuke thee. : 


Rs. ——_—_— 
— 


—— 


_ 
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Toth 
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e Reader. 


—— 
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| 


I have no more to add, but to beg of thee to 
weigh what thou readeft withour prejudice, to 
try it by the Scripture, and ſoto PraQice as thou 
dareſt to juſtifiethy praftice before the Lord Je- 
ſus at his great day of appearing,[ reft 


The meaneſt ofthe Meſſengers of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift in the ſer- 
viceofthe Goſpell, 


_Fo:CGCoritincts. 


Tathe Reader. 


Courteous Reader theſe Books following arc 
Printed for Ricbard Tomlins, and are tobe 
ſould at bis. Houſe at the Sun and Bible 
Rcare Pye-Cornery, Viz. 


I- A Cordiall for a fainting Soul, Part the firſt,in.quar- 
to, in which Book ſeverall Caſes of Conſcience 

are reſolved,being the tum of fourteenSermons delivered 

by John Collmgs, Miniſter of Gods Word in Norwich, 

2. A Cordiall for a fainting Sonle, Part the tecond, 

concerning the power of Faith, being the ſum of 22 Ser- 

mons by the ſame Author, 

3. Five choice Sermons, entitulted five Leſſons for a 

Chriſtian to learn, in Ofavo, by the ſame Author, 

4. Faith and.Experience,in Oavo,being a ſhort Nar- 
ration of the holy Life and Death of Mary S5mpſon of 
Norwich, with a Sermon added to it by Mr (ollings. 

5. Stand (till, or a Bridle for the Times, in quarto, A 
Diicourſe tending to (till the murmuring, and ſettle the 

wavering, and ſtay the wandring, by John Lrimſley Mi- 
niſter of Gods Word at Great Yarmonth, a very uſefull 
Book in theſe Times, - - 

6. The excelency of Jclus:Chriſt, or, the Faithfull | 
Soules Diſcovery concerniog the great myſtery of our 
Redemption, by F. H. in Octavo. 

7. The ſchooling the untaught Bridegroom,in twelves, 
by Robert Watſon Miniſter of Gods Word in Norfolk. 

8. Plantagenets Tragicall ſtory, or the Death of King 
Edward the fourth, a Poem, 1n Oftavo, metaphraſed by | 
Thomas Wintoll Gent. 

9. The Valley of Viſion, or a cleare fight of ſundry 
Sacred Truths, delivered in 23x Sermons by Richard| ' 
| Houldſworth Dr in Divinity, ſometimes Vice-Chancel- 

lor of Cambridge, Maſter of Emanuel/Colledge, and late 
| Preacher of Peters-poor in Londen, | 


—_— _ —C 
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A Vindication of the Great 


Ordinance of God,viz.A Goſpell 
Miniſtry, &c. 


— 4 — 


CEV EST. I. 


V/hether the Miniftry be a Fautng Ordinance 
of Teſws Chri a Goſpell * 


a T will be requiſite that I ſhould firſt o-. 
pen the termes of the Queſtion and 
ſhew YOUus 

1. What I meane by Miniſtry. 
2. What by Ordinence 3. What by 
the terme ſtanding. 

1. What #s meant by Miniſtry ? 
I find the terme Minifterium; [ Miniſtry ] uſed ambi. 
guouſly by Authors : Some uſed it to exprefſe the duty 
of Miniſters, as Zazchy and others,others to expreſle the 
order or fun&ion: * ſo Aretius,eft Miniſterium or dinavia 
v3catio, 8c. The matter is not much,only note, that my 
meaning in the queſtion is, Whether the order or «ffi-e of 
Minifters be an [Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt | that is, be a 


C—_—_—_. 


continue 


bl Vid. Bu h, 
loe.com. 482. 
So Urſanns in 
loc, Miniſterit« 


divine Taſtitution, | a now wal Ordinance | that i Is, to| 


| EIT 


'VideCalus Infti. 
[1-4.C-3- 2.0 
#, 10. 

{ Vid. *Arct. Pro- 
{ blem .theol.loc- 


63.p-346. 


b Vi. Chemadct. 
[ocecom.pait- 
30-129.159. 
131. 

| /id«Bucanum. 
ke.com. de Mi- 
niſterio q. 41+ P+ 
$02,Parews 1n 
Rom.10.V.14, 
238.C. 

Vid.l. Marty. 
loc. com.de Mi- 
niſteris. $28. 
Vid.Buchan. loc. 
com. de Miniſt. 
9.44 Chemmtt. 
lot. com, Pit. 
39. I JO» 

Vid. Lanchium. 
in quart, pre- 
ceptumep. 758. 
7 77+ Neqe pro- 
bars dogma 
Anabaptif. 
unicuiq. licere 
ſug: Miniſtert 
CE Ce 


; continue in the Church ; you have the queſtion fhortly 
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thus. 


Whether according to the word of God and Goſpel of Ebriſt 
it 75 neceſſary under the Goſpel that there ſhould be certaine 
perſons, to whom it ſbould peculiarly belong to Miniſter in 
the Church, and to difpenſe our Goſpell Ordinanees. | 
And to the queſtion thus ſtated, I anſwer Poſitively. 
That it is the will of God, that to the end of the world, 
there ſhoxld be certaine perſons appointed to whom of right it 
ſhould peculiarly belowg to Adinifter in the Church , and to 
diſpenſe out Goſpell ordinances to the people. 
| have here not many adyverſartes,nor very conſidera- 
ble, but ſome have * Aabapriſts , 4nd Swenck fildiang, 
and Socinzans, and ſome Ecaſhans, and Seekers in our 
age. Theſe all cry out with one mouth, that the world 
is abuſed with 2 company of men that call themſelves Ading* 
ſters,and with a notion of a Minifteriall calling, &c.that 
there is no ſuch matter ; but we ſal! all be taught of the 
Lord; andall the Saints are Prieſts #othe moſt bigh God, 
and every one mult teach hs brother , &c. 1 find the que- 
{tion ſpoken to by divers holy learned men, Aretins, 
Z mcby, Gilleſpy, &c. E 

1 thall indeavour to give you the famme of what they 
Eavefaid, and poſhibly adde ſomething more , and en- 
large upon ſomething they have hinted to prove the 
Propoſition. 

I. From the very Law of Nature, what is Univerſally 
written in the hearts of all, js generally concluded truth, 
ir is ah argument is uſually brought to prove,that there 
isa God, becauſe Nature bath imprinted a Notion of a di» 
vine Naturen all ; ſo that (faith Mr. Purchss ) though 
there have been Nations found out that bave wanted 
Kings, Lawes, Order, &c. Yet there was never any 
found out,but worſhipped ſome Godor other. Nor can there 
(1 beleeve)be produced an inſtance of any Nation(what 


God loever they worſhipped, or in what order ſoever) 


but | 


On 


\ 


a 
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but they had likewiſe (et othcers for that worſhip : the 
Scriptu-e tels n5 of the Prieſts of Baal,Dagon, Midinn,of 
the Soarbſzyers,and Divinerr,and Prieſts of Egyp: and Ba 
byloz; thots thit read , Pzerchas his Pilgrimage, and 4 
lexander ab Alexandro geniales dies, and Godwin; Ati- 
quities, will find inſtances enough of this. 

lt is a principle, that the Lord hath writ,and is in the 
Nature of all (who have not diſputed out their naturall 
light) is, that there is a God, and that this God 75 #2 be 
worſbipped ; {o that there are ſome to be ſet apart , whoſe Of 
fice it ſbueld be to Adinifter in the things of God, 1o that 1 
may argue for a Miniſtry with the Apoſtle, Dorb not 
nature it ſelfe teach, &ce 
Nor is this a Prizciple of corrups Nature, for we (hall 
find it a piece of order, which God hath alwayes obſer. 
ved from the beginning of the world (ſaith Zanchy) non 
cus licuit eſſe Sacerdoti,every one might not be a Prieſt, 
but the Prieft-bood belonged to the firſtborne ; and wee 
read of Melchiſedech, who was call'd a Prieſt of the moſi 
bigh Ged, Gen. 14.18. Under the Law, the Prieſthood 
reſted in the tribe of Levi, and the Prieſts and Levites 
were Gods miniſtry then, Heb. 7. 12. This Priefthood was 
changed, the office of —_—— was not taken away, but 
changed. Indeed the Office of the High-Prieſt was al- 
together a Type of Chriſt and abrogated; but the Prieſte 
hood was a Type ofa perpetuall Miniſtry under the Go! 
ſpell ; and though the offering $ —_— be ceaſed , and 
the name Prieſts ceaſed ; yet even after the comming of 
Chriſt, it pleaſed him alſo to ſet apart ſome for this work. 
Before Chriſt came Toþn Baptift was the only Goſpel! 
Preacher we read of ; him the ApoPlle calls the Lord: 
Meſſenger ; Chriſt ſent out the Seventy, not all his dilci- 
ples ; but the Seventy, Luk.10. 1. and the 12. 37:th. 10, 
I, 2, 3-when he was to aſcend up to heaven,he gives the 
twelve Commiſſion, Mat. 28.19:20,G0 Preach and Bap- 


tize, when one of them failed, they did not all take his 
| B2 ofhce, 


2. 


Zanchy.in qua. 
preceptum, 1.4, 
P-77T. 


Gen. 14.18. | 


Gen.47.22-2 % 


| 


Luk.1o, ?. 
Math.10.t,2.2 
Mat,28.19. 20. 


| 
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Ads 1.25.26. 


Acts 6.6. 


Aqs 14-23. 


I Tim. 5.224, 
1 Titus 9. 


Zo 


IrideGileſpy 


Miſcell.q.C.1. 
P. 2. 
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office,vut they choſe one, Acts 1.25.2 6.to take part in bis 
Miniſiry and Apoſtleſhip ; they appointed ſeven others, 
{ome of which were Preachers Acts, 6.6. Aets, 14. 23. 
Parl and Barnabas ordained Elders in the Churches. Paul 
writes both to Timothy, and Tits, 1. Tim. 5. 22. 1 Tit, 
9 todo ir,accordingly we read the Primitive Churches 
from the Apoſtles time downward,continually fer ſome 
apart for this work ; nor was this ſacred office ( as di 
itin& trom the people ) ever denied till ſome furious A- 
nabatiſis, Ecaſhans, Socinians, & ſeparatiſts troubled the 
world with their idle fancies ; now whether that order 
which the Lord alwayes cauſed to be obſerved in his 
worſhip, which Ckrift eſtabliſhed and obſerved, which 
the Apoſtles obſerved and all their ſucceſſors,be the or- 
der ot Chriſt, or that which indeed is no order; but the 
Branſick notion of idle heads, tending to the confulion 
of all Goſpell Churches, and Church order, to the | 
bringing of the worſhip of God into contempt, to the 
diſhonouring the precious names of God by Errors and 
Blaſphemies. Let every ſober Chriftian Judge. Burt 
leſt ſome ſhould think theſe Arguments not concluding 
tully enough, I ſhall adde ſome others. 

That Ordinance, for which, and to which therc are many 
lsſting pretious promiſes mad, that muſt be, and continue 
till thoſe promiſes be fulfilled. This cannot be denyed, 
for there ſhall not one rieele of the word paſſe away, all ſhall 
be fulfilled, the promiſes muſt be yea and Amen,none ſhall ſay 
that the promiſes are of none eff-&, 

But | fhall prove. 1. That there are promiſes of ſuch 
an order of perſuns as Miniſters made to Goſpel! 
Churches. 

2. That there are promiſes made to th.m, who ſball 
be in that office and work. 

I. I hal] prove, that the Lord under the old Teſta- 
ment, promiſed to his Churches under the New Teſta- 
ment;a certazne order of per ſors dtitin& trom the multitude | 


C: 
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of beleevers, who ſhould Preach the Goſpell tothem, ce Ter. 
3.15. And1will give you Paſtors according to my owne 
beart, who ſhall feed you with knowledge and underſtanding; 
now that this promile is to be faltlled under the Go» 
ſpell, beſides the current of expoſitors, you may plainly 
ce by ver. 17. At that :ime, all Nations ſhall be gathered 
unto it t9the name of the Lord to Hieruſalem ; and v. 16, Ir 
relates to a time, when the Jewiſh worſhip ſhould be a- 
boliſhed, and they ſhould ſay no wore the Ark of tbe Go 
venant of the Lord, nor (hould it come into their minds , nor 
ſbould they remember it , you have another promile, 2 Igy. 
23-4 ArdI will ſet up fhepheards over them,which ſbab 
feed them,erc Ali che ſheep thould not be ſhepherd; ; but 
the Lord will ſet up fpepheards over them , ſome that 
ſhould be in office to feed them , now that this promile 
refcrres to the tim: 5t the Goſpel] you may plai:.ly ſte | 
by v. 5 6,7.1 might inſtance in divers »thers, as I/zy 30 
20. Pol-nw ſaith that, Miniſterium Evingelii eſt gloria i! 
la promif.. * Iſ:y 60.1.the Golpel] is that promiled glo 
ry. 1j.6. 1, and that that place 1,66 19 20. is to be un 
deritood of the Apoſtles who were the frfi Goipell Ni 
niiters : Thus | have ſhewed that the Adinfi-y ( conlt 
dered as an ofthe) is a promiſed Bleſſing , which Gud 
hath engaged his word for , to the Goſpell « hurches, 
and it is pliine from Ifateb,ch 66.v.20, 21. that it ſhall 
laſt till the Jewes b« called ,-for out of them, the Lord 
promiſeth to chuſe him , Chnrch Officers , Prieſts an« 
L:vites, ve 23+So that except we will make theſe promi- 
ſes of none effe&, the office of the Minittry mult con- 
tinue. 
Secondly, we find « Liſting promiſe made to them, 
Math.28. 20. I will be with you to the end of the world : it 
Is a command and promiſe primarily made to the Apo- 
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Vide Oecolam: 
pads ad lic. 
Vide Piſcats; 
ad loc. 

Engliſh Anno. 


4 Jer.23-4. 
V.$,6,7+ 
Xliay50g1- 
Pol Syntag. l.2 
P+3$ $445 g $. 4 
1(. 66.19,20. 

If, 66+20,21. 
Namme Sac'y- 
datum O& Liu 
tarum ſigniſecat } 
Hecx wnp Ve ee- 
Cc ji> que i Xx 
gentibus co'l:o1 
tw 4 turnm 

AM niſtros & 
aattores, 
V de Brentium 
z4 lic. 
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2. 
Vid. Calu. 
tnſtit 1.4.Se#.6. 
en Sanum. 
inviolatem 
& perperuam 
'epem, C7 co 
Nec vobiſcum 
tan'um, ſed & 
vol:is Mortuis 
com veltiis 
ſuccellionjbne: | 
Pareis ad loc 


ltles, and next to them to all that ſhould ſucceed them 
in the work of tbe Miniſtry, as the moſt judicious expoſt- 
tors expound it ; and though ſome play upon the word 


F;id. Nr.Green:- 


hill, ſecond 
part expoſit. | 
on Eze-ep.ded- | 
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Vid. Nir. Green» 
hill. 1bid. 


Arg. 4. 
Vid.tanch. in 
quertum pie: 
Cept.P-7 71. 
Pid.P.Maityi. 
loc. comp. 528. 
2.F, 


Eph.q.11, 


eArg. 5» 


VidzLuther ad 
loc. 
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«ri, and would have it only ſignifte a preſent age ; yet. 
there is no ground tor it, it they conſider how it is uſed 
generally in Scripture, &c. Mr. Greenbill in his Epiltle 
to his ſecond part of Wis expoſitions on Ezechiel hath 
noted, that God hath annexed to the Miniſtry, Conver- | 
ſton, Regeneration, Addition of ſinners to the Church ; and 
| tobimſelfe, faith, the perfeting of the Saints, &rce Now 
ſurely, theſe are chings God will be doing #9 the end of 
the world. But I proceed ro another Argument. 

What God bath ſet up in bis Ghurch, for the perfeing of 
the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry,for the edifying of 1ve 
body of Chriſt, till we all cons in the unity of the faith , and 
the knowledge of the Sex of God , unto the meaſure of the ſta: 
ture of the fulneſſe of Chriſt. That muſt continue till the 
Saints be perfeQed ; and #31] we be all come in the unity of 
the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God wnto the mea: 
fare of the ſtature of the fulne ſe of Chriſt. 

But there #s a certaine order of perſons in office , whom 
God hath ſet in bis Church for that end. 

The Propoſition is plaine, hecawſe the me anes canno: be 
| ſeparated from the end, for which God bath appointed thera. 
And it is as plaine, Epb. 4. 11. that God hath ſet ſome 
| Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangelifts, and ſome 
Paſtors, and Teacher: for theſe ends, v. 12. therefore they 
| muſt continue till theſe ends be accompliſhed;now com: 
| pare that place with, 1 Cor. 12, 29. and you fhall find 
that but ſome are appointed for this work , are all Aps- 
;ſtles * are all Prophets ? ere all Teacher, ? | 
| For what ſhould not have been God in bis word, would not 
| bave mad: g proviſion. But God in his word hath pro» 
| vided by ſeverall Goſpell precepts for the maintenance 
| of Goſpell Preachers, Gal.6, 6. Let bins that is taught in 
| the word, communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
 tbings,1 Tim. 5. 17. Thoſe that labour in the wordand 
({ DoQrine, are eſpecially worthy of double honour, 
'v. 18. you fhall ſee what a part of that honour is, 1 C or, 
| 9.14 
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Vindicie Miniſterii Evangelici. 
9. 14. The Lord hath ordain'd, tb 1t thoſe who Preach the 


none whoſe office it ſhould have been to have Preacht 
the Goſpell, the Lord in his word would nor have pro- 
vided a maintenance for them. 

If there were to be no ſuch office under the Goſpel, the A- 
poſtle would not have ſaid, 1 Tim. 3. 1. That if a man 
| deferes the office of @ Biſhop, be deſires a good work; now 
what che office of a Biſhop was, you ſhall ſee, 1 Tit«,9. 
it was to exbort, andconvince gainſayers. Letnone un- 
derſtand by the office of a Biſl.op there , the office of a 
Lordly Prelate z but the office of a Preaching Preſbyter;for 
the Biſhop (faith the Father} was no more in the primi- 
tive Church ; then, Primus inter Preſbyteres, the firlt a- 
monegſt the Preaching Elders ; and ſo Authors that are 
Orthodox agree. 

The neceſſity of this divine Ordinance appeares further, by 
the wſe that God bimſelf mad of it. God himfelfe ſends 
Cornelius to Peter to be inſtrated in the way of the 
Lord, As, 10. 3. And Pawl to Ananis, Afr g. 6: Yet 
that was a time, when the holy Ghoſt was given in a 
greater meaſure then ever it was {ince ; and Fazl had an 
extraordinary call from heaven; this is Mr. Calvizs Ar- 
gument. 

Chrift bimſelfe tcok not 1be office upon hins of bimſelf(faith 
Zancby, ) fo the Apoſtle argues, Heb. 5. 4, 5. he had an 
extraordinary call trom God : which plainly argues, 
that thoſe that take that office upon them , muſt have 
one call or other extraordinary, or ordinary. 

Tf this office had not been to have continnedin the Church, 
the eApoſtle world not bave deſcribed the qualifications of 
ſuch as were to ondertake it, ashe doth both, 1 Titus 5, 6, 
7,8, 9. and 1 Tim 3 1. 2,3. this is Zanchyes Argument, 
and P, Martyre. 

If it had nat been to have been a flanding office,but to have 
ceaſed with the Apoſtles, the Apoſtle would not have 
required 
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Goſpell, ſhcu!d live ex the GoſpeP. Surely if there kad een | / 


7 
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Vid, Pareuns al 
Of 


Arg, 6. 


*A7et. Problem. 
theol, loc, 62. p. 


342+ 
Aretius,Bucd- . 
nus. P, Martyr. 
Caluinys, &Ge 


Arg. 7. 
Calvin.Inſtit, 1. 
4-C. 3-$e64.Z» 


Arg. 8. 

Vid: Tanch. in 
quartum pre- 
cept.p. 771. 


Arg. 9s 
Vid. Tanch, 
ibid. 


Vids Pet. Mart. 


_ 


lee.com.$29.2 e | 


Arg. 10. 
Zauchiw ibid, 


E—_— 
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| 

| Cum omnia 

| juxca manda- 
rum Apoſtoli 


'confundere, 


| P. Miity lc 


*+*;j4ic niniſterii 


2 —— 


Arg. Fis 


Z 41:4')y 
I2id. 


ordine fieri 
debeant ilte 
omni2 miſcere 
vell.nt atque 


quod eſt unici 
diaboli {tudin 
Cui nihil aque 
diſplicet, po- 
ciſhimum 1n rce- 
hus div n 
qQuUim reta 
"rAnatagque 
mnfricut 


com.p $28 H 


1 Tim 5. 22.( of which place more hereafter ) this is 


Ecciehaſtici 
neceſlitas fun- 
darur quo- 
niam Deus 
non vulc nunc 
cxlitus | 
eccleſ(iz loqui 
ſed per pre- 
cones werbi. 
Parers in Ro. 
I'% I4,1 gs 
Cato. inſti, 
[.4.C,3- 


Mr.Gilleſpy 


Miſcell. Que. | 12:42» 


tions C. 1.P. 3s 


The ſame reverend Author, further argues from ng 


be Preached to all Nations, Ma8.24.14 Lxk. 24.47.and all 


 dinary means to ſave them that beleeve, Ro. 10.14.Now, 
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required Timothy tohave laid hands ſuddenly on none, 


Z mchyer argument. 

Apaine ( faith Z2ncby ) the Apoſtle ſayes, 1 Cor.14. 
33. Gd is not the authw of confuſion; now it every one 
might Preach , what confulion would there be in the 
Church of Chritlt ?Qualis obſ»cro ſacizs eſſet Ecchkſie ſi ibi 
ſine ordine viveretur, ad miniflerium curreretur, & quod Ine 
beret liceret. Whac manner of face would the Church of | 
Chrilt have, if in ic every one might runne upon the 
work of the Miniſtry, and do what he liſted ? 

Arg. 12. If bearing be neceſſary, and 2 ſtanding Ordi- 
nance and duty , then a Miniftry is ; this is plaine from 
10. Row. 15. How ſhall they beare without @ Preacher ? 
axd how ſhall be Preach except he be ſent? *In ſhort, whoy 
[oever heares, mu{t beare, either from God, or Angels, 0: 
Ax ;now, that the Lord ſpeaketh in theſe latter times, 
not by himſelfe immediatly, nor by Angels; but by his 
Son, #n his G:ſ2e!l, and by his ſervants, extraordinary or 
ordinary, is plainefrom Epb.4.11. 12, And Mr. Calvin, 
and others give ſeverall reaſons for it. But that hearing 
is a ſtanding necellary duty, is plain from Iſ.5 5.3.Heare 
#nd your ſ'ules ſhall live, Rog10. 17. Faith comes by hear- 
ing; and bearing by the word of God, v. 18. and ſaith the 
Apoſtle, how ſhall they heare without a Preacher ? and how 
ſhall they Preach, except they be ſent : So that if hearing be 
neceffary ; ſent Preachers are neceſſary. 

Arg.13. Mr. Gilleſpy argues further,That the Goſpel! is to 


the world over, and to every creature ; and it is the or- 


the Goſpell will not be thus Preacht ; nor all the EleG 


Lrowght in till Chriſt comer ; therefore the Preaching of 
the Goſpell muſt continue, and the preachers of it. 


and from 1 Tim.6.14. and from Rey.2.24,25-and 
forth 


_———— 


— 


| only robe without a Temple, &c. Rev. 21, 22. 


| ments , to prove 


| Argaments then th 
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further, that it is the priviledge of the new Hieraſolew, 


Zmchy.t. 4.in quartum preceptum inforceth Argu- 
5s neceſlity of this calling in the 


Church. 

I. From the end of it, which is perpetuall. 

2. From the Material cauſe of the Mianiſiry. 

3. From the efficacy of their Prayers. 

4: - r0m Chriſts-Preaching, to Adam and Eve in Pars- 

Fe. 

Ph, a alſo, hath another Argument, drawn 4 #oftra 
Imbecillitate,from our weaknefle ; we can,ſaith hegnever 
be ſure of our faith and ſalvation, if we be not ſure, de 
doGrini decentium, concerning the doftrine of thoſe 
that teach us; of which , faith he, we cannot be ſure, 
if we be not ſure they have a lawtull call ; this ſeemes 


likethe Apoſtles arguing Rv. 10. 14. but I ſhall not in- 


| 


BS 
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A 


Vid. Tazch. t.4. 
ifquartum - | 
preceptum. 


Aretius Prg- 
blem. theol.loc. 
63, 

Zach. in quart. | 
Precept. 173 
igitur 
dogma ſeditio- | 
ſum & diabo= | 
licum,dogma | 


————_—_—_—_— 


fiſtupon it. 
Eccleſiam docere. Ihid. 


it, except I had more conſiderable adverſaries then] 
have; and thoſe that there are, had more conſiderable 

y have yet been able to produce, / 
what they have let us heare a [iccle. TE + 1 
Firſt they tell ns, that Jer.'31. 34. Iris ſaid, that they 
ſhould nat any mare teach their neighbour, but all ſbould be 


taught of Gad, by Buch 
uchan. 


This Argument! find long fince anſwered 
and lately, by Mr. Gilleſpy. | 

1. The Prophet onely meanes in that place,that under 
the Golpel,the Saints ſhould nor onely be tanght by the 
Miniſtry of the word 3; but ſhoald alſo bav? the inward 
teaching of the ſpirit, as 1 Is. 2. 27.10 Gen. 32. 28. God 


I ſhall addno more Arguments, to prove the truth of | 


de homyinibus ſine diſcrimine permittendi funAionem Eccleſiaſticam Suſcipere , & 


ſayes, Thy neme ſhall no more be call'd Jacob , butit ſpall 
C be 
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anabaptiſticum 


Ob. 1. 


$0). 
Bucini.kec. coms. | 
q4-29.de Minift, 
497 
Non autem 
vult quod ceſ- | 
ſet omnis do- 


Arina, fruſtra, 


"OY —_—_ 


CO on EE 


I 


IO 


enim efſent 


do@ores, &c. 
Fid. Occolanip. 
ad Icc. 

Vid. Engliſh 
Annot.ad loc. 
Idcirco pra- 
dixi me vobis 
non ut igno- 
rantibus Scri- 
bereg%c. 


| 


Vid.Gifeſpy 
Miſcell. Queſt. 


| Primo loqui- 
tur compara- 
te, &c. Parens 


Ob. 2. 


Soh 


rAret. Problems 
| theol. loc. 53. 


346. 


06.3. 


Sol. 1, 
VidrAzre.ibid. 
{ Pid.Pareum, in 
RK9.19.14-. 

er in dubits 3 

ad toc. 


in Hoſeam 6.6. | 


| 


— 


| 


be called Iſrael ; yer his name was call'd Tacob, many a 
time after that 4 but hehad a further name of Honour 
too ; ſo when the Lord promiſed, that the time ſhould 
come when they ſhould not teach th:ir neighbours ; his 
meaning only was, that the time ſhould come, when his 
children ſhould not only be taught by men, bat by bis | 
Spirit alſo ; ſo 1 To, 2.27. 'tis to be underſtood where, 


the Apoſtle tells them, they have no need any one 
fhouldteach them. 


Lorin.inT Jo, 2,7. 


2, (Saich Mr. Gillſpy) It uy to 
_ -83vely, as God 
and nat ſacrifice. 


p to be. underflood compars- 
aid, Hoſ. 6, 6. be would have mercy 
3. Orthicdly, faith he,the meaning is, That they fooxld 

. . 08 be taught by men as Ignorants, as the Law is| 

ſaid wot to be made for « righteons man, 2 Tims. 1. g. | 

Secondly they ſay, God can teach ws other wayes, though 
webave not Priefts, Ec, . | 
* This Argument was long ſince anſwered by Aretias. 
It is true God can doe ſo ; but it is not the Queſtion, 
what God can doe by an, extraordinary power , but what 
he will doe? God could have taught the Jewes without 
Prieſts and Leviter, and have planted the Goſpell with: 
out Apoſtles, yet he made uſe of them, 
Thirdly they obje&, That we bave many inſtances of 
ſuch as were enlightned , and converted without an ordinary 
Miniſtery. 2 

Gods extraordinary workings argue not ; but this is 
his ordinary way, that faith ſbould come by bearing of 
Preachers ; according to Rom. 10. 14. we doe not deny 
but amongſt the heathens who have not P:eachersand 
Ordinances, there may be ſome that have Gods marke 
for his ſheep; but this is not Gods ordinary way. 


2. This Argument will conclude as well againſt all Or: 
dingnces. 


Founkly 


tt. 
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Vindicie Miniſterii Ev angelici. 
Fourthly they tell us, 1 Pez. 2. 9. All the Saints are 


call'd a Roysall Priefibood, &c. And: fo Rey. 16. He hath 
made 5 Kings aud Prieſts to God. , > © © 


19.6. Yetall the Jewes were not Prieſts to offer 
up ordinary Sacrifices in the Templ:; or to teach 


in the Syn es. | 


ching, I Pet-2+5  Spiritua 
ble to God by Chriſt ; ſee what theſe Sacritices 
are. Ro.12, 1, Pſal. 51.17, Pſal. 141+ 2. Heb.5. 
7o Reve5.s. 'Pſal.5o. I4 23+ Heb. 13.15. Phil, 4. 
18. Heb. 13.16. 

3- By the ſame Text they are Kings too , a Royall Prieſt- 

| beed; what ? the Aſiter, and the Scepter, both belong to 

them? beware of Popes ! take heed of Levelling both 

Chareh and State» Theſe anfiyers 1 find both in Percy 

| Martyr, and Mr- Gilleſpy, and they are ſufficient. | 

If there be a neceſſity of a Minifteriall calling; then there 

was alwayes one in the Church ; and what is this but a Por 

pifo ſueceſon, O'ce 
_ Our beleqning 4 wall Miniſtery, doth not oblige us 

| to beleeve , either 8 lineall, or viſible ſacce ion, that was al. 

wayes pre , no more then our beleeving ; a perpetuall 

Church doth oblige us to b:leeve, a perpetuall vilible 

pure Church. 

2. Mc. Rutherford , goes very neere to prove a vilible 
ſacceſſion of Proteſtant Miniſters ; | meane ſuch | 
as held the Proteſtant DoArine, from the Apo 
ſtles dayes. Vid. Rutherford, Divine Right p. 230. 
231, 232,233, 234, &C- 

But Chriſt forbad his Diſciples ſuperiority ; they muſt 

not be call'd Rabbi, they areequall. 


| | 


| 


I. Truth : and as much was ſaid to the Jewes, Exod. | 


, 


2. They have other Sacrifices, to offer beſides Prea- | 
iricual Sacrifices ,- accepta: | Fid. 


v5 


P.6. 
Vid. Lorinum. 
ad loc. p. 217. 
I3. 


| 
| 
; 
"TS. 


$9!, 
Vid. Gilleſpy 
ibid.p.5. 
Vide Zanch. . | 
77 5-77 6-p+ 

4. t« in quart ut) 
preceptum. 
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A vitits 


4 


qua generatins, ambitionem onnem intelligit. Pareus ad Maſs 23. 
| C 2 


| nibus fibi jubet cavere , nominatim vero 4 Rulta affeftatione fafiuoſs tituli Rabbi Sub 


md diflis om- | 
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Vid.Þ.Mwiyr. | Anſ. 1. This Argument holds as well againſt Chri- 
Com _ | {tian Magittracy as Goſpdl Minifiry- 
FE9on irar | 2+ Peter Adortyr anſwers it truly , that Chriſt chere 
gitar ga | gs & Pm 

Chriſtos im- | forbad ambition and affeRation of domination amongſt 
probat titulos | his Diſciples ; but not the orderly Superiority , of Pa- 
er ſe;ſed am- | tors over the flock 3 for we readelſewwhere of ſome, 
itioſe alfea- | that the Lord hath ſet over his people, who nmſt be had 


tos,preſercim 


ab * ani in. | in honour for their workes ſake. 


digni ſunt, ——4alind eſt Miniſterii digniras, aliud Miniſtrorum ambitio. id. 
Pareum ad loc. 


| 


QVEST. II. 


Whether private Ordinary perſons (though guifted, 
and call d ( i. e. deſired) may ordinarily 
preach, and interpret,and apply Scriptures int 
the publike aſſemblings of Churches (accor- 
ding to any Scripture warrant) without a 


ſolemne ſetting apart to the office. 


Efore I come to make a poſitive determina» 
) tion of this Queſtion, it will be neceflary, 
that I ſhould deliver the queſtion from 
# the jealowfies , that ſome ſober Chriſtians 
OC 2 may have of it, and from the advantages 
that others would ſeek and catch at by miſtaterpretation 
of it. I ſhall firſt therefore ſhew you what the queſtion 
is,not what | contend not for, and cleare the queſtion 
from miſtakes, both in reference to the SubjeQ and di. 
ſputed Aﬀt: ' 

x. The Queſtion is not , whether ſuch as have not beene 
brought np in the Univerſity , and are well uerſedin School- 
herning may preach, &c. No, this is not that which wee 
diſpute , though we think that Pax! was not the more 
. unfie for preaching,for fitting at GamelieFs feet ; yet we 


- Tay an Univerſity breeding is not abſolutely neceſſary, 


though withall we muſt tell thoſe that ſo decry univer- 
firy breeding, and humane learning, that Ars non babet 


ins 


lc. 


I 


— 
|| _s — 


' * peeGafrt a 


mecaphor ei- 


ther taken 


from wieſtlers, 
cl.at pluck 
thoſe chey 
wreſtle with, 
hcſt one way, 
then another, 
or from Chy- 
mick:, thar 
corture natu: al 
bodies to ex- 
tra, that out 
of them which 
God never put 
ia them, or 
from corcurers 
which pur an 
innocent body 
upon the rack, 
and make him 
ſpeak thac 
which he ne- 
ver thought. 
Vid. Leigh. 
Critica. 

Veluri tor- 
mentis ad hj- 
bitis habenr 
de Scripturis 
queſiiones ut 


non quod 


veritas exigit 
ſea quod vo: 
lugar expti- 
mant- 

{. orz8115 in 

2 Pet.3.16. 
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inimicum preter ignorantem. Learning yet never bad any| 


enemics, but ſuch as were ignorant themſelyes. And 
the Apoſtle tells us , that in Paws Epiſtles, there are 
ſome things hard to be underſtood, which they that are 


renlcarned and unſtable * wreſt as they doe other Scriptures | 


to their own deſtirultions, 2 Pet. 3 16. There are two ſorts 
of perſons that wreſt Scriptures. 1, The unlearned;they 
wreſt them through zgvorances. 2. The vnftable,men of 
crotchicall heads that fancy new notions, theſe uſually 
wrelt Scriptures, out of the wantonnefle of their fancies 
not being Content with che plaine meaning, but indea: 
vouring to make the Scripture ſerye the notion of their 
wild fancies ; we have inſtances enough of both. Thoſe 
that areunlearned , how ſtrange notions they produce 
ſometimes, what nonſence? what unmethodicall diſ: 
courſes? what ſtrange interpretations of Scripture we 
have from them? what ſtrange notions they produce for 
truths ? I coald inſtance thus in one lately who in a 
great congregation undertooke to handle his Text. 
Neither Logically, nor Theologically, but P araphreſticelly 
and the ſame perſon undertaking to prove, that Tobs the 
beloved Diſciple wrote the Revelation, proved it thus. Ado- 
ſes was the beloved of God in the old 7 flament , fobebad 
the honour to write the firſt Book gbere 5, and Jobn being the 
beloved Diſciple in the new Teſtament , wrott the laſt book 
there;had this notion been hammer'd into a Syllogiſme, 
it would have concluded ſtrangely ; and the Argament 
would haverun mad. Bus though we ſay that Lear- 
ning is a good meane, and avebfriien for a Preacher ; 
yet we hold it not abſolutely necefſary ; we ſay if one 
be proved, and examin'd,'and found to haveſome com- 
petent meaſure of knowledge ; anda ſound jadgement 
in the wayes of God, though he be not adorned with 
Schoole learning as others , yer he may be ſer aparrfor 
the work of the Miniſtry; and this hath been the pray 
Rice of our Churches. 1remember whew my ſelfe wa 

' ordained, 
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| ordained , there were ſome ordained under the No 
tion of Stedents in Divinity , which was expounded by 


verſity, butby their own induſtry had got ſome compe 
tent knowledge in the myſteries of God, &c. But this 
[is not the Queſtion 3; only, Thave hinted thus much to 
leeour Brethren know, that we do not idolize learning 
though we honour it, and doe not deſpiſe it ; but look 


lyto interpret Scripture and underſtand the tongues, 
and to enable him to Preach methodically and perſua- 
fively, &c. | 
Secondly, tbe © ueſtion.is not what perſons extraordins. 
rily called and qualified by the extraordinary gifts of the bo- 
ly Gheſt might doe in that time ; the Holy Ghoſt ſupplyed 
by an extraordinary diſpenſation to ſuch, what muſt 
nOw be procured by ordinary meanes and induſtry;and 
therefore I conceive it an irregular arguing, becauſethe 
Diſciples or the Apoſiles upon whom the Holy Ghoſt 


Ghoſt was given in that extraordinary manner , (to 
them for their extraordinary work in the firſt plantati- 
on of the Goſpell ) might Preach ; interpret, and a ply 
Scripture,therefore now private Diſciples not ſo gltte 5 
inſpired, qualified, &c. May lawfully Preach, interprer 
and apply Scriptures,this is no better argument, then if 
one ſhould argue that becauſe Peter ſaid to the lame man, 
| 4a; 3. 5. Inthename of Feſus Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe 
| #þ and walk ; therefore a private Saint may doe ſo now. 
The folly of fuch Iogick would cafily appear; it it were 
brought to aprafticall Syllogiſme, it is no argument, 
what bath been done may be done ; a Schoole-Boy can find 
out the fallacy of ſuch a propoſition. This theretore 1s 
not the Queſtion. Nor, 

Thicdly,is the Queſtion, hetber none may Preach that 
are not ſolemnly ſet apart, by the laying on of the bands of tht 
Preſbytery. 


I 


the Preſbytery , ſuch as had not been bred up in the Vnz- | 


upon it as the ordinary way to inable a man outward: | 


fellin the dayes of Pexrecoft , or to whom the —_ 
(4 


et 


2. 
Vid.Zanch. in 
quartum pre- 
ceptum 97.8, 
Diſtinguen- 
dum eſt inter 
vocationem 
mediatam,% 
immediatam, | 
inter eccleſiam 
plantatam, & 
conſtiruram $ 
non plantatam 
& conſtitacnd. } 
P, Martyr. | 
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| Vindicie Minifterit Ev anoelici. 
Preſbyterz. 1 intend not here to diſpate concerning any 
particular ceremony, alſed #» ordination (of that hereat- 
cer.) Though if our Brethren would be coole, we durſt 
undertake ( and I ſhall modefily anon) argue even the 
neceſiity of that ro a Scriptura]l Ordiaation; and cannot 
look upon it as an uſe{c{le Ceremonie, but muſt wonder 
| a little,that our brethren that profefſe to ſo much ſtriQ- 
neiſe in obſerving Scripture Rules and preſidents in aRts 
of inſticuted worſhip or tending to it, can make ſo light 
a matter of ſo many plaine Scripture preſidents in this | 
thing; wethink there is as much, yea much more Scrip» 
ture for this (derid:d) Ceremony, then either for pd 
ting at the Table, in partaking che Lords Supper, or par: 
taking of tt in the Evening ; though we dare not con- 
demne our Brethren that pra&ice both theſe, but doe 
our ſelvs generally joyn with them in the former. I (ball 
{peak ſomething Collaterally here to that Ceremony, 
of Impoſition of hands, and more dire&ly hereafter;but 
[ ſhall not lay the ſtreſſe of this queſtion upon it; for 
| know there have been ſome learned and eminent men, 
| have looktupon it as a thing indifferent,though I could 
have wiſh'd they would have left us their reaſons tobe| 
ſcan'd as well as their judgements to be credited; 
 Noristhis queſiion cwcerning the perſons by whom h:e 
that is to ſent ont as a Preacher of the Goſpel , muſt be ordai- 
| ned and ſet apart for that work ; whethee a fingle Prelate be 
enough, or whether it muſt be done by the Presbytery, or! 
the people;though I am confident of the middle opinion, 
and conceive that the laying on of the hand; of the Preſby. 
ztery hach more. warrant in Scripture, then the. fingle 
| Prelates impoſition of hands hath, abundantly more 
then the Peoples imp. ſiti-n of bandr hath, which hath not 
che leaſt ſhadow in Scripture ; for though ſome of cur 
brethren ( put to hard (hifts it ſeemes) produce that 
place, Numb. 8.10. Where the people were to lay their 
hands on the Levztes, yet (beſides that we hope our bre- 
| thre 


_—_— 


_ SN —_ : 
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|ſpel-minifters and betwixt that imprſition of handr,$ a Go- 


| on of bands, - 1 ſappoſe that there hath been morealrea- 
| dy ſpoken for that , then our brethren have yet beene 


| there.is a plaine: implicit Scriptures 


—_—_ 


Vindicie Minifterii Evangelici. 


[thren can diſtinguiſh betwixt Levites and Prieſis,ond Go 


ſpel-ordination ; we hope our Brethren will rather deſert 
that weak proofe,then allow us ſuch kind of proofes as 
we could bring from the conſtitution, and order of the 
Jewiſh Church , for the proofe of a Nationall Church ; 
and many other things.in reference to Church order, 
which our brethren will nor allow us. Bur this is not 
the queſtion here, though 1 ſhall ſpeak ſomething to 
this hereafter, and here Collaterally ; but the queſtion is 
here, whetber ſuch gifts ss Cbreſtians are now ordinarily gif- 
ted with, without any ſolemn ſetting apart of the perſon ſo gif 
ted, be enough 10 capacitete one for the Preaching of the Ge> 
ſpell dinarily, exc. For the particular-right of Impoſui- 


"7 


Quum. forma 


veteris populi 
nihil ad nos 
pertineatz con-: 
ſulendi funr li4 
bri novi teſta- 
menti viden- * 
domque quit 


hac'de re ibi | 


doceatur; de- 
inde forma 

quoque veteris 
Ecclefiz nobis 
inſpicienda - ': 
indeq. diſcen 
dum a quibus 
eligend! ſunt 


able, or ( to ſpeak modeſtly) at leiſure to anfwer. Nor 
is thequeſtion. => SEN] 


| Zanth. in quarinm 


- Whether ſuch as intend the Miniſtry , aud are to be ſet a+ 
part for it may not preach, &c.. That their abilities may be 
tried, approved and judged. Such arenotto be inclu 
ded-under the Notion of privateperſons 3 and beſides 
eallowance for ſuch, 
co preach a while for the triall of their gifts in that pre: | 
cept, 1 Tim.5. 22. Where Timothy is charged to lay 
bands: freddenly on none ; he was to prove them firſt, and to 
make triall of their gifts , and for as much as not onfy 
Timohbies, and the Precbyteries: approbation ofa Pa- 


ſake... Yet not withous the approbatioh ofthe Prerbyte: 


D 
ſtor ef a Church ſeemes ' neceflary, but alſo. the 
Churches spprobation , to which he is tobe a Miniſter, 
it ſcemes neceflary he ſhould exerciſe his gitts far 'trisÞ, 


ry (faith learned * Gilleſpy, nor ordinarily #anquar ex 


| 


ocio(with whom his © Countryman agreed Jand 


there 


preceptum pg78o., 


*Gifteſpy,Trea' 
ciſe of Miſcel-- 
lany queſtions 
cap.3-p-43- 


Miniſtri. 


4s 
So did the 
Catechiſte, of | 
old (faith | 
Waleus.) 


| 


Rutherfurd's 
aceable 


| 
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Vindicia Miniſteril Evengelici. : 


mentioned pomp. 
i 


|riell graczs, and giftr, Titus 1. 9+ 7, 1 Tim3. 8, 2,3. 
|lize ordination, or that we hold that the Presbycers 
| thing ; we hold that he muſt be inwardly qualified with | 


there is a plaine Scripture allowance for it in the before 
This therefore is not the queſti- 
on, but the queſtion is concerning ſuch as neither are 
ſet apart,nor do intend to be ordainedand ſer apart for 
che work of the Miniſtry . whether they may ordinarily 
preach, interpret, and apply Texts and Scriptures, &c. | 
Nor yet is the queſtion, , 
| Whether the ſolemne, ordeining, and ſetting one apart 
10 the ordinary preaching of the Goſpel , be the anly thing ne- 
eefſary to ns the one 2 preacher of the Goſpell ; we geant itis 
but wbimas aZus, the laſt and perfeRive aft ; he muſt be 
ſent frem God, and qualified by him, both with AMinifte- 


Let not therefore any fly out , and tell us that we Ido- 
hands make a Miniſter of the Goſpell, we ſay no ſuch 


graces, and gifts fit for the work, that he mult ( ifhe be 
a paſtor in aChurch) be choſen and called to the work; 
and (being thus inwardly qualified and eleFed and cot 
ledto the work) he muſt be examined, tried, and proved, 
b] 

4s 


and chen ſet apart; and we ſay that the Presbyters 
aft an ordination mans errente, with an erring ha 
as Lore as &, —— HO f pages wn , _ 
miſtaking Key; we only tor ordination, and ſo- 
a. ſctring apart of the perſon to the work as ze- 
ceſſarinm, that which is n » not as that which is 
nice neceſſarium the only thing needfull, this is not the 
Queſtion. No nor yet is the Queſtion. 

What way lawfully be dene in extraordinary caſes, where 
there are no Minifters regularly ordained, nor « poſſibility of 
regular ordination, as in caſe, a company of 


as in m_ 
Chriſtians ſhould ſuffer ſhipwrack , and be caft upon 
I«dia,and forced to abide there,doubclefle in ſach a caſe 
as thisnow ; thole that are gifted amongſt them mighe 


———— ———— — 
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| Vindicia Minifterii Ewangelici 


and prayer ſet 'one apart for a conſtant Preacher, 1 
know nothing could be faid againſt it,or now in cafe of 


into Countries, where the Goſpeil is not preached, 
nor no regular Miniſter obtained to Minifter to them in 
the things of God ; and they are not able poſſibly to gx | 
ther cogether and refide any where together, toad in 
Church order'; this is Coſwe preterregaleris & preterre- 
gular cafe ; and much may be done in fach cafes, that is 
not lawful in an ordinary way , when the difpenfati- 
ons of God , pnt .not Chriſtians wpon fack necefiries, 
becauſe Zipporab in @ cafe of neceſſity circumcifed her | 
own child. I fappoſe none will argue it was lewfo}l 
for the Hebrew women , ordinarily to circanicife their 
own chifdren. The Lerned know what hath been de 
cermined upon ſuch caſes, irr caſe of Afidwife'; Bapri- 
zings, &c. And ſich wavsthe cafe, 4973. 4. When the 
erfecation had diſperſed the Church at Hier#ſ4lens, 
that ſore were forced chis way, margin. and 
all had nor a Charch officer with chem, noe were they 
at liberty , to a&in Church order, thongh fo 
eMe, ſhall ao anon be ſpoke to that' phace. But the 
aeſtton is here of his ey cefevirutawfall. 
Ge yet is it the prefent queſtion.” ' 
at Ghriftian: may de in their private families, whit 
ther they may not there cead the Scipeers nd ole 
what God diſcovers to ther of the fence and meanin 
ofthemz andifthey will Pp what they end pra | 
cally to their ſervants and children 5 Fhavenorhing to 
fay againſt any Chriſtians ſo doing ; but conceive 
may have ſorne warrant from Drur. 6. 6, 5. E 


F argne that, becatſe every 


and as Thope none 


perſecution, it a Church ſhould be difperſed, and baniſhed 


Vide Pete; 


P» $29-4-15, 


EXtra Ordi- 


debemus non 
imitari. 
Ibid. 
Yet other 
meyer gr 
as Rutherford, 
&c. Thinke 


that in ſuch 


caſes thoſe 


tmething | Bapriſmes 


were null. 


7 


Vi. Chemnit. 
loc. com-p.3*. 
130. 


Hzc ad gene- 
| ralem vocatio- 
Chriftian is a Kirg, Prieft , and Prophet in bis F amilly; | nem perti- 


nent, 


Chriſtian is 4 ruler is his F: 
thority to be an officer in the Charch; f&F conceive ey 


2 ſhall 


Fs 
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Argument wifl be judged ie very weak; that : 


' therefore he hath 48+ Vid. Pet Mart- 


loc. com. 529. 


697, 


Quz a deo fiat 


nem, admirare 


Maityr.lec.com. || 
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Vaedicie Minifterii Exangelici. 


| ſhall conclude, thar becauſe irc may belawtull, for a pri- 
 vate Chriſtian to read ; and as far as he is able, to open 
and apply Scriptures in his own family, and to obſerve 
what traths Gol ſhall diſcover to him, trom the platne 
letter of them, therefore it is lawfull for him, to doe it 


gation 3 yet wicthall , we cannot think ic fit that every 
Maſter of a family ſhould undertake even there to dig 
Into the deeps; and county the difficulcies of Seripture 
( except he be one whom God hath induced with gifts 
{ fitting for ſuch a work , who either is skill'd in the O- 
riginall tongues or is able to compare and weigh 
Scripture with Scripture ; and by ſtudying to find out 
the Arif of the Holy Ghoſt in that frm 3 and to unh- 
derſtand the method of the Penman, and the argument 
of it.) It would be muck more ſafe , and advantageous 


kindled ſuch a zeale , as co ſpend ſome; time with their 
Families to read Scripture 3 and to enlarge upon what 
they read, to take ſome paines to conſult the Commen: 


| which in our own language, this Age is bleſt )) andto 
| weigh their interpretations with their own thoughts ; 
| and compare them with the doFGrine of faith, - and im- 
| partially debating them in their own thoughts ( if they 
judge their interpretations ſound, ) rather to be con- 
. | rent, to let their family have the benefic of them by tel- 
ling them to them, or reading them to them, then to de: 
viſe interpretations of their own , left they pervert tbe 
Scriptures to their own deſtrutions, and their families 


a private Chriſtian that is gifted, may doe in his own 
privatefamily ; nor is there a like reaſon for his doing 


Eh | It there, as in the aſſemblings of a Church or Congre- 


gation 3 he is by Gods Ordinance a teacher there ; nor is 
- | there the like danger upon his adventure , for hee 
| Is 


—_— 


| 


in the publike aflemblings, of the Church or Congre. | 


| 


( doubtlefſe) for Chriſtians:in whoſe hearts God hath | 


| teries and expoſitions of able Divines ( with many of | 


too, 2 Pet.3. 16, But it is not the queſtion here, what 


V; | Z - M; _ #:Ea b b | 


[is there in his proper place, and afting 


in bis right 
ſphere, and may expe&t more of the influence of Gods 
blefſing and afiRance upon him there, ating according 
to Gods order then in the Pulpic, or publike meetings 
of the Church and Congregation, where he will be out 
of his right place, and breaking Goſpell-order. But 
this (1 hos ) is not the Queſtion. Nor Laſtly. 

Is the Queſtion, whether a Chriſtian may not private:y 
exbort bus brother # nor whether Coriſiiens may not private» 
ly meet together , and tell one another their experiences, what 
God hath done for their ſoules, nor whether a private Chri- 
ſtian if be be gifted, (though not ſot apart to the work of the 
Miniſtry) may not write an expoſitian upon a Text of Scrip» 
ture, or @ whole Book, or more if be will, and hy bu pen teach 
br brother ? No the queſtion is only of interpreting 
Scriptures ; taking Texts, railing DoQtrines , and ap- 
plying of them in a pablike meeting, and congregati 
on of people; for we ealily grant theſe private aRts 0. 
Chriitians. | EO a PT 

That aprivate Chriſtian may exbort bs brother, if hee 
be. an- ancient Chriltian, and meets with a young 
convert, he may call upon him to be carefyll of the va 
nities of youth, to take heed to his walking that hee 
ſcandalizeth.not the Goſpell of Chriſt, . A private E- 


niſiry ; we have many precepts for this in Scripture: 
That if a company of Chriſtians occaſionally meet toge- 
tber ; if one of them will, be may, either repeat a Sermon, hee 
bath beard tatheme, ar begins and relate to them, what God 
bath done for his ſole, and call upon them to ſtand fait, 
this one another, *and athird may-doe by way of dif: 
courſe;doubtlefſe private Chriſtians may meet together, 
conferre, relate experiences, repeat Sermons, &c. Wee 
doe not only allow all this, but think.it onr duty to re- 
joyce, when we heare of thoſe that feare the Lord; mee: 
ting 1b often z9getber , and ſpeaking one to another, Cr 
| vide 


phefian might ſay even to Archippus,,take beed to thy Adz- | 


& 


Peter Mat - 
tyr.loc.com. 
Ps $29.0.17. 


Vid. P, Martyr. 
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Poſts. 
Negat. 
Vide Chemmi- * 
tium loc.com. p. 

3*.p-129. 
VideBucanum. 
loc.com. 
p-503,9.de 


| Miniſter.44- 


rAret. Problem 
cg 63. 
p.349 349. 
Vid. Calo. 
maftiz.l. 46-2, 


vided it be not ina time when they ſhould be attending 
the publike Miniſtry of the word ) or other publike 
meetings of the Church. | 

That if a Chriſtian be gifted, with gifts of learning, &c. 
He may lawfully write diſcourſes upon SubjeFGs im Divinity, 
and Commentaries upon Scriptzre ; and teach by his pen, | 
we can rejoyce inthe Jabours of our brethren this way | 
who are not ordained Miniſters. But this is not the 
queſtion ; our queſtion is only, touching Preaching vivs 
voce, with @ my Yoyce, 48 #t 5 an Ordinance of God to be 
2dminiſtred in the publike aſſembling of » And 
having now, laid bare the rootes of thequeftion; and 
ſhewed yon whar it is not : I fhall in che nextplace 
—_ whar itis, and you may take ic thus truly: 


Whether it be lewfaull for any Chriſtian , (bow well gifted 
ſorver though defired) if not approved, and ſo 
lemnly ſet apart, for the work of the Mmiſtery int or- 

derly Churches , and at ordinary times ( being not 

endued whth thoſe extraordinery gifts of the Holy 

Ghoſt which the Apoſiler and primitive Diſciple: 

and Chriftians bad ) in the publike aſſeneblings of 
tbe Church or Congregation , ordinarily 10 interpret 
Seriptare, take Texts , and raiſe Stor oe 

they and make application of theme, ec. 
This is the queſtion truly ftated;eo which, I ſhall take 
leave, to deliver my opinion, and Ihope thetruth of 

Chrift in tt. 


_ Preach the Goſpell, to interprer 
Texts, opert and apply thene, ve, 


| 


This 


ll. Ati 


4d. 


Vindicie Minifterti Evangelici. 

This Potition with the help of God 1 ſhall indea- 
vour to make to any that are not prejudiced in 
Judgement, nor ſo puft up with the overweening opi: 
nion and apprehenſion, or diftates, that they are re: 
ſolved ro beblind to truth» 

L. 1 ſhall by reaſon, and Scripture Arguments, prove 

ic {infull and unlawfull. 

2+ | ſhall indeayour to anſwer ſuch cavills ,. andob- 

jetions as have been brought for Arguments in 
the affirmative. 

Nt to obſerve Goſpell-order in aBs of Inſlitmed worſbip is 

ſinfull, and nnlawfull. ; 

"But for private Chriſtian; how well gifted ſoever to Preach 
ordinarily, to open and apply Scriptures in prblike aſſem: 
blies without s ſetting apart for the work, is for them, Nat 
fo obſerve Goſpell-order, exc. Ergo. 

The Major none will deny, the Minor 1 prove. 

To adventure wpon adminiftring « Goſpell-Ordinance 
without ſuch a miſſion 44 Goſpelleprecep1s require, and Goſpel.» 
prefidents bold forth , ſuch ſhould have 8s adyminre upon 
fuch 07g wg is not to obſerve Goſpell order. 

But for {ach ordinarily to preach, and interpret, and apply 
Seriptures,is for them to adventure to adminifter « Goſpell- 
Ordinance without fuch a mifſion, a; Goſpel precepts require, 
and Goſpell-prefidents bold forth , ſuch tit have, who ad- 
venture npm ſach edminiftrations. Ergo. 

The Major none will deny. The Minor I prove. 
Thoſe that xndertake to preach the G 


#fpell, to interpret and 
#pply Scriptures, meerly by vertne of their inward grave, 
and naturell gift, & eletion and calling of the people, 


a miſfion, as Goſpe, $5 rent 
re mars bold fn fuk Bevdd eve a2 #dmini- 


| 


meerly by vertue of their inward grace, 


fler a Goſpell- Ordinance. 

But ſuch Chriſtians undertake to preach, interpret, and 
uatnr all gifts, em 20 
F rg0, 


nndirtoke the adminiftiring of « Goſpelbordinance with* 


and call of the people. AF 


, and Go- 


Precepta Do- | 
wunt ſunt bifa- 
114m conſileran 


dad. 

Quedan 
ſunt ſpecialia 
Mznftris tan- 
tum data, quale 
et quod pre- 
dicationenm 
Evangelit con- 
cernit. Mu'cu- 
lus in cap. 
14*m Johannis 
p. 804. 

Arg. 1. 
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Tit. 1. $+ 


| only bave inward gifts, and graces, and an outward call and 


Ergo, They undertake it without fuch a miſſion as 
Goſpell-precepts require, and Goſpel! preſidents! 
hold forth, ſuch fhould have as adminiiter a Go- 
pel-Ordinance. 

The Major is to be proved, which I thus prove. 

If Goſpel: precepts require,and Goſpell preſidents bold forth, | 
that theſe that preach the Goſpell fhould beſides their inward 
graces and gifts, and elefion, and callyb: ſlemnely ſet apart 
for the preaching of it, then the inward graces and pitts, 
and the el:&ion and call of the people, are notall the 
Goflpell requires. 

But Goſpell-precepts require, and Goſpel! preſidents bold 
forth, that thoſe that are to preach the Goſpell, ſhould not 


eleEion; but alſo that they ſhould be ſolemnly ſet apart for that 
work. 
TheMajor cannotbe denyed , if we take the word 
call only to expreſle tbe deſire of the people. | 
T he Minor I ſhall provein both the branches of it. 
Firſt that Goſpellprecepts require that tboſe that Preach the 
Goſpel ſboulid net only be ſuch as bave grace and gifts, and 
ſhould be able to teach, and choſen, and defiredto it, but alſo 
that they ſbould be ſolexwily Jet apart for the work , and ap- 
pointed to it. This 1 ſhall firſt prove, and then I ſhall 
rove. | on 
That Goſpell- preſidents alſo bold forth, thet ſuch as pres 
ched the Goſpell , bad beſides their inward gifts and graces, 


I. 1 ſhall ſhew you Goſpell-precepts : 1 ſhall.only in» 
ſtance in three, the firſt {hall be that, x Tzews 5. .1. For 


City ar Thad appointed thee. . | 
_ The Apoſtle there appoints Tizzsy, . 
I, That there ſbeuld be Elders in every City. 


and the election and defire of others , a ſolemne ſetting opart 
| to that great worke. ; 4 | 


this cauſe left I thee in Grett, that then ſbouldft ſet ins order| 
thoſe ay which are wanting, end ordaine Elders in every 


; 2 . That 


=> CE een mens 


=D Vindiciz Mniſteris Ewvaneelici. 


2, That he (hvuld ordaine them, 
I. There ſhould be Elders [not gifted brethren only] 

but Elders, whar is here meant by E!ders, you ſhall ſee o- 

pened, v.7,$, 9. a Biſbop,one that ſhould overſee, and take 

| care of the Church, a ſteward of God,v.7. Thoſe that ſhould 
be able , by exbortation, and ſound doctrine , both to exhbort 
and convince gainſayers ; | ſappoſe none will rel! us there, | 
that by Elders are meant, Elders in reſpe& of age, ( time 
| maſt make them, not Tits, nor yet, Civill magiſtrates 
| (for feare they prove Titus a Pope with authority to 

make Emperours) by Elders chatbenoon meant officers 
in tke Church, and ». 9. Preaching is fet out, as their 
work, the work of their office : There muſt be ſich El- 
ders, and Titws is bid Kamrioau to ordain them ; what is 
the meaning of that? 

1. The meaning caxnot be , that be ſhould give them gifts 
and graces that was out of his power, except 
gift we meane an authority to preach : 

2. The meaning is not meerly that hee ſbould elect ſome 
to be Elders, for Ele&ion of officers belongs to 
the whole Church, Acts 6. 6, Beſides the word 
cannot be ſo tranſlated. 

3. If Szint Paul bad thought gifis enough to make « 
Pre scber, it bad been enough for him to bave ſent to 
Titas, ts give order that all that had gifts ſhould ex- 
hort and convince gainſayers\, but here is another 
AR required of Tits, ordaine Elders ; what is 
the meaning of that ? 

The originall word is Kadis1, it fignifieth to appoint 

and ſer ſome over others, as officers, Rulers, Scapula,Conſti- 

two,preficio; Thus it is generally taken amongſt Greek 
writers. Demoſtbenes, Iſacrater, Zenophon, e&xc« Bat it 
is moſt inquirable, how it is taken in the New Teſta: 
ment uſually; and we ſhall find the Holy Ghoſt gene. 
rally ufing it in this ſence, Afar. 24.45.47. Mdatth. 25, 


Vid. Lanch 
In quartuom 
preceptum, 


Vid .Scapule 
[.exIcOn » 
Leigh 
CrIticas 
Stepbanum. 


21-23.Lukz 12.1442 Acts 6.3.Act17.10.27.35. Heb 5.1 
F, | Hh. 


| 


| The Atareion 
| proved to be 

Fe 2% ales n 
De. Seaman,p. 
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 Ro.5.19. Lames 3.6, Acts 17415, James 4+ 4 2Pet.1. 5, 
Bur the ſenle that it is uſed in there, will not kelp at all, 
tor, I. This is the # #tive and moſt proper ſignification of the 
rword. 2. Itis generally thus uſed in Scripture phraſe. 
Z- There is no other Scripture-acceptation of it which will 
ſerve this place. 4. It is plaine that the Apoſile bere meane; 


ths: Titus ſhould ſet ſomz as officers over others, by the fol- 


lowing verſes,where thoſe whom he was to ordaineare 
call'd Biſbops, Stewards, v. 11. Now theſe are names of 
office and authority ; thoſe that defire to be ſatisfied 
more in the vindication of that place may read D's Ses- 
man. Now it any ſhall delire to know how Titw 
fhould 1mrira: odaine theſe Elders : It is not fo clearly 


expreſt there as in other places : But it is plaine e-. 
nough, Acts, 6.v. 3. Where the Apoſtles bids the Diſci- 
ples look oxt honeſt men, &c. Whom they might appeint 
over that buſineſſe, the Ociginall word is the ſame, now 
the Diſciples v. 5. approved the Apoſtles motion, and 
choſe ſome ; now after what manner did the Apoſtles 
appoint theme over 1he buſineſſe, v. 6. They faſted and pray'd 
and laid their hands on them. This Text in Titw is plaine 
enough. The Apoſtle commands Tits to give ſome 
authority , to eppoint and ordaine ſome to preach the 
Gofpell, chat mighc be in office to that work; here is a 
Miniſteriall miſſion plaine, and judg'd ſo neceflary, that 
Saint Paxl leaveth Tixw behind him in Crete on purpoſe 
to doe the work. This Appointing is an a& of Tits and 
the Prebytery not of the people. Tits is here menti- 
oned only, but the Presbytery is mention'd, 1 Tim. 4. 14. 
Andthe Apoſtles, A-ts 6.6. It every gifted brother 
without any folemne appointment, but being meerly 


eleed and defired by the people, might have publikely, 
exhorted and convinced gainſayers, and have been a 
Pa a Steward. Titus might have gone away with 


C— 


axl,but ic ſeemes it was not the doceine of thoſe times. 


Heb, 7. 28. Heb. 2. 7. Indeed it is uſed in another ſenſe, | 


This 


| 


and. dts too... FF — p" I — i 


| 


| 


Timothy is commanded not to lay hands ſuddenly upon. 


ſuddenly on nove ? 1. Whom doth the Apoſtle there 
meane by Noze, this will be plaine enough by confide- 
ring the context, the Apoſtle had in that Chapter been 
giving Timethy ſeyerall Rules concerning the ordering 
of Church affaires, v. 17. Hetells him, that the Elder, 
that ru'ed well, ſhould be eccounted worthy of d1nble honour; 
eſpecially ſuch as laboured in the word and dxctrine. ('So 
then thoſe that l-howr is the word and dectrine muſt bee 
E/ders, ) theſe are worthy of double honour. AMdainte. 
nance is meant in part, v.18, The Apoſtle proves it by 
Scripture, Deut. 25. 4. atth.10. 10. They are the Oxer 
that tread out the corne, their mouthes muſt nor be 
muzzled, they are leboxrers, and they are worthy of thezr 
bire, ve 19. He chargerh him againſt theſe Elders nos to 
receive a ſingle accuſation, v. 21. He chargeth him not to 
preferre one before another by P artiality, v. 22. Lay band: 
ſuddenly on none . it is plaine his meaning is,Lay hands 
ſaddenly on none that are to be Elders , that are to la- 
bour in the ward and dodrine. 
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This Scripture precept concerning the ſending out of, 
Preachers in Crete, you ſee requires more of thoſe that | 
were tobefent out then, that they ſhould have graces, | 
and gifts, and be choſen and detired to it, it requires 
that chey ſhould be ordain'd by Titzs, &c. ; 

A ſecond Scripture-precept which I ſhall inſtance in 
is I Tim. 5- 22. Where Saint Paul gives a precept to 


Timothy. Lay hands ſuddenly on no man ; In which you, 
have, | 
I. An implicit command, that Timothy ſpould lay bands 
on ſome. 
2. An explicite precept, that be ſhoze!d lay bands ſudde n- 
ly ox none. 


Twe things muſt be enquired. n. Who they are that 
2. Whatthe Apoſtle meanes, when he ſayer, Lay hands 


But ſecondly, What is meant by laying on of band; ? 
E 


2 Srely, 


— 
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| Yid. Lorinum, 


Vide Chemni- 
tium loc. com. 
3* P-P-137. 
| I38, 

4 
of As etrk Pyg. 
blems. theol.loc, 
65.p-358. 


in AFa.c.6.v.6 


| 


| was uſed in Scripture, 
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Surely it is not meant of a vielent laying on of bands, 
nor an ordinary laying hands upon any, ( asa man may 
lay his hand upon a Stoole or Table,) but it is meant of 
ſome ſegnificative sctios : to find out therefore what is 
meant, let us conſult the Scriptures , and ſee in what 
Cafes this laying on of h2nds ws uſed ; and then compare 
them all with this Text, and ſee which ſutes it» Ir is 
already noted by the Learned, that laying on of hands 


In Bleſſing by \uperiours, thus Gen. 48. 14. Jacob Bleſ- 
ling Ephraim, and Aazaſſes , laid his hands upon them, 
fo Matth, 19.15. Chrilt laid his hands on the little 
children. | 

In the ſetting apart of a Sacrifice to G:d , Num. $. 12. It 
was commanded that the Levites ſhould lay their hands 
on the Sacrifice. | 
> Ingiving the H)ly Ghoſt, Acts 8.17, 18, Acts 19. 6. | 
Acs 9.15. and no where elſe that I know, in Scripture 
is mention made of the uſe of it upon that account. 

In diſpenſing out the extraordinary gifts of the Holy ghoſt, 
as in bealing, Actr 28. 8. Acts8.19, Chriſt in healing | 
aſed-it Lxc.4. 40. Mar.6.5. Mar. 023. 

Laſtly, It was uſed in the ſetting apayt of one 19 an office 
either in the Megiſtracy, ſo Moſes aled it to Trſbuab, 
Num. 27. 23. Or miniſtry ; and fo the Apoſtles uſed it, 
Acts 6.6 And the Church of Antioch in ordaining Paw! 
and Barnsbe, Acts 13.3. 

I doe not find in Scripture , that laying on of hands 
was uſed upon any other occalions ; now let us enquire 
what the Apoſtle meanes here in his precept to Timetby. 
Lay b 1nd; ſuddenly oz none, either 1. Bleſſe none ſuddenly, | 


or, 2. Heale none ſuddenly, or, 3. Set no ſor fice apart to | 

God ſuddmly. Surely none will ay any of theſe is meant; 

Sacrifices ( with their rites) were ceaſed, and none can | 
ive any reaſon or paralell Scripture, to warrant either | 


| 


of the other; therefore the Apoſtle mult meane either. | 
1, Di- 


4 


| Ghoſt was given by the laying on of the hands of the 


| ſpeakes of @ gift given by the laying on of bands ; now none 


b: Vindicie Minifterit Evangelici. | 
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I, Diſpenſe not out the Haly Ghoſt , ſuddenly fo any, or, 
2 Ordaine none to be officers in the Church or State ſurdenly, 
or elſe anew ſence maſt be found warranted by no 
Scripture. 

1. Surely his meaning is not diſp:nſe out the Holy Ghoſt 
ſuddenly to any, For, 

1. {t doth not appeare,that Timathy had any ſuch power. 

The Apoſtles indeed had, Acts $. 17. Acts 19+ 6. But 
_— though he was an extraordinary officer wasno 
Apoſtle. 

2. We doe not read of any ſuch cxutims in giving the Hoy 
Gboſt, it was an AR of the Apoſtles in which they were 
_ ( doubtleſſe) by an extraordinary diſcerning 
pirit. 


3. The obſerving the coherence of the wards , with thoſe 
before will make it plaine( of which before.) 

4. Oblerve how the ſame phraſe us uſed'in other places of 
thoſe Epiſtles to Timothy, 1 Tim.4q«14. Neglect not the gift 
which was given thee by Prophecy, and the laying on of the 
hands of the Presbytery ; we read no where that the Holy 


Preebytery; indeed Paul joyned in this aQ, 2 Tim. 1. 6, 
And he was an Apoſtle, but the Apoſtle plainly ſayes,that 
this gifc was given him ( not only by the laying on of 
his hands but)by the laying on of the bands of the Preſbytery; 
this coald not be the Holy Ghoſt. 

Nor 34 it eny thing to the purpoſe if any ſhall obj+& , that 


bere was more then an ordinary ordination , for the Text 


will fay, that the leyizg on of hands of the Prerbyters , gives 


an inward gift. 
I doe not know why we may not ſay that the gift of prea: | 


ching is in a man by vertue of bis Ordination. 


All the b»ſinefſe lzes upon diſtinguiſhing upon thoſe 
two termes. 1. Gift. 2. I: inthee. 
I. If we meane by the gift, thoſe inward gifts of kuow? | 


ledge 
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ledge, and judgment,invention, &c. Which make the gra» 
cious perfon fit for a preacher 3 indeed we cannot ſa 
chat ordination, the laying on of the hands of the Preſ- 
bytery gives thefe gifts. But if we take zx#girue pitt 
ty fucu/tas externs an cu'ward power and authority to 
preach. 

This is a gift, or for the eftice it (elfe which is a gift, 
and a great gift, and free gitt; this gitt is given by ordi- 
nacion , itisa great and noble, and honourable gitt ; 
which Ged hath betruſied his Church in giving out. 
Dr. Seaman tels ns that offices are call'd xapio pare xaos cal | 
led gitrs, Eph. 4. 8. and per and autbority,grace, Ro.12, 
3- And heis not alone in his opinion. 

2. But ſuppoſe wetake gift for ſome inward qualifica- 
tion th ut ſpoeld internally fit one for the work ;, Yer the gitt 
chough it be not put into the ſoule, by laying on of 
hands and ordination 3; and though Ordination doth 
not conferre it by a phyticall power, yet it may be ſaid 
to be in a Miniſter by it, for it is but the generall opinien 
of Divines and an ordinary Notion, that when God 
calls any to any place of \ fice and traſt, and they come into it 
upm bis cal regularly,he cumn in their in auguration fits them 
for the work, by giving them a new ſpirit , and quickening 
up their naturall gifts, exc. Diſp»ſing them to their preſent 
Employment. Thus when Sax! was choſen King, you 
read, that the Spirit of G1d refted on bins. The Bread and 
Wine ia the Sacrament, doth not by a phyſicall power 
ſtrengthen quicken and comfort the ſoule,bur it is Gods: 
Ordinance, and by the partaking of it aright, (God 
concurring with his own Ordinance) the ſoule is often 
quickened, comforted, ſtrengthened, &c. And thus 
there might be a gift in Timothy by Ordination. God 
hearing the prayers, and anſwering the faſting and 
prayer of his Charch , when Timothy was ſet aparc for 
che work of the Miniſtry , might and; doubtleſſe did up | 
ou his Ordinetion, quicken, and heighten up his Parts | 


and 


» 
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and gifts and graces 3 and ſo the gift was faid to be in 
him by the laying on of hands, as cauſs Inftrumeztals 
the Inſtrumentall cauſe to procure from God, a quicker» 
ing, beightening, and increaſing bis gifis and graces; 10 
much may ſerve to anſwer that cavil!. 

But I ſuppole every judicious Chriſtian will grant me 
chat the Apoſtles meaning in that place, 1 T:m. 5.22, is, 
Set none apart by ordieation , for officers in the Church to la- 
 bour in the word and doGrine, as v. 179. That which] 
inferrc is this. That there 3s @ precept coneerning ſuch as 
were tobe Elders, and labour in the word and doctrine, that 
they ſbeuld have hands laid upon them by T imothy ; that is. 
be ſolemnely ſet apart by Timothy, &c, To the work of the 
Minif+y, though they were gracious, and gitted and 
choſen, and called. This was not all, they muſt be ſer 
apart ; I think it is plaine enough to every ſober Chri- 
itlan. 

A third Precept. I ſhall inſtance in,is from the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelfe, Acts 13.3. The ſtory was this. Paul and 
Barnabas were to go out to Preach the Goſpell ordina- 
rily, they were Apoſtles; and ſo, not tied up to ordina- 
ry rules : yet God calls to the Church of Antioch. to ſe- 
parate theſe two for the work to wbich God bad call 'dthem, 
what doth.the Church doe? what only ele& taem ? ». 3. 
They faſted and prayed, and laid their hands en them, and 
ſent them away;not that all the multitud* laid on hands, 
other places cleare that, 1 Tim. 4, 14. Acts 6. 6. That 
the laying on of thehands was only the work of the A- 
poſter, and Presbytery, Let none ſay, that this was Gods 
order for Apoſtles only 3 and not for ordinary Prea- 
chers, that Figleafe-is too thinne. 

For 1. That ſach a ſolemne Ordination was not neceſſ a> 


— 


ry to conſtitute an Apoſtle is plaine, for Acts 
Mathias was meerly choſen by Lotr. 
2. Their being s 1a , makes but the Argument a 


zori better. If Godin his wiſdomethought it fit _ 
is 
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ed with the Holy Ghoft,ſhoald yer be ſolemnly ſer apart! 
co the work ofthe Miniſtry, how much more requilite 
is it of thoſe who have no ſuch gifts and endowments ? 

Let none fay Paul preached before, Acts 9. This was not 
therefore neceſſary co make him a preacher, if they 
pleaſ* to look, Acts 9. 15. They may fee an extraordi- 
nary conimiſlion authorizing Paxl to Preach ; yet 
though be had this extraordinary Commitlion tor ex. 


' ample ſake; and that the Lord might fhew us, what Go- 
| ſpell order he would have obſerved of Churches in or- 
| der, Acts 13.3» The Lord commands this ſolenne ſer- 
ting apart of the Apoſtle,to his Miniſteriall work : And 
beſides it may be obſerved , that the Church was then 
diſperſed, Acts 8. 1. 2. Thus now T have mad» good my 
firtt task. That Scripturerprecepts require that ſuch ar were 
to preach the Goſpel ordinarily, beſides their inward gifts 
and graces, and their election and call, they ſpeuld alſo be ſi- 
lemnely ſet apart, and by ordination appointed, and ſent ont 
to that work, I come tothe ſecond thing 3 to prove. 
2, That Scripture-preſidents every where bold forth, that 
ſuch as went out to Preach the Goſpell , and did ordi- 
aarily preach beſides graces andgiftt z and Election 
axd call were alſo ordained: i. e. ſolemmly ſet apart by 
faſting and prayer ; and imp»ſition of band for that 
worke. 

The firſt Preachers of the Goſpell, had beſides in- 
ward gifts ard graces, an outward miffion, Mat. 28. 19. 
Chrift ſaid to them. Go therefore teach all Nations bap- 
tizing them; Chriſt did not only implicitly bid them 
go and teach; by giving them gitts and graces,but ſpeakes 
to them, goe and preach. But Acts 6. You have more offi. 
cers choſen , ſome of which were to preach the Goſpell; 
Stepbex was a Preacher, Acts 7. And Philip, AQs 8. 5. 
Now theſe were ful! of thc Holy Ghoſt and wiſedome, 
verſe 3. choſen, verſe. 5. Preſented to the Apoſtles, 6. 
And 


his Apoſiles that were moſt eminently gifted and indu- 


A eee IE 


— 


| 
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Paul and Barnabas were 1o ſet apart, Acts 19,3 4.5. And 

in all the Churches, Acts 14.23. Elders were ordained by 

Paw! and Barnabas by Prayer and faſting » now what the 

office of theſe Elders was ; ſee 1 Tim. 5. 17- and Acts 20 

17. 28, In ſhort we want aplaine Scripturepreſident of 
any, how well gifted ſs ever, and furniſhed with grace, 
[though eleed, and defired ; that yer ordinarily under- 

took to Preach the Goſpell, being not ſo ſolemnly ſet 
apart to that work : And hence ic neceſſarily followes, 
that thoſe that undertake this worke, not ſo ordained 
and ſetapart,are neither warranted in their undertaking 
by any Goſpell-precept, or preſidents; for both Goſpel 
precepts and preſidents , require this ſolemne ſetting «pert 
for the work and hold forth; that thoſe that undertook 
this worke were , befides their inward gifts and graces, 
ſo ſet epartand ſolemnely ordained ; therefore their an» 
dertaking is ſmfull , being a breach' of that Goſpell or- 
der, which God hath left us recorded, and aceording to | 
which we ought to walk. And ſol have diſpatcht my 
firſt argument, to prove the (infulnefſe of that pratice 
by any how well gifted and qualified ſoever; if not thus 
ſolemnely ſet *apart, ordained and appointed to that: 
work 3 I ſhall leave this and proceed to a ſecond argu» 


ment. 


My ſecond argument is this, 
For any to take repon: them afts of office being no officers s 
finfu? and nnlawfull. 

But for private perſons how well gifted and qualified ſo- 
ever and thmegh elected aud called, ( 1. e. deſired.) to take wp- 
on thems to Preach, interpret and apply Scriptures, is for thems 
that are no officers to take upon them Acts of of 

Ergo. lItis finfull and unlawtall. 

The Major is plaine, for 1 Cor. 7. 20. Every one #5 to 

abide tx the calling to which be is colled, 1 Cor 12. 14. v- 
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To the end the Apoſtle proves - at largegthat the _ 
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| [bers ought to keep their places, &c, Rev 12. 4. Aral 


| 


| for theſe are all names of © 


Membersin the body bave nt one office, ſo neither haveall. 
in the Charch. | 
The Minor is plaine , pofubly ſome may deny two 
things hinted in it, and ſay. = 
1. That private perſons if well gifted, andelefied and cal 
| led are Preaching Elders ; officers in the Church 
#5 tothet aF. But | 
_ I diſproved this in the proſecution of my former 
argumeRt , by ſhewing you that ſomething more by 
Scripture-precepts,and om—_—_ required to make 
an officer, as to that office of Preachers. 1 rather think 


| chereforeit will be denyed. | 


2. That Ordinary preaching, interpreting, aud applying 


Preachers are officers. 

This I ſhall prove by two or three arguments, forl 
conceive the Cardo Comtroverſie the very hinge of the 
controverlie is this, whether Ordinary Preaching be an 
ect of office , I ſhall make it out 1 hope. 

I. Arg. The proper acts of Elders, Biſhops, Steward: of 
the Myſteries of God; Heraldr, Ambaſſadors of God, watch- 
men, extraordinary Deacons, Prophets, Paſtor, Teachers, 
are acts of officers; and acts CITED is plaine enough, 

ce, in Scripture phraſe,and 
in uſuall acceptation, 1 Tim. 3.1. x Tim.3.10» Acts 6.6, 
For Hersld:, Ambaſſadors , watchmen, Stewards : wee 
know in our uſuall acceptation , they are names of of- 
fice ; for Propbers, Paſtors, and Teaeber: it is plaine, that 
| were officers, Epb.4e11, 1 Cor. 12. 28. Except wee 


are rankt) to be officers. 

Bet ordinary Preaching, Interpreting, and applying Seri 
tures are acts, and proper acts of Elders td Biol c Dok 
5- 17. Titus 1.5.9. ABs 20. 17, 88. Of Stewards Titus 1 


7+ Jo 1CGor. 41» Ot Herald 1 Tim. 2. 7. 2 Tim. 1. 11+ | 


Scriptures, ere Als of office; and that ordinary | 


deny Apoſtles and Evangeliſts ( with whom they | 


| 
| 


| (where 


es 


(where the Original! word Kngik cranſlated a Preacher 


Ter. 3+ 15. 23. 2» SY for Teache 5; nonecan 
deny it, except they can tell us what the office of a Tes- 
{cher (elſe) is and deny the very ſignificancy of the name, 
which carries the duty in it. | 
Ergo. Theſe acts ore the acts of officers, and afts of of 
fice ; and except private perſons though gifted and 
eleRed, and call 'd be officers, they cannot lawtally 


\ 


doe them. | 
But 1 ſhall fartherprove , that ordinary Preaching is 
an a@ of office. 
2. Arg. If Baptizing be an act of office ; which an of- 
cer only can dee then Preaching s. The rea- 
ſon is plaine, | 
For, Chrift in the ſame Commiſſion authorizeth | 
[thoſe to Baptize , whom he authorizeth to Preach, 
Math. 28. I9, $0. bf | 
But Boptizing is an aB2 of office , which an officer only can 
dee. This our ak bop rv | 
. Preaching is an a@t of office 5 and cannot be 
lawfully done by thoſe not in office. | 
I muſt confeſſe, I have often wondred,that any of our | 
4 Brethren are ſhy at B2prizing ; & contefſerhat one gifted | 
| | cannot lawfully Beptize 3 and yet dare venture ſobold- | 
ly upon the other miniſteriall at , which is in the ſame 
Commiſſion and firſt mentioned in it, Math. 28. 19,20. 
And upon which Saint Pex/ feem'd to lay more weight 
then upon Beptixizg, 1 Cor.1-17. This is my ſecond ar- 
ment againſt the Jawfulneſſe of rr Preaching ; 
for ſuch perſons as are not ſolemnly ordain'd and fer 
apart for that work , as well as ou elefHed, and 
| deſired to the work, and inwardly gifted. I come to a 
third argument. | v 
Arg.3- That Tenent that dath neceſſarily tendto moke 


— 
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fignifieth a Crzer, or Herald, ) of Paſtors and Teachers, | 


'be great ordinance of the MiniſterieBjfunSim Jvuſtr — 
F 2 an 
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; and uſcleſſe, 4s t0 it4 abjefe act, canno8 be « Scriptaire- 


{ 


| 


| God fraſtraneous and uleleſle. 


truth, 
That a Miniſterial! function, is a great Golpell-ordi- 
nance, which God hath inſtituced. in - his Church. 1 
have already made gaod by ſeverall arguments;nor was 
it ever denyed by any conliderable perſons: Now, ſure- 
ly none will fay,but if God hath ordain'd a Miniltry,he 
hath done it for ſome ends if he hath ordain'd the fur: 
ction;there are ſorme acts to be done by thoſe in thae fun- 
Qion, and whatſoever Tenent makes the fun&ion of no 
uſe as to theſe ats, or any of them muſt be finfull ; for 
it is a. dangerous thing but to make an ordinance of 


- But this Tenent. Thet anygifted perſen if elrcted, and 
deſired by the people may ordinarily Preach,open, interpret and 
apply Scripture, doth neceſſarily tend to make this great ordi- 
nance of the Mixiſteriall function fruſiraneous, and of no uſe 
44 to 141 chiefe act. [ 90F 1 ER 
| To prove this, I need doe no more then prove, «-,. 
- 4. Thatto makea Goſpell-Minifer,according to Go- 
fpelÞinſtitucion, ſomething more is requiſite, then gifts 
and election, and a deſtre from the people, this I have alrea: 
dy done in my firſt argument. 5 
:- as That ordinary Preaebing , interpreting,. and, applying 
| Seriptrer, is the chieft act of the Miniſteriall function: - 
3- That a Ainiftirial function: is uſclefſe as to.this 
aQ, if every gifted perſon may doe it,this laſt is evident 
enough '; for what need any particular perſons be by the 
Qedinance of God; appointed , tq doe that which all 
may doe? 560 of Tf "1. Ta is Bi bl, 
: Toprove the ſecond, that rdinary Prerching opening, 
and applying Scripture, is the chiefe act of the Minifteriall 
funRion- Obſerve byt one or two things. 
. It is the. fir aF in. the - Miniſteriall Commiſſion, 


l 


Preqob, then Baptize. 


Math. 28. 19. Go Preach and Baptize all Nations ; ficſt | 


2. It ſeemes Saint Paw! ſo looke upon it, t Cor1.17. | 


me 


Chriſ | 


A — 


| [Apoſtleſbip included, the Minikteriall' paſtorall atts of 


[Chriſt ( Caich be) ſeue me norer bupe 


— 
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Goſpell ; intimating that though- he had aurhority to 
Baptize, and accordingly. did ir ; yet the maine work he 
had co doe, was to Preach the Goſpell; he Jookt upon 
that as the chiefe a& of his Miniltry. 

L et none ſay that Pax! ſpeakes there as an Apoſi/e,and 
it was indeed the main at of his Apofileſhip, for : 

Is It is plaine th2t it w2s not the diſtinive act of bis A- 
poftl ſbip, for ſo his Univerſal governing and ordering the 
Churches , was his chiefe and diſtintive work. Prea- 
ching was his a& as a Miniſter poſſibly upon this ac- 
count, both in 1 Tim. 2.7, and 2 Tix. t. 114. Paullaith 
he was appointed a Preacher, and an Apoſile ,  &c. His | 


Paſtors and Teachers : Belides. 

3. If Preaching the Goſpell be not the chiefe act af « Mini- 
fer, he beth no act proper to him, but adminiſtring the Sa- 
craments,for the Elders ( ſay we ) the members (fay our 
brethren)have as much to do in governurent of the Church, 
ashe, and for private exborting, &c. Tha alſo belongs 
to them ; and we ſhall delire but one place of Scriprure 
to prove, that the adminiſtring of Sacraments is more 
the peculiar a& of the Miniſter then Preaching. 
Doubtlefle Preaching the Goſpell, opening Scriptmres, ex: 
borting - convincing gainſayers is the chiefea& of the Mini- 
ltry 3 therefore there is a greater charge laid upon Timo- 
thy for this then for any other Miniſteciall at. 2 Tim. 4: 
2. Preach the word, be inſt ant in ſeaſon and ont of ſzaſongre- 
buke, exhort, exc. EP 


need any Miniſtry as to this aft ? what need there be an 
particular perſons appointed by God to do that, whic 


all may doe? Iproceed to a fourth Argument, 
| Whai things muſt not ( by Scripture warrant) only bee 
communicated to others in publike ' afſemblings, by 


Now ifevery gifted Chriſtian may doe this, what | 


faithfull men , who ſhall be able to teach. ot pets 
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ite, bart to Pre 1ch th: | Predicandi 


munus eſt pri- 
us, porius, dif- 
ficilius & ma- 
gis necefſari- 
um. 

Fid. Parei ad 
(ic, 1,Cor.1-17. 


Arg. 4+ = 
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CEE and to whom ſuch things ſball be committed by Timo- 
thies; vboſe things private perſons , to whom ſuch © | 
tbings are not ſo committed according to Scripture. 
warrant ought nat in Publike aſſembling ſo to com | | 
WIHNnicaite. | | | 
But the truths of the Goſpell, ere ſuch or according to 
Scripture-warrant are only to be communicated to 
=3] others by ſuch as being faithfall and able to t$ach o- 
| thers. and bave thoſe things committed to them by Ti- 
mothies,andprivete perſons are not ſuch, to whom 
ſuch things are committed. | 
Ergo. Itis unlawfuil for ſuch to communicate 
| them in that manner. | 
The Major isPlaine. The Minor is to be proyed. 
And 1 ſhall prove it by that place. 2 Tim. 2.2. And 
the things that thow haſt heard of me among ft many witneſ- 
ſes the ſame commit thow to faithfuil men , who ſhall be able 
| ro teach orbers. I ſhall a little open that place. There are 
ſererallchings in ic worthy of our —_ notice of, _ 
| 1. That according to Goſpell order , im Goſpell-Chureber 
| B® | there ſhould be ſome to teach, and others to be taught. So ſaith 
| * Epiſcopi eo | the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 12.29, Are «ll teachers ? Now accor- 
ſunt infticuti_ | Jing this principle it is poſſible chat all may be teachers 
ea que in in aChurch; for if all be gitted, and gifts forthwith 
Evangelio& | makea teacher,all may be teachers very well. Nay, if 
15. lireris con- | all doe butthink they have gifts good enough , all will | 
rinentur,quz | beecachers, if gifts _ make a teacher; and to avoid. 
- _— —- chis I ſappoſe our brethren who are more ſober, ſay 
[1427 | choſe thatreach, muſt not only have gifts, but the call of 
nova.P, Martyr. | the Church; but they have not told us yer where there is 
loc.com.p.$25. | any warrant in Scripture, for the particular Members of 
4 _ _ a&| aCharch to make a teacher by calling him to teach 
| 6 nM chem. But further yet. *. It is plaine from wes that 
| $cripruras ali- | *hoſe that teach otbers muſt be able to teach and faithſull,not 
quid profe. | unlearned and unftable men ; not ſuch as had need be 
| rant. ibid. taught themſelves, what are the principles of religion,no they 
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| anait be *i5% taichiull men and Ir: futticient able men 
too, that are teachers. Thi:dly, 


TR SLE Ss 


ther the Aillensry DoQrines, and many more notions 
which we heare in theſe dayes, be to be found in Pawl's 
Epiſtles, yea or no. 
Theſe able and faitbfill men, before they teach others muſt 
baye a Timothie or Timotbies commit the Goſpell ro them; 
it is not enough that they are gifted, faithful, &c. But 
Timothy is to commit the things to them he heard of Paw!. 
The queſtion is what is meant there by committing, 
what Pax! meant, when he bid Timothy Commit,what he 
had heard ofhim to faithfull and able men , the origi- 
nall word uſed is mygaÞs a myaribnyu : It fignities, 


ſet it before them,thus often, Math. 13,24. v_ 3 I. Mar.s. 
6,7. Luk.9.16. 10.ch 8, L«k.11. 6. Acts 16.34» Acts 17. 
3+ 1 Cor. 1027. 
2. Sometimes to commit 4 thing as in truſt, when a thing 
i committedto ſome and not to others, (o Luk. 12. 48. So 
Chriſt commitced his ſpirit. to his Father, Luk, 23- 46. 
and fo Acts 14. 23. Act: 30. 32. fo Paxl committed che 
charge to Timotby, 1 Tim. 1. 18. fo 1 Pet.q. 19. The ſuf 
fering Chriſtians were to commic their ſoules to God. 
Criticks note it properly {ignifieth to commit a thing to 
the patronage , managing care and cuſtody of ſome; 
Now in one of theſe ſenſes the word is to be taken here. 
Either _ was to lay open dectrinally ſuch things 
as he had heard from Paxl( viz. ) The truths of the 
Gofpell of Chriſt, or elſe he was to commit them to ſome 
(that is) to appoint fome re whom he might intraſt 


Thoſe feithfull able men , muſt Pre:ch old truths, 
Apoſtolicall truths, Pax/s do&rine» Thoſe things which 
thou baſt beard of me, not novell fancies. I doubt whe | 


I, Sometimes meerly to propcund a thing to others, and 


tica. 


thoſe truths with,as publike Tresſarers,to diſpenſe them 


out; to whom it ſhould peculiarly belong to deliver 
\. [themourt. | 


Vid.Leigh Cri- 


| 


l 


_ — — CS 


| Vid.vBetam in 
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Ad4a.c 14.23. 


com ipſius f1- 
dei commitig. 


Arg. >L 


mept hev]o qua- | 
| # viz. Depoſi- 
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If Timotby were only to commit them to ſome (that is )e 

de::lare them to ſoine, B& {er them before their eyes, what 
means the reitrigtion of faithful men & men able ts teach 
others. Surely Timothy was to preach thoſe truths , not 
only to ſuch as were faithfell, but to ſuch as were un- 
f:itbfull, that they might learne to be fairbfull; not on- 
ly to ſach as were ablero teach others, but to ſuch 28 
were to be taught themſ-lvez. Therefore ic muſt follow, 
chat it is the other c-:mmitting that is meant. Timothy 
was to look out faithfull men, and ſach as were able to 
teach others; and to authorize them to that work, and 
commit the 1yutbs of God into their hands as Truſtees, to 
deliverthem out to others, as it was written of old, The 
Prieſts lips ſball preſerve knowledge ; ſo Timothy was to ſer 
le& ſome whoſe lips ſhould preſerve kn-wledge;and to thoſe 
he was to commit the word of knowledge, giving them 
an outward miſſion and axthority, to deale out the truths 
of Chriſt to the people. So that you ſee it was not e- 
nough thac ſome were Tis%, faithful], gracious, and 
ixgr0 able in reſpet of parts : or that they ſhould be 
called by the people ; but this is the Goſpell order. Ti 
mothy maſt commit the things be heard from Paul tothem; 
and then they wereto teach others ; and without this 
though they were faithfull and able, yer they were not 
to aft; andI pray note. It was not enough for them to 
ſay, God bad committed thoſe things to them ; Timotby muſt 
commit them to them. But 1 ſhall proceed to a fifth ar- 
gument. : 

Whoſoever may Lawfully preach the gofeel and interpret 
Scriptures, ordinarily, &c. may warentably require a main 
tenauce, competent for them, of the Church to which they ſo 
preach. ec. | 

But all thoſe members in 'a Church that are guified, can- 
not require s competent maintenazce , of the Church in 
which they are according to Scriptare rules. Therefore they 


| 


cannot lawfully preach the goſpell ordinarily. wy 
Np 2 c 
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| TheMajoris plaine. 
| Whats their due by goſpel warrant , and they are worthy 


of , they may require ? But they that preach the goſpel are 
worthy of ſuch a maintenance, andit is tbeir due. Ergo. 


_—C——— 


The Major cannot be denyed. The Afinor I prove. 
1 That they are worthy of ſuch « maintenance. 1 Tim. 5.18 
Mats 10. 10. All Goſpell laboxrers are worthy of their hire. 

But they are goſpell labowrers : Ergo. Itis their due. 


#- 


They are the Oxen that tread owt the Corne, their mouth! 
are not to be muzz/ed, 1 Tim. 5 18, : Gal. 6.6; He that 
#*s taught in the word, 1s bound to comunicate to him that 
teacheth in all good things. Thoſe that ſerve at the altar 


| muſt live upon the altar,the goſpell ſpeaketh plain enough 


to this,that thoſe thar preach the goſpell,;that adminiſter 
in ſpirituall things , that are to teach others, &c. may 
requirea competent maintenance for themſelves as the 
due of their paines. 

Bue will any ſay, that God hath appointed ſuch a 
gofpell order, that the un-guifted brethren ſbould main- 
tain all thoſe that are guifted ? or that , a Church ſhowld 
be tied up to that duty, which no Church 3s able to performe. 
It will nothing at all helpe to ſay. — They doe not re- 
quire any ſuch thing._—The queſtion is, whether they 
may not requireit of a Church, that 15 able and ought ta 
bave it too ? If they may and owght to have 3t, then, this 
is the Ordinance of God , that all the unguifted bre- 
thren ſhould maintain thoſe that are guificd. _ now 
a nation were parceld out into as many Churches as pa- 
riſhes : and thatin every of theſe Churches, there were 
ſome guifted, poſſibly in one, there might be ten rich 
men, godly but meanly guifted , and ewenty pr mn, 
but well guifted , will any one ſay , that it is Gods or 


a competent livelibood , to the Twenty others 3 negleRing 
their callings to exerciſe their gifts, and to teach the 


flock ? orrather is it his will that one of theſe mx 
G 
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r C9.9.13, 14, 


In numwere | 
enim ur eſt, 
ambirio arque 
temeriras 
Minifteria {bi | 
vendicarent, 
cum divino | 
jure his qui 
laboranr in 
verbo alimen- 
ta debeantur, 
non poſſent 
omnibus, qui 
operarentur 
ſufficerc. 

Peter Ma#- 
tyr.loc.com. 


dinance and will that theſe ten rich men ſhould allow : 


$28, H. 
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Arg. 6. 


Loquitur de 
Sacro legitineo 
Miniſterio, & 
apud dew 7a- 
to frue ordina- 
r10 m0do fue 
extragrdinario 
01 mittat nam 
qui non mſi 
ſunt authore 

| Carent, O aiit 


falſa docent aut ſub aliquk wi ſpecie furant veritatem. Bexa. ad toc. 
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be choſen , to feed the flock and appointed to it, and 
the others ſhould be taught, and keep filence in the 
Church ? if they be Preachers ; For what they will not 
doe, it is their courteſie, bur it is plaine enough from 
Scripture, that they may require of the Church aſufh- 
cient livelihood and maintenance : lam net able to 
{py out an evaſion of this Argument , if our brethren 
can finde an anſwer warranted by ſcripture I hall liften 
to them, 

What, zone may ordinarily ds but theſe that are ſent, 
that private gifted per ſons,,aay not doe ordinarily. But | 
none may preach but thoſe that are ſent. 

Therefore private gifted perſons may not ordinari- | 
ly do it. 

F The Major is plain thus : proved. 

Whit non can ordinarily ds : but thaſe that are ſent, that 
thoſe cannot do, that are nnt ſent. | 

But private perſons though guifted and deſired ore not ſent. | 

Ergo. I have (to make good this Argument, two 
things co doe : 1. To prove that none may preach , but 
theſe that are ſent. that is quickly done. Ro. 10. 15. bow 
ſpall they preach except they be ſent , That which is to be 
proved is. 

That private perſons though never ſo well guifted, 
are not Swipturally ſent, no net though called and deſered 
by the people to do it. For this it isonely requiſite that 
I ihould make appeare, what ſending is there mean: ? 

1 It muſt either be an ex aordinery divine mifſax ſing. 

ly as the Apoſtles were ſent, Or, 
2 A providentiall ſending by giving men gifts, (which 


| ſome call ſending:) 

3 Oran El:five miffen, (pardon the phraſe ) for! 
do not think ir ſenſemy ſelfe.) 

4 Or Ordination, which we contend for : 


Thus much 1 think isplam, that ſending implie, the 


a7 
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aGivity in themſelves, but they muſt be ſenc i. e. Another 


[none thus, now) yea and farwell all the ordinary 


Vindicie Minifteris Evangelici. 
att of another, when you ſay, ſuck 2 one us ſent, your mea” 
ning is not he came of bis owne accord. The Lord com 
plaines by his prophet Jeremy. That ſome ran before they 
were ſent, without doubt they had legs, and the guift of 
motion, and a defire torun,elle they had not run, yer they 


were not ſent, 
It is plain that boſe that preach, muſt not onely bave an 


at muſt concurre,to ſet there or: going,then | chus argue. 

They muſt either be ſent by God, or by men, or by Angels, 
the queſtion is how thetext muſt be underſtood. 

How ſhall they preach except they be ſert ? | ſuppoſe 
none will expound it, except they be ſent by Angellr, 
then the queſtion is narrowed whether the 
textbe to be underſtood of a miſſion from God or men, 
that is the Queſtion, and this propoſition cannot be de- 
nied. That thoſe that preach muſt be ſent, either from Godor 
mez, now of which of theſe this text is meant, let us 
inquire, 

If the meaning of it cannot be onely of a ſending from 
Godimmediately, then it muſt be meant of « ſending oſs 
from men, yet by God mediately- 

us enquire which way God ſends any imm-dite- 
ly, this is either extraordinarily, thus God ſent the pro» 
phets, znder the old teftameent, andthe Apoſtles under the 
new teſtament, is this all the meaning ? then farwel! 
miniſtry ; and farwell preaching ; (tor God ſends. 


Hic probe te- 
nendum deum 
ad vocationem 
mediatam non 
vti miniſterio 
Evangelorum 
Chemmit. lac. 


com. 3*.p-133. 


Quid vetat 
prxdicare cu 
qui non eſt 
miflus, Prz- 
dicabirt is qui- 
dem ſed non ut 
legarus dei 
Ad prz- 
dicationem 
igitur verbl 
requiritur 


meanes of ſalvation now ; (which are there mention: : 
ed in a connexion,) yea and farwell private perlone, 
preaching as well any elſe ; till they make out ro us 
they are thus ſent. 


nem effe legitrimum preconem verbi dei nih qui 3 deo miffus. 


onem Ecclefiz ut alios omnes , Vid. Pareum ad loc. 
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miſſto preco- 
num Erf 
antem de miſ- 
fione Apoſto- 
lica quz erat 


extraordinaria proprie loquatur, tamen de ordinaria eriam ntclleg: debeat, nemi- 
Mirecet enim, de- 
us przcone: alios immediate nt olim propheras & Apoſtolos, per legitimam voc: ti- 


It 
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Vid. Rutherfurd 
due Right of 
| Presbyters. 


P 
FiMr.Gilleſpey 
miſcellaneous 
guelt ions.p.40. 


If ic be to beunderitood of an Ordinary miſſion by God 
the Pueſtion is azaines \vhether it be ro be underſtood of 
| an immediate miſſion, or a mediate miſſion. 
| For ar ordinary immediate miſſion,we were to ſeek for it 
til the auchor of 9a[gi&» faund it out tobe, an ordin 
exifring of perſons by Gad. But thatall that have gifts, | 
are not ſent by God, it is plaine enough. By many 
guifted blaſpbemers and hereticks, and lewd wretcber, con: 
cerning whom to ſay God hath ſent them to romp 
tor the begetting of taich in ſoules is little leffe then 
Blaſphemy. 

And belides if this ſending be enough, Mr. Gilleſpy 
well argues, that there is no need of the peoples eleQing 
or chyſing , ſo that we mult find ſomething elſe, to be 
meant by ſending there. 

And ic mult neceſſarily be meant you ſee 

Of s ſending that is not ceaſed, tor the Apoſtle is there ) 
ſpeaking of the ordinary meanes, of ſalvation which 
are to continue ro the end of the world, 

2 Of a mediate miſſion from God, not of a ſending by 
Gods immediate ſole a&,explicitly ſpeaking from heaven 
to preachers ſaying,go preach,or implicitly bidding them 
go, by giving them guifts & a deſire to go,ſtill the Que- 
{tion is, By what meanes ? or by whoſe aGs they muſt be 
ſent, as Gods inſtruments, ſurely all will fay by ſuch 
Inſtruments , as Chriſt in his grſped bath appointed, in 
his ſtead ſo to ſend, or thus : It mult either beby the 4: 
vill power, or by tbe Church, is the meaning this, that 
none can preach but ſuch as are ſent by tbe civil magi« 
ſtrate ? then for 300 yeares after Chriſt none might 
Lawfully preach bat the Apoſtles, which I fappoſe none 
will dare to ſays 

The meaning then muſt be , that nome can preach but 
ſuch are ſent by the Church : andftill the Queſtton is. 

1 Whether they muſt be ſent by the whole Church, or by ſome 
particular perſons * | 


Though 
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Though this might be ealily refolved by 2 Tim. 4.14 
Aſs 6. 6. that the Presbytery of the Church is to ſend 
them, yet 1 ſhall not here inliſt upon ict. If they muit 
be ſent, they muſt be more then gifted, that isplain 
enough : and the Church muſt ſend them , either the 
Presbytery of the Church , orthe wholeChurch mult ſend 
them. There muſt be an at of the Church, concarring 
to make a lawfull preacher. 

The next queſtion is, whether the Charches chooſing and 
defiring one of their brethren to preach, be a ſ:nding yea or no, | 
and the ſending there meant yea or no. T hat it is not I prove. 
1 From the uſwall acceptation of the terme [ſending | ſup- 
poſe you have a bulinefſe to be difpatche At Torks » you 
chuſe oneto goe, and deſire him togo, is this ſending 
of him ? ſurely yHu doe more then this, you give him 
arder, and commandto go, and you do not ſay heis ſent, 
becauſe you have choſen him, askt bis willingnefle,&c. 
cill you have commicted your buſinefſe to him, and 
authorized him to goe, though he hath legs and an 
horſe, and a goed mind togo, andyou bave choſen him 
yet, he is not ſent, and ſhew me inſcripture phraſe, 
where ſent can be expounded , choſen, or d:ſiredto goe, 
and that is the whole meaning. 

2 Befides, the preaching there, is the preaching 
Knguarorſos of one that 3s an herald and publiſheth a thing as 
an Herald, in az open place, now when a Prince or State 
ſends an berald, dae they onely chuſe a man at armes 
and defire him to gee ? they alſo give him his ſolemne 
inſtruttions and anthorize him to goe. 

Thus we have found what is 'meant by ſending. Ne- 
gatively it is not, being gifted or meerely choſen and 
defired to the work , there muſt be ſome thing more, 
concurre to ſendingyviz. A commiffi 1 -ting of the perſon 20 


wve work , now this mult be done by ſuch perſons,as have 
authority from- Chriſt to do ic, and in ſuch manner, 
and forme, and by ſuch rites, and ceremonies, as ac- 


Vid Leigh Cri- 
tica. 
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| have ſtabliſhed their jadgements in a truth dire&ly con | 


| ſtry, 7s @ ſtanding - ffice to which belongs the preaching af the | 


from God mpon them in their worke. | thall adde no mote 


| therlands, the Churches of Chritt in New Exglexd &c. 


Vindicia Miniſteris Evangelici. 


cording to Goſpell-pretiden!'s have been tormerly 
aled, ( this is Chrilis common law, ) and according| 
co goſpell-precepts(theſe are Chriſls Statute law) in the 
caſe and except thoſethat preach be thus ſent, the 
Apoſtle knew not, how they ſbould preach, that 
is, fo as to juſtifie their aZ, or expe® any bleſſing 


to that Argument, the Apoltles Interrogation implies s 
Negation, 
There are ſeverall other arguments produced by leat: : 
ned Giveſpy, as 1. From the law of nature, 2 from 
that place Heb. 5. 4+ and 3 from that place Heb. 6 
1. 2. Batl (hall not enlarge upon them , I ſhall onely 
mention one Argument more, which alſo will onely 
be a probabili. | | 
It is likely that that tenet which the Churches of Chriſt in 
all ages bawerejefied, and that praGtice which the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in all ages , bawe decried and avoided, is not 
2 truth of cbrift , it is not probable ific were that, Chriſt 
would have hidden it from his Churches , much lefle, 


trary tO it, viz. Thet the Miniſtery, ax ordeined Mint 


gefpel. Indeed ſome truths may be hidden yet, but] 
doubt whether in any one truth(eſpecially ſo neceflary) 
ar this God bath ſuffered all bis people to erre, all this while. 
But the (, burches of Chriſt in all ages , have rejeCied this 
opi::imn and praffice. Yeaand held the clean contrary; 
and at this day, all che Churches in the world reje& it, 
but (thoſe in Exzg/one,and ( but ſome of thoſe neither )' 
that are called independent churches) excepting. Ar- 
minian and Socinian congregations, and Anabeptiftical 
companies (not worthy of the name of the Churches 
of Chriſt.) Enquire into the praQtiſe of the Churches 
of God, in Scotland France, Helvetia, Germeny,the Ne- 


an | 


ee 
—y 


— 
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and let theic judgements be askt, and their pra- 
Qice inquired, yea and of all the Presbyterian Churches 
in England, which as they treble the number many 


__— 


ſuppoſe withoue boaſting } ſay and ſpeak modeſtly , 
char they have as learned Godly Paſtors and eminent 
Chriſtians in them, as any of our Brethrens congregati- 
ons have, whoare of diſſenting judgements and pra- 
Rice, from us in this point. Now that the fpiric 
ſhould guide our brethren into this truth, and it ſhould 
be hidden from all but themſelves ſeemes very improba. 
ble. For theproofe of this if any will pleaſe to peruſe 
Corpus &> ſyntagma confeſſionum fidei, Or Mr. Seamans 
abridgment of it in this pointin his anſwer to Nalgicn 
they may be ſatisfied. Bur I ſhall not enlarge more up 
on this, for when I have ſaidas much as 1 can. Our 
Brethren will tell me | have proved their praftice, but 
fngular, not ſinfull, and welive in an age, that makes 
many preſidents and followes very few. 1 therefore on- 
ly propounded the Argument, as probable not neceſſarily 
COMVINCINg. 

] remember 1 made a promiſe to ſpeak ſomething to 
a arguments as are brought, to juſtifie this pra- 

ICC, 
Fheſe are brought either. 
1 From Seripture precepts, or (diſpenſations at leaſt) 


or, 
2 From fcripture prefedents, Or, 
5 A part rattone. 
4 From Reaſon, not prove ſo anon, 
I will begin with the ficlt ſort, ſuch as are from ſcrip- 
ture precepts, where there is a command given 


for them to Prepheſie and exhort aud preach, Kc. 
The firſt ſort of feriptares are thoſe where the A+ 
poſiles lay a charge upon all Chriſtians, to Exbort aud 
quicken one another, and provoke one another to love and good 


times over of the other Churches ; ſo wee may , (we 


workes : 


Ob. i. 


—_——— 
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workes:Heb 3. 13.Heb. 10.2 4.8c. To all thele I anſwer, 

If we lteere this argument into a ſyllogiiticall torme, 

ic will run on ground preſently, it mult be chus. 

If every p:ivste Chriſtian may ( according to ſcripture) ex- 
bart bis brother and provoke and quicken him to ley , 
and geod warkes , then be may publikely preach , open 
and apply ſcriptures 

The argunent halts already , he may exhort his bros 

ther privately, and provoke his brother, and quicken him 
ty Ioveand good workes, and yer not preach. I told 
you in the beginning this was nut the queſtion. 2 Theſe 
Scriptures would ſerue as well to prove it the duty of thoſe that 
ave n0t, as of thoſe th2t are guifted,it is a common duty up- 
on all chriſtians. . 

But theſcripture is plain that be that þath a talent muſt 

improve it, Mat.25.25 30.0r be condemned for hidingit. 

1 We know. Theologis par aholica non eſt argumentati- 

va, there is no great truſt to arguments for poſitive 
truthes from parabolicall expreſſions, what talents are 
there meant is not expreſt, 


Occupy till I come, and a called Miniftry Math. 25. 14. 
I5. x = Lord called his fervants. Py FN 

3 (Saith Mr. G3/leſpy ) it will prove that women may 
preach 100, 

4 The ſervant muſt improve bat bis talent , the 
guift of preaching is not ( as we have proved) every git- 
ted brothers talent , the talexs of preaching , i miniſte- 
riall office and authority not guifcs meerly. 

5 For gzifts,they are indeed a talent, but is there no 
other way of improving them, but in pablike preaching? 
he that hath them muſt improve them in his ſphere, every 
man that hath a talent of wiſedome wuſt not improve 
it by taking upon him to governe acity without a call 
and authority to it. 


| 


Bat 


2 If it be meant of miniſteriall talents Mr. Gilleſpy well 
| notes that it will prove aperpernall miniſtery, Luk. 19. 13. 


Viidicia Miniſterii Evangelici. 

But it is prophcti:d concerning the Golpell times. 
That God rwnuld powre out bus ſpiris up. all fleſb, and their 
| ſonnes andibeir d argbters (pould Propheſie , their old men 
| ſhould dre2me drea M2, a%d their young men ſhould ſee V TILL 
| And alſo upon 1b: ſe vants, and v501: the handmaids mm tho} 
dyes will I powwye one my ſpirit, Tre! © 2.:28, 

If chis text prove tha: God promiltd that in his Go- 
ipel{ Church, pcrſous 8 ordained tothe work. 
fhould preach, &c. 

I. Itproves, that af! perſons ſbrald doe it , whence 
comes then the diltinion of gxified perſons nh. 
doing it? all fleſb ſhou!4do it,all ſorts of perſons, 

and then who ſhould be taught. 

2. It proves that women alſo ſpreld Prophecy, your 
dawghters (hall prophecy. ve 28; the handmaids 
verle 29. 

3. Ic ſeemes to ſpeak, for preaching aſleep too , or at 

leaſt preaching fr m dreames and viſtans. 

4- Ic is plain that there the Prophet, foretold onely 
what ſhoula'bappen in an extraordinary tim: under 
the Goſpell, inthe dayes of Pentecoft, as you may 
ealily ſee by the Apoſtle Peters application of 
ic tothe preſent time, Atts 2. 17. 

5+ | might adde tbat according Yo that place , preachers 
need not ſo much as el-Qion, or the call of the 
Church but you have the true meaning of it. 

But there are a fourth ſort of Scriptures , which are 
mach relied upon, viz. ſuch as ſpeak concerning 
& 154% Ro. 12.6. 1 Cor. 14.1. 1 Cor. 14.2431 39. 
I Cor. 14. 5. 1 Cor. 14+ 3: 4+ 5- The Argument is this.-- 
—_ Goſpell prophecying us ordinary preaching , and ordinary 
interpreting. But the Goſpel holds forth , that every one 
tbat hatb gifts ought to prophecy and may prophecy. 

Ergo they may ordinarily preach. | 
Now to this I anſwer. 


| Thar the propolition is falſe, Goſpel propbecying ſpoken | 
©. | H of 
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Qu. 


of in thoſe places is not ordinary preaching and interpreting of 
Seri fUTES» 

his I could prove by the conſent of expoſicors; 
ſome of which I ſhal hint, as Aretiw, Calvin, Martyr 
Diodat, Ruther ford, Baines, Dickson, Gilleſpy, Gerard, P «- 
res, Bucanu, Zinchy,Eſtius, Aquinas, (of the Ancients) 
Chryſoftome, Th-ophilaFt, Theodoret, eþc. 

- Bacl _— our Brethren will except againſt this 
Jury. 1ſhall therefore indeavour to prove by Scripture 
arguments, comparing Scriptures with Scriptures, that 
by Prophets and prophecying in the new teſtament is 
not meant, the ordinary preaching and exhorting of 
( ordinarily) gifted pon and here 1 ſhall do little 
more, then give you ſummarily what thoſe two learned 
men have {aidalready.Mr.Rutherford & Mr. Gillefpy. 

1. The Apoſtle diftinguiſheth prophets from Paſtors 
and teacbers, both in Eph.4. 11. 12. and 1 Cor. | 
12. 28. 29. | | | 
2 The Apoſtle in all thoſe three places, ſet them next 
Apoſtles, above Toe ons Paſtors,and Teachers 
and is that the place of gifted Brethren think we? 
3. They are Enxmerated in all thoſe ibree places amongſt 
officers of the Church. - | 
4. They are mentioned with « note of ſingularity, 
1 Cor.12.29.30. Are al propbeti? Are al terchers,efc. 
5. Propbets in all the old and new teſtament . ſegnifie 
ſome in office peculiarly cald and fent. 1 Sam. 3.26: | 
1 Sam.22.5.A&.13. 1.AQs 21.10.11 AR.11.27. 28. | 
6. Theſe prophets ſpeak by extraordinery revelation. 
1 Cor14.26.v. _ 
. The Apoſtle plainly diſiinguiſherb,tbu prophecying from 
4 the — knowleage —_— word of Les rei ; Cor. 
' 12.$+9. TOs Ie 

8. The word propbecying # generally uſed in the new Teſta» 

ment, for that which is extraordinary and by Revelation 


Mar. 26. 68. Rev. 1.3. As. 21.9. Luke 1. 67.Rev. 
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22.10.19. Rev 1011. Mar. 7. 6. 1 Peter. 1 16.lud- 
14: Lake 1.76. 7,28. Mat, 21.26. 14. 5.Mat. 13.57: 
Mat. 7, 22-ACs 19, 6. &c. lo. 11.51. 1 Tim. 3. 16: 
9. Itis reckoned « one of 1bs rareſt gift: the Apoſtles bad, 
x Cor. 13. % 1 Cor. 14, 16. preferred before the 
gife of tongues, 1 Cor. 14.1. 2. 

19. Paul compareth bimſelfe with 1beſe prophets. 1 Cor. 


14. 37- | 

11. The formal effe. (faith Mr. Rutherford) of pub. 

like edifying comforting,convincing, converting ſou'es 

are aſcribed to theſe preſets, 1 Cor. 14. V. 1.3. 4-5. 
12.24. 25» 31. 


| 22, Laſtly (faith he) the Apoſtle in the 13and 14 


Chap. of that ficſt Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, doth but 
ſet down right rules for the uſe of the offices which be bad ſet 
down tobe the offices , theu in the Church, 1 Cor.12.28.29. 
By all this ic plainly appears , that thoſe places about 
prophers and prophecyings,will not ferve our brethrens 
tyrne to prove their ordinary preaching opening 
and applying Scriptures. 
For thoſe prophets ic appears, were efficers in the Church 
and extraordinary officers, whole cal wes extraordinary 
and whole werke war extraordinary and whoſe abilities 
were more thes ordinary gifts , even extraordinary revels- 
lations. | 

I mult confeſſe there are ſome reverent divines of ano» 
ther judgement , but their reaſons areto be weighed. 
| muſt profefſe,that to me it is as cleare as thelight,that 
thoſe Texts are to be underſtood of extraordinary of- 
ficers in the Church. Our brethren have many things 
to obje&3 they are all anſwered cither by Gilleſpy in his 
AfiſceBaneow Queſtions, p. 74. &c. Or, in Mr. Ratber- 
for'ds Peaceable Plea, p.250. Or, his Due Right of Precby- 
tery, « þ. 295- «d. p. 305. Polhbly ſome who may have 
obiefions in their heads, have not their Bookes ready to 


fatisfie them. I have therefore pickt ont of them, their 


H2 judicious 
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Vid. Gilleſpy 
| p.85. 


0b. 2. 


Vid. Rutherford 
due Right. p. 
295. 


——— —— 


| Judicious anſwers ; and take them ſhortly. 

06.1. Firſt they ſay, Iudss and Silas were eall'd Pro- 
pbets, Ats.15. 32. And they exhorted yet they were out of 
offs:e 3 they are cal'd Brethren, v. 22. 

An. 1. Silas was an Evangeliſt , he went abont with 
Paz!, Acts 16, Preaching the Goſpell every where, 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia to Theſſalonics, Acts 
I 7.1.4. To Berea.v.lo.He was anextraordinary officer. 

'2. What though they be call 'd brethren, yet they are 
call'd the chiefe among ſt the Bretbrez; one that was choſen 
to travell wich Pau! was call'd a Brotber, 2 Cor. $8.18. 
Apollos is call'd a brother, 1 Cor. 16. 13. Yet he is a 
Preaching Minifter P als fellow labourer, 1 Cor.3.5. Tims- 
thy the Evangeliſt is call'd a Brother, 2 /or,1.1. &c. 

Ob. 2. The witneſſes are ſaid topropbecy, Rev. 11.3. Now 
private Chriſtians are the Lords witmefſes againſt Anti- 
chrift. not Miniſters only ; tberefore they may propheey. 

Anſe I. Itis the opinion of Reverend Divines , that by 

the two witneſſes are meant Miniſters ; fo Iuniw, 
Coope-, Parew, &c. 
2 Whit prophecying is there meant, 41 not cleare ? 
3e It lies apon them that bring this objeRion to 
prove. I. That by witneſſes there are not to be meant 
ſome particular perſons extrardinarily,or ordinerily 
gifted and ſent. 2. That their propbecying is or- 
dingry preaching , in orderly Churches conſti- 
tated. 
Ob. 3. 1 Cor. 12. 7. 1tis ſaid the Mdanifeſtation of the 
Spirit 3s given #6 every one #0 profit withall ; therefore all 
may prophecy. | 
An. Read onfirſt. The Apoſile tells you in the very! 
nextwords , that in your ſenſe the manifeſtation of the' 
ſpirit ts not given toevery one. To one « given by the Spirit' 
the word of wiſdeny, to another the word of knowledge, by the' 
ſame ſpirit, &.--v.10.To another prophecy; where norte. ' 
1. That the Spirit hath not given to any one al gifes- 


but 
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but thu gift to oxze; and another to another; the manifeſia- 


2. Obſerve that prophecy is diltinguiſh'd from the 
word of knowledge ,by which it is plaine 3 that prophecy- 
ing is not exhorting by the word of knowledge,&c. 

Fourthly they obje&, the Apoſtle faith , you may all 
propbecy one by one; that all may learne and all may be comfor 
|red, n Cor. 14-31. HRg 
1. So the Scripture ſaith Chriſt died for all; this is an 
arrow out of the Arminian Quiver. But it will not fly 
home, for. 
2. Surely none might prophecy, but thoſe that were 
propbets, 1Cor, 12.29, Are all prophets by 
3. It is ſure enough wooer might not, 1 Core 14. 34. 
Yet al brings them in toos 
4+ It is plaine enough, «ll of the men did not prophecy, 
1 Cor. 12.3. | 
5. It muſtbe meant all you, that have the gift. of prophecy 

and are called to it, 8c. Theſe were all extraordinary 


0 f. 

Fifthly, they obje&, that the places cannot be meant 
of extraordinary officers 3 for, 1 Core 14. 26. Itis ſaid, 
every one of you bath a Pſalme, hath a Dofrine, bath 4 
Tongue hath a Revelation, bath an interpretation. 
An. 1. What one in the Church bath, every one hath, 
that is finaliter and objective, for bis good and benefit; So 
Likk. 16.29. It is ſaid Dives Brethren bed Moſes and the 
prepbets. 
So Eph. 1.7. We have redemption, yet are no redeemers 
ſo in many otherplaces (which Mr. Gilleſpy quotes )che 
Apoſtle ſhewes how the As of their officers were al] 
fortheir good and advantage. 
2. By this Text, every gifted brother might compoſe 

new Pſalmes, ſpeak revelations and ſtrange tongues 


tion of the Spirit is given in oze kind or other to all.| 


EY 
Ob, 4s 


Vid. Mr, Rue 
therford-p.299. 
And Gilleſpy. 
P 76.77- 


as well as prophecy. 
BD. | 3+ By this Textthere is not only a liberty of prophecying 


Vid.Gilleſpy 
bidep.79- deale of ſtir with this terme every oe 3 now it is plaine 


am of Paul ; and I am of Apolory &c. The Apoltles plaine 
meaning, is that one ſaid he was of Pax/; and one ſaid 
[ am of Apalles, &c. 

hb. Obs But further they ſay. The gifts which ere required in s 
Gilleſpy 89. | Prophet, are ſuch as men ordinarily might have, oc, 1 Cor, 
14-3-26 Such as tend to Edifie, 8c. 
o].1. This is a begging of the queſtion; we deny it, 

2. It is no proof becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, that the end 
of prepheeyi is Edification, 1 Cor. 14. 23. 6 Extra | 


= ordinary gifts were given for Edificaties, and extraor- 
dinary officers as well aSordinery. 
0h. 7. \ Butthey objeA,thet we muſt not defire extraordinery gift: 
ow, 1 Cor. 14. 1. The Apofile bids them deſire they may 
propecy. : 4 
Gilteſpy #1. | Amz.t. So he bids them defire other ſpirimuall gifis as 
the gift of tongues, &c. 
Vid. Mc.Ru- 2. Though we (now thoſe extraordinary gifts are | 
ther ford peace- |_ Ceaed)cannot defire them,end pray in faith for them, | 
EE AIETG they mighe ; they were promiſed gifts to the farit p/an- 


tation of the C bu-cb, and not then ccaſ d. 
| 0L.8. Bus theſe prophets were to be Judged, examined and tried, 


| there for: | 
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therefore they were not extraordinary, 1 Cor. 14.29-32- 
An. Non Sequitur. It doth not follow,the Bereans are 
commended for trying the Apoſtles Doctrine, yet they 
were extraordinary officers ; and the Lord bidding 
his people beware of fa!ſe prophets, Mat. 24. 11. 

24+ Gave a liberty for trying Prophets. 

But theſe texts cannot be meant of extraordinary prophets, 
for there conld not be ſuch a number of them in one { burch. 
Az. This Argument is no way concluſive. 

2. The Church of Corimb was very famow , and aboun- 
ded in all knowledge and utterance, and came bebind 
1nno gift, 2 Cores. 

But extraordinary prophets, were infallible and could not 

erre ; now theſe were ſuch, ar the Church might judge, 

1 Cor.14. 29.32. 

An. This Mr. Rutherford calls a filly argument, for ell 

Spirits are t6 betried by the word. 

DP Extraordinary prophets might erre : Samuel did ſo in 
calling E/i2b the Lords anointed; and Netban in 
ſetting David on work to baild the temp/e. Elias 
was miſtaken , when he ſaid he was left alone in 
I ael; fo did the prophecying diſciples erre, 
Aets 21. 4. In telling Pax! he fhould not goe wp 
to Hieruſalem. 

3. So far as they were guided by the holy Gboft ( ſaith 
Gilleſpy) they could not erre, but they might have 
their own miſtakes and errors. See more Rntber- 

. Jun a plea, 251,25 2,2 53. Adinif 

ut the Apoſtle diſtingniſbeth cy from Miniſtry, 
Ro. 12.6,7. as Fa. ee) were out of office. 
An. 1. The Apoſtle in diſtinguiſhing prophecying from 
Miniſtry there, doth but diſtinguiſh extraordinary of- 


fice from ordinary. So Gilleſpy, and he citeth Gomerw 
with him. p | 

2, The whole ſtrength of the argument lying upon 

that ſuppoſition that the Apoſtle there ſo diltin- 

euiſheth 
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guitherh ; it lics upon thoſe chac bring the argu- 
nent To prove It, 
But the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 14 Forbidding women to pro 
pnecy 3 licenſerh th: brethren that were men. 

An. 1, Truth helicenſ-ch ſome men, viz. Such as are 
prophets, bnc not all. The Lawes oi Frauce faich 
Mr. Rutherford forbid a woman's iitting on the throne; 
doe they therefore licenſe all French men ro uſurp it ? 

2. ( Saith Mr. Raiherford) women mu:t not admini 
{ter the Sacraments, doth it theretore follow that all 
men may ? Bur turther ih« y {aye 

In forbidding womn ta prophecy , be p'ainly ſheweth that 
be ſpeaketh 1:2 of extraordinary pr: phecying ; tor women pro- 
pheteſſes might (peak in the Church, Ex. 15. 20. Jud. 4 24 


Miri:m and D-borzb lo prophecied, and Anna. Lak. 2. 
36. and thoſe Acts 2.17,18. 1Cor.115. 

Anſ. 1. But where doe we find, that after the Churches 
in tbe Goſpell wers orderly conſtituted ; women propltcſſes 
{p the in the Church ; none of the quated places prove it , Cx- 
cept it be, 1 Cor. 1145. 

2. For that place, 1 Cor. ur, 5. Where it is faid a wo- 
manthat prayeth , or propbecyeth with ber bead covered, di 
ſhonourrth ber head ; it is to be underſtood of a woman 
that joyncs in praying or prophecying. 

3+ If thatplace, 1 Cor. 11. 5, Proveth it, itmuſt be 
meanc ( by their own confeflion of extraordinary propbe- 
cying, or elſe it proves nothing 3 and if prophecying be ſo 
to be cxpounded there; ſurcly they will allow the ſame 
expotition in the 12. and 14, Chapters; and then what 
is become of our brethrens argument ? 

Thus 1 have done with what our Brethren have to 
(ay in the defence of thoſe places; which ſpeake of new 
Teſtament Prophets, & prophecying which they would 
have gifted perſims preaching, &c. I haſten to their fifth 
argument from Scripture precepts. 

A fifth objetion which they make of this ſore is| 


- _— 


from | 
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from, 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. Asevery one bath received the gift, 
even ſo miniſter the ſame one to anstber , «r good Stewards of 
the manifold graces of God; If any man ſpeak let bins ſpeaks 
the Oracles of God. 

For this place of Scripture; and the nnderſtanding of 
it obſerve« 

1. That bere is n0t only 8 liberty granted,but a duty enjoyned, 
ſo that by this text, (if it were for the purpoſe)gitted per- 
ſons were bonnd to preach, yea and that. 

2, Without Election and calling, for the Churches 
negle& of their duty, muſt not make him neglett his; 
according to this place he is bound to doe it, whether 
they deſire itor no;zwhich I ſuppoſe will notbe granted. 

3. Dr. Seaman rightly anſwers this, that every one is to 
uſe bis gift with reſpect to the gift it ſelfe 5 and to bis place 


57 


Sol. 


Pi.Dr. Seaman. | 
Vindica.in anf. } 


and calling, the meaning can be no more then this. Let 
every one that hath received a gift, in his place and cal- 
ling aſe that gift, by Miniſtring ic to another; the Mi- 
niſter in the Aſſembly, the private perſon in his family ; 
otherwile. 

It will prove that wan may preach tos ; it is not c- 
nough to ſay n0,they are forbidden in another place, (o are 
all not ordain'd implicitly at leaſt as | have proved. 
4+ By gift #t is very probable may be meant office. For. 

r. He ſayes it muſt be adminiftred ar Stewards, 2 The 
| Apoſtle inftancing in particulars, v.11.Inſtanceth in two 
as of office, exhorting and miniſtring, Ro. 12. $. By 
which place ſaith Dr. Seames, this is to be expounded 
And if ſo,the meaning is only thiss As any one hath 
received any office in the Church, ſo let him Miniſter 
the ſame as a faichfull Steward who is intruſted by his 
Maſter ; andthen it makes nothing to our brethrens 
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grace of God neglef# nat your office , but Miniſter in it to 0 
thers ; and ſo] have diſpatcht thoſe Arguments which |] 
ranked under the firſt head.Such as are drawn fromſcrips 


ture-preccpts, promiſes, or diſpenſations, &c. I come 
to the ſecond, viz. Such as are drawne from Scripture: 
preſidents. I find (ſzy our brethren) examples in Scrip» 
ture of thoſe that were pified and exerciſed their gifts, eve, 
Their firit inftance is that. 
| E!didend Modad propbecied in the Camp , and Moſes 
ſaid weu'z God ati! the Lirds people were propbits, Num. 11, 
26.27,28,29,30. 

This inſtance is much relicd on, but upon very ſmall 
ground as you ſhall ſee by conſidering, firſt. 

1. I hatthisis butan inſtance from the order of the 

Tewilh Church C if prophecying there were an ordina- 


we conceive itatrath , yet you will not grant us that, 
but tell us Church order is lince altered ; and for our in: 
ſtituted worſhip we muſt look to new Teſtament order. 
But ſecondly. 

2. Prophecying and preaching are two things even un- 
der the Goſpel], to be ſure, prophecying in the old Te- 
ſtament, far and rudely differs from preaching in the 
new , you may ſay as much for Iſazab, Hieremiab, &c. 
As for Eldad and Med2d, but if you doe, your concluſicn 
will run mad, by that time you have made it. 

3. The Jewes ſay Eldad and Medad were of the 70. El- 
ders, upon whom way powred out of tbe Spirit of propbecy, 
that was on 4oſes. 


4. However (faith Mr. Rutherford) they bad not only a 


| naked and bare revealing to them of the viſions of God, but 


| them on ation to prophecy. 
| 5. For Moſes bis wiſb,be deth n0t wiſh won'd all the Lords 


| people 
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ry work)you would be angry if we ſhould ſay;The Fewes | 
had a Natiozall Church, therefore we may have one, though | 


an extraordinary impuiſtue Commandment from Gud)ſetting | 


| 
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people were Prieſts ; the Prieſthood was a ſtanding office , 
to which there was to be a ſolemne admilſion ; but a! 
Prophet was an extraordinary perſon extraordinarily 
inſpired by God;and Moſes might wiſh that all the Lords| 
people were Prepbers;we wiſh the ſame, or at leaſt could 
wiſh ic if we thought ſuch Prophecying were n0t ceaſed ; 
and yet we durſtnot wiſh that all the brethren that have 
gifts would exerciſe them. 


A ſecond objection is that, 1 Chron. 17.7, 8, 9. Teboſa- | 


phat ſent to the Princes, to teach in the Cities of Indab , and 


they tanght,yet were not ordained. 
1. This is againe a proofe, from the Jewiſh order 


which you will not ſtand to but where it ſerves your 


cUrnes. 


2s They were ſent it ſeemer by Ieboſophat , they had then 


ſome thing more then gifts or th:11 the eiedion, and call of the 
cople. 

4 4 Mr. Seaman notes, that their teacning,was not prea» 
ching. but giving religious charges as Judges of Afſize 
ſhould does 

4.C Saith Mr. Seaman) theſe were Princes, not the 
loweſt of the people. 

5. He ſent the Levites with the Princes , and Prieſts tog 
v. 8, It is the opinion of expoſitors, that the Prieſis and 
the Levites taught the people : The Prizces went with 
them, for their better reception and authority; 207 c:3n 
ſurparunt ſibi funFionem aliensm (faith Lavater) they 
did notuſurp, the Pri:fts 2nd Levites calling ; there were 
five Princes, nine Levites, and two Prieſts ; and after the 
enumeration of the Prieſts and Levites, it is faid. The; 
targht in Tudzh, and they bad the Book of the Law of the 
Lord with them. 

A third inſtance they bring is rhat, Acts 8. 1.4. Where 


it was ſaid,that after the perſecution at Hieruſz/emn : they | 
thet were ſcattered abroad , went every where preacouing tve | 


word, and As 11.19, 20. 
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| An. 1. But bow doth it appear » thattboſe that preacbed 
were not ordaintd. Lukes flence in it proves it 
not. 


2. Philip who was one of them ; and the only one named, 


v.5+. Was ordained, Acts 6. 6- and A@&y 21, 8, Ex- 


preſſel y call'd an Evangeliſt. | 
5+ But ſuppsſe they were mot ordained. The caſe was ex- 
traordinary, for it was a time of perſecution; they were 
diſperſed from the Apoſtles, &c. This was excepted, be- 
fore 1 ſtated the queition. Dy. Seaman. ſayes this is no 
better argument then if one ſhould argue. Becauſe 
when there was 0 King in Iſrael , every one did as it ſeemed 
goedin bis own eyes, therefore Subjets at any time may 
do ſos x : 
4. Mr, Rutberford notes , that it is 1be opinion of many 
grave Divines, that thoſe were the ſeventy diſciples not pri- | 


A fourth inſtance is that of ApoBos, Acts 18. 24, 25, 
26. He they ſay was not ordain'd, and he preached, &c. 
Bat it is anſwered. 

1. It was in the Synagogue, not in a Goſpell-Church. 
Dr. Seaman anſwers this,that it is but an inſtance of the 
liberty given by the TJewes ; or, rather taken where wat 10 
Cburch in being. 

2. How wi'l it be proved((aith Mr. Gileſpy)- that Apol- 
los being one of Johns diſciples bad no Commiſſion from 
John # Preach. | 

3- (Saith he.) Apolles ſeemes to be more then a gifted 
brother , tor he is ranked with Paul and Peter, 1 Cor. 1. 
12. Heiscallda Miniſter, 1 Cor. 3. 5« Put all toge 
ther. 

Apollos was a Diſciple of John, mighty in #be Scriptures, 
Eloquent,inſtructed in the way of the Lord, fervent inthe ſpi- 


rit, nd it doth 220t appear be was ordained ; and be Preacht 
and taught others in a place nbere werens Miniſters ; there 


vate profeſſrs. | 


fore thoſe that we are ſure are n0t ordained, and bave not ſuch 
gifts 


et A—_—_—_—_—— 
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gifts may preach ordinarily in places where Chriſt i« known. 
Is this a good conclufion thinke we ? 

Sixthly they tell us. The Phariſer, and Lawyers, and 
Scribes, 14@gbt publikely among ſt the Tewer, yet were neutber 
Prieſts nor Levites, 

Ane It. They were officers in the Jewiſh Zbureb, Mat. 23» 
2.13, 34. They Sate in Moſes Chaire ; therefore Chritt 
bade his Diſciples beare them. 

7. Ob. Chriſt at twelve yeares old, went into the Temple, 

and askt queſtions; now it is plaine , they did not take bim 

for an officer ; for a Prophet extr andinary, 

An. 1. What they took bim for '# no great matter, it is 
ſure enough be was a Prophet, and « great Pro 

t. 
2. It was buttheir ſinful liberty they gave, ( notac- 
knowledging Chriſt a Prophet) to permit it. 

3. Itis plaine he was taken for an extraordinary 

Prophet, Luk. 3. 21, 22, 23. Luke 4. 14, 15, 16. 

8. 3» 2. 
Chrift ſent out bis twelve Diſciples , and the ſeventy to 
Preach ; yet they were not officers, for Eph. 4+ 10. Till bee 
aſcended wp en bigh ; be gave not his gifts to men, &c. 
An. 1. They had ſomething more then gifts, and 4 
call; Chriſt bid them goe; they had an extraordinary 
miſflion. | | 
- 2+ They were not Apoſtles in office ts preach to aÞ Nati 
ox1 till after Chriſis reſurreZFion ; for he then gave them 
their Commiſſion, Adas. 28. 19. Bur it is plaine they 
_ | were in officeto preach before in Iudea, Chriſt ſent them 
immediatly, Math. 10. Lake 10. 
* 3: That they were in ſome ſenſe —_—_ is plaine, 
for I:ds:had an Apoſtleſbip, Acts 1.25. Yet he was not a- 
live, totake his Commiſſion after Cbriſts reſurreRi- 


1ſpen e Spirit was after Chriſts aſcenſton. 


on. 
4- That place Epb. 4.10, 1z. Only implies, #hat the 

at ſeeiow » th x Chriſte af 
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Chriſt bids the difpoſſeſſed man, go ſpew forth the great 
things God had dine for bim, and be went and oadud 
them, yet be was net in 6ffice therefore prrions out of of 
tice may preach, 8c. "ns 

Sol. 1. Chrilt bid bim doe it, he had an extraordinary 
Commilſ:on. 

2, He was authoriz:d onely to ſpeake of the Miracle 
wrought, 

;. Ee was authorizcd but to ſpeake his experiences to 
Eu own houſe. 

4. Hz publiſhed ic further, Zr. 9. 20. But hee had 
no ſuch Commillion from Chritt. 
—— —— Further they object. 

The 8 1maritane woman Preached, |o. 4+ 28. And many 
bekeved, Ve 39. 

eAn.1 lf ibis bolds for our Brethren, women may preach, 

2. There was no conſtituted charch nor ordinary prea- 
cDers. 

3 She did but occ2ſtenly declare one point of the Gof- 
pell. But we read that the houſe of Stephanus ordained 
themſelves , to the miniſtry of the Saints , therefore we may 
do ſis 

An. This argument I find anſweredby diverſe, take 


the anſwers given to ic ſhortly. 
1. Many underfiand by the Miniſtry of the Saints there 
miziſtring to the pore : which is ſo called 2 Cor.s, 

4. 2 Cor. 9.12 thus Gileſpy, and Aretive. 
2. Others ſay, by their ordaining themſelves is meant 
no more, then thatthey gexe up themſelnes toit, and 
a: ſired the « ffice of their onene accord , as 1 Tim. 3. 1. 
and Ifaiah ſaid IC. 6. 8 bere am I, ſend me, fo 
Zanchias, yet they were ſent after this , as Zane 
chy argues. 


3. Cyprian ſaith : Novatianus in Ecelefia nec Epiſcopus 
eſt, nec computari poteſt, qui Evangelica &+ Spoſtolica trad: 


| apere 


____—_ 
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tzone contempts, (nemini ſuccedens ) a ſeipſo crdinatus eſt. 


__—— 


et. 
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Habere namque aut tenere Eccleſiam,nullo modo poteſt, qui 
ordinatus in eccl-ſia non eſt, Cypr. Epiſte that is, 

Nvatias is no Bif:1p, nor to be {0 lookt upon, who 
contemning the Evangelicall, and Ap»ſtolicall tradition 
(ſacceeding none) hath ordzined himſelte 3 for none can 
have or hold a Church who is not ordained, in the 
Church, this was the judgement of the primitive Char: 
ches, concerning thoſe taat areſelfe ordained preachers: 
But I haſten to an end. One obje&ion I havellipt, I will 
take it upat laſt, | 

Alaſt inſtance is that of Paul Ads 9g. and Barnabas. 
&c. If Paul aud Barnabas before they were crdaind preached 
then gifted perſons may without ordination, —N:go 
Conſequentiam. 

I. Paul h:d2n extraordinzry Commiſſion,be and Barna 
bas tos were Apoſtle; and needed not ordinary ordinarti- 
on Aﬀs 9 15; 

2. Aﬀs9. 17. Paul was filled with the boly ghoſt before 
be preached, we ſnppoſe all gifted brethren are not ſ9. 

3. Paul and Barnabas, mereafterwards ordained Ads 
I3. 3. 4. Theſe are allthe inſtances they have from 
ſcripture prefidents. I come to the third head of argu- 
ments drawne, A pari ratione, ſo they havetwo or three 
inſtances. | 
If probationers , ſuch as intend the miniſtry may preach , 
then gifted brethren may preach, but we confeſſe they ſay thax 
ſuch «s intend the miniſtry may preach a while to a Church to 
exerciſe & try their gifts. This they think is argumentune ad 
bomines , the ſtrength of it lies in this, becauſe ſuch ex- 
peFants before they are ordained are no morethen gifted 
brethrer, and what they may lawfully doe, by the ſame 
reaſon others that are of the ſame ranke with them may 
do. Bat I anſwer. 


1, This is out of the queſtion,l excepted againi ic at 


firſt. 


2, There 1s not the like reaſon, for the ſcripture com> 
mands, 
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mands that they thould be firſt proved,and then tried, and 

that hands ſhould not be laid onthem Juddenly, now t 
chis end their preaching is neceſſary. 


3. They ſbtuld not preach ordinari'y without approbation, 
4. They ere ſuch as bane ſet apart themſelves , wholy 


by the Precbytery , onely preach for their tryadl, dill 
they have a full Sas 4. roy and then be ordai- 
ned, where now is par ratio f 
A Second inſtance they think to choke us with is, | 
that of feDowes of { olledger, thus they argue. 
If a Batchelour of Arts, may common-place in aColledge, | 
chappel! though net ordained, then a gifted brother may law- 
fully preach though not ordained, &ce the reaſon is becauſe 
eill he be ſet apart, he is no more then a gifted perſon, 
But the lawfulneſſe of the former , we confeſle they 
ſay.—Ergo. Pari ratiene, they will extraft of us they 
think a confeſſion of the latter. But alas the compariſon 
halts, and if we lay this gifted brotber and Coledg-felow, 
and their as together, wee ſhall ſee it. | 
I. ] never knew, that Common-placing call d preaching. 
2. Neither is it in the thing ſo , but a meere ſcholsſtichs 
Exerciſe. 
. Neither is it done ina conſtituted Church, as an ordi- 
nance of God to them, but inthe ſchools of learning. 


V3 


done on the Lords day in time appointed for 
publike ordinances. 


wA 


their probation and tryall before they gee ont to an ordi- 
nary preaching of the Goſpell. 

6. If any doe it upon other account, or in any other way, 
or ts any other end, Let them ſpeak for themſelves we have 
nothing to ſay for then. | 

A third argument they draw from this head @ pari ra: 


10 that worke and deſire the office, and being approved ' 


« Beſides it is done by them that intend the Miniſtry, for| 


Have is this. If a Mr. of a family may open ſcripture 1 
apply 
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{do the ſame as to maxy, it to five, then to ten, if to ten 


| doing the like to a con tton, there is not the like 
Nees ſceme to be the like car: | 


Pecialis deleg ations by office, &c- as an at of office wich 
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_ [ply it in bus family, and s private Chriſtian may exbort 


bis brother, then park ratione, by the ſame reaſon, they may 


then to twenty, if to twenty then to one bundred, if to 2 
bundred then t0 a thouſand. 

\. Butthis we deny andthe por ratio of it too, and to 
juſtifie our denyall wee fay. 

L. - there be a male ay kis family he may : but fe. 
condly. 

2. If they be out of bis family, be at#s ont of bis ſphere, he 
hach Golds command to teach bis brother ret Y, 
and to teach bis family, God hath cald him to it and he 
18In his place. Dext. 6. 6- warrants him, Abrabans was 
co teach his family, &c. But no ſcripture warrants, his 


ſceipturall reaſon,though 
nall reaſon. ; 
3+ It is one thing for chriſtians to exhort one another, and 
another. thing for them to preach to their families, and t- 
preach one to another, he that preacheth doth ir ex «ffict» 


anthoricy, the Preacher interpreteth the word, (faich 
Mr. Ratberford) the private perſon doth but uſe, accomodate 
4 i (4 the (nſe, and interpretation of the word to his ais 
of iſbing, rebuking, comforting bis brother, &>c, 

I am now come to ſpeak the laſt fort of arguments 
which are brought from rationall grounds, and are not 
arguments ad bominem but ſtand upon their owne bot- 
tomes ( though rotten ones in thiscaſe ) viz. Carnall 
reaſon. | | 

Firſt they argue from the end of ordination : The 
end of it ſay they is but to publifþ the calling of a miniſter, 
——Ergo. So he be publiſhed and cald, it is no matter for 
Ordination. 


Not too much. haſt friends ! 


Vid. 


I7. 


Vid. Rutherford 
peaceable Pleg. | 


P. Martyr 
los.com.p- 529. 


Ibid. 


P 259.&c. 


1. Ordination is not a mere publiſhing of one #0 be wr — 
k er 


Arg. I. 


y Þ Arg. 


Sol. 


ſter but ir is the Ordinance of Gud for the conſtitution of 
ſuch an officer as a 


| yet owe could not lawfully execute the office of # Miniſter 
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[pan preacher, it is that without 

which he is no goſpel] preacher, though he may be a 

a goſpell Chriſtian and gitred too, | 
2. [fit were onely a publiſhing one to be a Miniſter; 


without it, for we muit keep Gods orders 3.:This Argu« 
ment would have ſerved to beve excuſed Uzzah, both for 
touching the Ark and carrying it on a Gart , when be ſbould 
have carryed it on bis ſhuwlders, for which God ſmote bim, 
i Chron 13. 10. ch. 15.2.12, 13. Theend of thatcom- 
mand was as Num. 4+ 15+ 7. 9. Only that the ark, 
ſhould be carryed reverently; what matter whether it 
was carryed on a Cart, oron their ſhoulders. Whether 
chey touched it or the Prieits only, yet it is expreſſely 
ſaid, 1 Chron. 13- 10. 1 Cbron. 15. 13. That fortheſe 
two breaches of Guds order Vzzab died,God will have ) 
his ends done by his meanes and in hisorder. Itisa 
dangerous thing for us when God hath preſcribed us 
an order for his worſhip to make our ſelves wiſer then 
God, by arguing from carnall reaſon a needleſneſſe of 
obſerving pun&iliaes as we think which he hath com- 
manded. The Hebrewes ſay well. Nox eft minimum ita 


_—_—— 


Legis a quo non magni montes pendent, there is not the 
_ tittle of the Law,but is very weighty and conſide- 
rable. 

Whatſoever ſubftantiall act belong s to the making a Mi 
niſter , or 15 ſolemnized in Ordination 1s done in Election. 
——Ergo thoſe that are elected need no ordination they are | 
Miniſters. 

1. Itis falſe to ſay that whatſoever ſubſtantiall af be- 
longs ts the making of a Miniſter , or 1s ſolemnized in ordi- 
nation is donein Elefion. The miſſion of tbe Preſbytery, i, 
2 Subſtantiall act which muſt gee to make a Miniſter of 
Chrilt, and this is not in EleRion. 

2. Suppoſe it were true , that all ſubſtantiall aFs, are 

done © 


WW 


” _ 
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done in Election ; yet in the adminiltring Ordinances of 
God, all circumſtantiall acts are conſiderable. 

3. But ic is a rotten diſtin&tion, to diſtinguiſh of ſb-. 
ſtantiall and circumſtantial! acts, in buiineſſes relating to; 
Gods ww»ſhip.in which we mutt have an eye to every ti- 
tle of Inſticutionyif any fay all neceflary ats aredone,in 
the peoples Election it is falle 3 and no better then Petitio 
principii in LogicKk.. | 

4. However,Gifts alone doe not qualifie ; for that is no 

aQ, neither ſubitantiall nor otherwiſe. 

Bat faich another ? 

What vertue doe you think @ Prieſt; hands can bave in 
them ? that the laying en of them ſhould make a Preacher, 
that they fbould g-ve authority to Preach the Goſpel! ? what 

wh at is their Act ? 


the Ordinances of Ghriſt, what vertue is there ſaith one in 
water ? that the child ſhould be b:prized, cannot you if 
you have amind to it fprinkle your childs face ac home 
with water ? ge what vertue is there in the bread 2nd 
wine in the Lords Supper , that you ſhould make a butt» 
neſſe of conſcience to prepare your ſelves. &c? Ic is true, 
there is no great Phy ftcsll vertxe in any theſe, norin 
the Presbyters AAts in Ordination. But they are all Gods 
Ocdinances, which he hath appointed for his worſhip ; 
and which without bl2ſphemy thou caſt not revile, nor 
without breach of Goſpell- duty negleQ; the weight of 
theſe things lies upon this , that they are Gods ordi 
nances. and who art thou that blaſphemeſt ? 

2. Miniſters are hut men, 19 more then others in their na- 
txrall capacity and ſubieQ@to like infirmities, but in their 
miniſteriall cspacity. they are the Steward; of the myſteries | 
of God; officers in his Church whom he hath authorized 


are MY: | 
1. Thus, Propbane wretebes and Apoſtates,blaſpheme all 
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Diffedt Eleftid 
#b ordination? 
que ilia prece- 
dit hec ſubſe- 
quitur,&c. 
Vid. Tanch. in 
quartum þ/&- 
ceptum. 778. 


Arg. » 


Sol, 


to thoſe as; and to ſer apart others, they arebetruſted 
from Chriſt with that power. 


If none muſt Preach but thoſe that are ſet a part by the 
k 


2 Preſ- 


Arg, 4. 
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es eaten ee. 
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" | for there are no Presbyters to ordzine, but ſuch 
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Presbytery and ordain d by them,then preaching is at anend 
a have thei 

awthority themſelves from Rome , which is 8 falſe Church 

and none could bave true ordination from it ; and therefore 


But to this Popiſh Argument, I ſhall ſpeake when] 


| | cometo handle thar queſtion ; By whom Gofpell-preacbers 


cannot give ic to others. 


muſt be ſet apart, which I now haſten to. 


QUEST. II. 


In IE 
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SISSHSSG660A0262 
Queſt. IT. 


Whether thoſe that are tobe ſet apart for the 
work of ordinary preaching and aiſpen- 
fing out the myſteries of God muſt be ſet 
apart by the Presbytery, that is, byother 
AAiniſters in Office. 


EIN the diſcuſſing of this Queſtion I ſhall 

@ obſcrve the ſame Method which IT ob- 
Y ſerved in the former. 

A TI. I ſhall tell you Negatively, what 
te I contend not for, and truly ſtate the 
ESSFIY Queſtion, 

2. I ſhall prove the Affirmative, 

2+ I ſhall anſwer objeitions, 

Firſt, the Queſtion reacherh not ro caſes of neceſſity 
where there can be no preaching, ifthere be not a liberty 
granted for ſome to preach ordinarily that are not formal- 
[ly ordained : Asif a company of Chriſtians ſhould be by 

providence caſt amongſt Heathens, by ſhipwrack, ha- 
ving no lawfully ordained Miniſters with them, nor no' 

Presbyters to ordain them ; Doubtlefs in inch caſes 
ſomething may be done that in other caſes is not 
warrantable,, the people may. ſet one of the Brethren 
| (doubtleſs) in ſuch a caſe apart by Faſting and Prajer 
or if they have one Miniſter with them, and there bee 2 
neceſlity of ordaining more, doubtleſs, he-alone may lay 
his hands up5a ſome of the Brethren, and appoint-them | 

K to 
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Precbytery and ordain d by them,then preaching 1s at an en 

| ' | for there are no Pretbyters to ord zine, but ſuch as have thei 
atthority themſelves from Rome , which is 8 falſe Church, 
and none conld bave true ordination from it ; and therefore 
cannot give it to others. 
But to this Popiſh Argument, I ſhall ſpeake when] 
come to handle that queſtion ; By whom Gofpell-preachers 
muſt be ſet apart, which I now haſten to. 


_—_ 


QUEST. II. 


— 
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| p200090665266252 
Queſt, 11. 


Whether thoſe that are tobe ſet apart for the! 
work of ordinary preaching and diſpen- 
fing out the myſteries of God muſt be ſet 

| apartbythe Presbytery, that is, byother 

| JMiniſtersin Office. 


BEINN the diſcuſſing of this Queſtion I ſhall 

gd obſerve the lame Method which I ob- 
WEN (crved in the former, 
ER I. I ſhall tell you Negatively, what | 
ae] I contend not for, and truly ſtate the 
E WY Queſtion, 
| 21 ſhall prove the Afirmative, 

2+ I ſhall anſwer objeftions, 

Firſt, the Queſtion reacherh not ro caſes of neceſſity 
where there can be no preaching, ifthere be not aliberty 
granted for ſome to preach ordinarily that are not formal- 
[iy ordained : Asif a company of Chriſtians ſhould be by 
| providence caſt amongſt Heathens, by ſhipwrack, ha- 
ving no lawfully ordained Miniſters with them, nor no 
Presbyters to ordain them ; Doubtlefs in ſuch caſes 
ſomething may be done that in other caſes is not 
warrantable,, the people may ſet one of the Brethren 
(doubtleſs) in ſuch a caſe apart by Faſting and Prayer ; 
or if they have one Miniſter with them, and there bee a 
neceſſity of ordaining more, doubtleſs, he alone may lay 
his hands up5a ſome of the Brethren, and appointthem | 
K tO 
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| Divine Right: | (hould wait for an immediate extraordinary Call from 
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; noſt-os pracones | prove 1t but by one Argument, 
' Nan mills ; ordo 
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Sec M R where | tothe work, Janſenins thinks that in ſuch caſes they 


P.187. Heaven : But Yoerins, and Ratherford, and.the.moſt ſo- 
ber Divines yceld the contrary. | 
2. The Queſtion ;zacaethi not to far as to call in queſt i» 
on the [xwfnlzeſs of their Ordination, who were ordained | 
| by BrGops, with cther Presbyters, without dount their ; 
' Ordination is valid, for the Prelatesinthat AR ated but! 
' as 2 Presbyter, and his Ordination of Miailters was a|. 
' Pres byteriall AR. 
|} 3. The Queſtion isnot to whom E/ettion or Call:zg of 
3 43g 

See Zancy.1.4-| a Paſtor dclongs, 1t 15 concerning Ordmation,viz.the f0- 

780,781, 732,| Jemne ſetting apart of him. that. is choſez and called by 

784. | Faſting and Prayer ana Impoſition of hands. 

4. The Queſtion 1s not, Whether rhoſe that ordaive a 
Miniſter muſs be the Presbytery of the next Precintt or 
Claſſis, or all of the ſame Claſſis ? The diſtinAion of 
Claſlis is a buſineſs of Order ;, I know no ſober man but 
will ſay any competent number of: lawfull, ordained,fix- | 
cd Miniſters where-ever they dwell (Joyning together )! 
Aug, 1.7,p.203 | may ordaine a Miniſter, yet Anguſtize and Cyprian tell ' 
See Cyprian. | us it was the praRice of the Church in thoſe times to 
Ep. 52-P.191.2| take Proximos Eniſcopos,the next Minilters, So then the 
veltion.is, 

Queſt, Stated, |  Quelt. 7s whos the work_of ſetting one apart by fa-| 
, ſting aud prajer, &C. tothe office of the Miniſtry belongs, 
| whether to the {,ivill Magiſtrate, or the whole Church, 

or to a Bilhop or the Presoyters? The Propoſition I main- 
tain is.this. 

Prop. © That the work of ſetting one apart thzt.is choſen,and 
Negamus ab 0 © called, and approved, and tried to the Office of Miniſtry 
cleſpds Jon's ; | by Faſting,and nd Impoſition of hands belongs: 
or dinem 3 Chrj- | By Falting,and Prayer, and Impoſition of hands belongs 
fo inſlitutum, | 22 a. company of lawfully ordained Migiſters : 1 will 


Arg. Thu work belongs only to thoſe who can by Scrip- 


cam is ct ut 


| Paftores elegan- ture Precepts or Preſidents be warranted in the doing of it. | 


tur vocentur & 


This none will deny. _But 
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But a company of lawfully ordained Miniſters only 
can by Scripture Pcecepts or Preſidents be warranted in 
doing of it. Ergo 

1. Let me prove that they are warranted. 
2. That others are not. 
For the firſt, That they are warranted;See 1 7 2.4.14 


' 
| giltl antur 


( 


, 


Negletinot the gift whichis inthee by laying on of the hands 


of the Presbytery. It is not by the laying on of the hands 
of the Civil! Magiſtrate nor yet by the laying on of the 
hands of the People, bat of the Presbyrery. What is 
meant by Presbytery there. Authors generally agree, 
that it is Nom:#n Collettivam, a Collective name, and 
ſignifies more than one Presbyter ; To be ſure the mul- 
titade of Beleevers was never called the Presbytery, and 
the Civill Magiſtrate would think it aterme of diſho- 
nour if we ([hould expound it to be meant of them, 

Secondly, If you look oth in the 1 Tim. 5.22. T rmmc» 
thy is commanded to lay hands (uddenty cn no man, and 
Tit.1.5 Titas isleft in Crete, that he might ordaine El- 
ders in every City, 1f the multitude of Beleevers might 
have done it Tit#s might have gone away with Pay; 
| nor willit follow that becauſe 7 :morhy and T1tzs were 
, todoit, therefore a ſingle Biſhop may do 1t. ' For firſt, 
; It is not Evident there were any other Officers be(6des Ti- 
| mothy and Tittzs, And beſides ſecondly, 7imethy and 
the Presbytery may be meant, though..he alone be mentsi- 
oned. So Panl jan one place tels him that the gift was in 
him by the /aying on of his hands, 2 Tim. 1-6. yet 1 Tim. 
4-14. Panl's hands were not alone, - but there was the 
hands of the Presbytery too. 

Thirdly, Look. into the practice of the Apoſtles, by 
whoin were Church-Officers ordained in thoſe dales, 
Als 6.6. Atts 14.23. Paul and Barnabas —ordained 
the Elders in every City. Now we never read, that 
there was any precept for the multitude of Beleevers to 
ordaine, nor any preſident of it, as is already noted. 

K 2 both 
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1'ickins Plea, 
Pag.s. 
R:utberfords di- 


| ving Right, 


p2g.198» | 
Zuwmich, aills 
Caluia. Mail, 
Bican Polan. 


Arg.l1. 


Sot. 


See D. Mayly7, 


x com.529, 
See M, Ruther 
Divine 11ghr. 
I 90» 

See Zanchiun;- 
4'769- 


Sod, 


| moſt of them are already anſwered by abler Pens. I ſhall 
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both by Mr. Wickins, and Mr. Ratherford. | 
And toall theſe I might add the Judgement of all So-| 
ber Divines, and of the Churches ot Chriſt every where, 
but I ſhall ſpare that ; for firſt, Dr Seaman bath doneit to 
my hands; and ſecondly, Our Brethren will except 
againſt them as incompetent Judges. The Scripture 1s 
an Eeven witneſs bet wixt us both ; and how t hat ſpeaks 
; you have heard. TI ſhould prove that none others are; 
| warranted : but afirmanti incambit probatio, | ſhall do 
' this in anſwering Objections which they bring from 
' Scripture, 
| There are many ObzeRions brought againſt this, and 


; do little more than colle& their anſwers and give you 
' them together. | 

| The power of the Keyes us given tothe multitude of 
| Beleevers. Now to whom the Keyes belong, tothem Or- 


j 


| 


' dina:ion belongs, &C. 
7. This 1s but a running into another 

' whom belong the power of the Keyes ? 
| - 2.Tt z5 generally denied, that Chrift gave the Keyes to 
' any as be,cevers to exerciſe it, nor doth that place, Afar. 
| 16.16,17, 18. prove it. | 

Arg.2.T ke multitude of Beleevers Ordained Ma'thias, 
As 1.24,45,0c. To this Mr Ratherford anſwers. 

I. /t us ſaid the multitude choſe them, not that they 
ordained him. | 

2: Mary was amongſt them, ver. 14, but ſure ſhe did 
et make an Apoſile too, 

3. Ver.23. Thoſe words they appointed two are to be 
referred to the Apoſtles, as may eaſily be colle&ted by 
comparing ver.,17,18,19,20,21,22, 

ACt.13,3, The Church ordained Pax! and Barnabas. 

I, This is Grats diltam, it will hardly be proved. 

2. The Text faith, there vere Prophets in the Church 
of Antioch, ver.1. and they miniſtred to the Lorg,ver.2, 


Queltion, to 


and]. 


— 
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and te them the holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Paul and 
Barnabas. and ve.z. When they had faſted and Prayed, 
and laid thiir hands on them. 

As 14.23. The Apoſtles ordained Elders by the lift- 
ing up of the hands of the people ; the word ſignifies no 
more, as Bez4a,&c. 

I, That the word y«gororioay];s 10 that place ſignifies 
no more than the meer lifting up of the peoples hands, 
to teſtihe their conſent, is ſpoken without prook. 

2. It ts certain, that it is generally uſed by Eccleſrafti» 
call Writers for Impoſition of handt. Vide Seaman vin- 
dication,p. 35+ Leigh. Critica Sacra 1n N. Teſt. 

3. Though Beza thinks otherwiſe, jet he doth not de- 
termine it, nor give reaſons for his Judgement ; you may 
ſce what learned Mr Seamar hath noted for tte defence 
of Beza, 1bid.76.77. 

4. Laltly, (faith Mr R#therford ) that place doth only 
prove, that Paul and Barnabas ordained Elders with the 


| conſent and ſuffrage of the People : Which is our very 


Doctrine, 

The Apoſtles bade the Church look, ont ſeven men, 
Atts 6, 

1.Right: But it follows,»whom we may appoint over this 
buſineſs, we, [_not you.'] 

2, They /ooked them ont, and choſe thery, ver.5., they 


ſer them before the Apoſiles, but the Apoſtles prayed and 
| laid their hands on them. 


3. This is right Presbyterian Doftrine, the Church 
{hall chuſe and preſent, the Prerbytery ſhall ordaine. 

Cyprian givesthe power of Ordination to the Multi- 
tude, and fates, Plebs wel maximepoteſtatem habet, vel 
dignos Sacerdotes eligend:, vel indignos recuſanaj, That 
is, the Multitude have the chiefe power of chufing yzor- 
thy Prieſts, and reje&ing the unworthy. 

1.1fthis were for our Brethrens turn it would do them 


little good, for we could ſay, Nor fc fuit ab i%itio,Chrilt 
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Sol, 


Arg.4. 
Sol, 
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| Cyprian.Ep,68, 
P.165,166, 


| Num, 20.25. 


| the power of caſting out ſcandalous Miniſters, and chu- 
| {ing others : But withall Cypria® goes on 1n the very next 


divina authoritate deſcendere, ut Sacerdos plebe praſente, 


and his Apoſtles never ſaid ſo, Chriſt is our rule, not Cy- 
priay. Dut 

2. Cyprian ſaith nothing to their purpoſe. The place 
which they quote I indeed tind in Cyprian, in his 68. Ep, 
Ad Cleram &. Plebes in Hiſpanis, wherein he returns 
an anſ{wer tothe Spaniſh Church, writing to him for his | 
Judgement of what they had done for the caſting out of 
two ſcandalous Prieſts, 4ſartialrs and Baplides,in whole 
ſtead they had cholen Sabimms and Felix ; wherein the 
Fathcr approves the FaR, and ſhews the danger of a 
Churches receiving Ordinances from ſcandalous Mini- 
[ters, and therefore declares they had done well in ca- 
{ting ont thoſe two ; and then adds, qnardo ipſe maxime 
haveat poteſtatem, &c, That to the Church belongs 


words expounding kimſelt, Q#0d & ipſum videmus, de 


2 —_ 


Sub omnium oculis deligatur, & dignus atque idoneus 
publico judicio ac teſtimonio comprobetur. Saith he, we 
have it from Divine Authority, that the Prieſt ſhould be 
choſen the Church being preſtent, and that he be appro- 
ved of by their publike approbation and teſtimony ; and 
he goetk on 1nſtancing in that of Nam.20.25-where the 
Lord commands Aoſes to take Aaron and Eleazar his 
Son, and to carry them to Mount Hor, and there in the 
preſence of the Congregation he was to [trip Aaroz of 
his Garments, and to put them rpon Fleazar hs Son, 
ver.27. Cypria further expounds himſeif by that inſtance 
At?s 6, where ( faith he ) the Apoſtles called together 
the Multitude,&'c. $o that if we will give Cyprias leave 
to expound himſelf, bis meaning is no more than this: 
T hat in the choice of Paſtors to Congregations the Mul- 
titude ſhould have as much to do, as they had in Num. 
20.27. and Ads 4.5,6. AndI pray what was that ? o- 
ſes was to make Eleazar his Prielt in the preſence of the 
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whole Congregation : And A4tts6.the IMnultitxde Chole 
out ſeven, and ſer thems before the Apoſtles. 

But neither of theſe: come near the bufineſs in hand; 
we willingly yeeld, 1. That Ordination ſhould be pre» 
{cnte plebe, inthe preſence of the whole Chutch; that 
as Moſes put Aarons Garments on Eleazar 1n the {ight of 
the Congregation : So the Presbytery (ſhould lay their 
hands on the Miniſter, and ordain him preſente plcbe, in 
the preſence of the Church ; The queltjon is, whether 
the Peoplede to put Aarons Garment on Eleazar? We 


that the Multitude is to look out for their Mirilter, whom 
the Presbyter ſhould ordain, as As 6.4, 5. 3. That 
they ſhould preſent them before the Presbytery, this is all 
Cyprian{ates. Our queltion is, when all this is done who 
muſt do that At which the Apoltles did? A.6.6 Ser the 
Officer apart by Prajer ani Faſting, and [mpoſition of 
hauds. Cyprian never ſaid the People (hould do this ; 
nay, mark a little further what he faith inthe ſame Ept- 
ſtle. Propter qu2d diligenter, ae traditione diving & Apo« 
ftolica obſervatione : obſervandum eſt, ac tenenaum; quod 
apud nos queque CT fere per Provmcias univerſas tenetar, 
nt ad ord:nationes rite celebraudas, ad eam plebems cui 
prepoſitus ordinatur Epiſcopi ejuſdem Provincie proximi 
quiſque convenianut, & Epiſcopos delegatnr plebe praſen= 
te, que ſingulorum vitam plen!ſſime novit, & unity cu- 
juſque att um de e1zus converſatione perſpexit, h 6. What 
was of Divine Tradition and Apoltolicall praRice muſt 
be carefully held and obſerved, that to the celebrating of 
an Ordination rightly, all the neereſt Biſhops of the 
lame Province ſhould meet together at that Church to 
which he is to be ordained,and there the Biſhop or Mint- 
ſter ſhall be appointed in the preſence of the. Church, c. 
. And the ſame Cyprian in another place tells us of a Bi- 
ſhop made 4 ſedecim coepiſcopts, by Sixteen other Bi- 
ſhops, I have been a little large in this vindication of 


grant they ſhou!d be there when it is put on. 2 We grant : 
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Cyprian, becauſe though I find it anſwered by others, yet 
I tgouz ht more might be ſaid to vindicate Cyprian 1n this | 
than others had yet taken notice of; and I ſuppoſe our | 
Brethren will quote this place no more to jultifie a pos | 
pular Ordination, Lgoon to another ObjeAion. 

Ordination is a work of (hurch Power ; now no Charch 
hath power over another, therefore no Presbytery hath 
power over anather Church to ordaine them Mini- 
ſters, 

I. This is running into another Queſtion, Whether 
a Subordination of Churches be a peece of Goſpell order 
or no. 

2. If the Pajtor of a Church may not afl any att of his 
Office to any of another Charch, we would be faine fa- 
tisticd, how any Paſtor may adminiſter eitker of the Sa- 


— — ——  — 


an At of Office too, 
3. We beleeve that the Paſtor of one Church may per- 


2, Oramation ts a greater Act than Election. It was 


| forme Acts of Office to any Church. 

4. A Paſtor of a Charch joznes in Ordination of a Mie 
miſter to another Church, not as be a Paſtor to ſuch a 
Church, but as he & an Oſficer of Jeſus Chriſt, and a Mt- 
niſter of the Goſpell, 

If the Mmnltitude may do the greater Act, ( which # 
Election ) then they may performe Ordination which 
the leſs. 

1. Thzs ts to advance our carnall reaſon ag aintt Serip- 
ture Precepts and Preſidents ; They may do only what 
Gods Werd warrants them in doipg. 


the Apoltlcs Ac every where. 

The Iſraelites laid their hands on the Levites, 
Num.8.10. 

I. I1mpoſition of hands 1s then proved on ali ſides. 
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2. It 15no Argument (which our brethren will allow 
of ) to argue from the Ord:r of the Jewiſh Chnrches to 


the 


— — _—_ 


> >4u = 
" Jay He oe nd ooo -—— 4 4 Bi 4146/9 


— TORE IE 


— 


_— I 


Vindicis Miniſterii Ervangelici. 


a 


4-00 


F — A. 


CGG CRGOO— CY TIES UP EEO _———— TT ——_—r 


the order of Guſpell-( hurches our Brethren mult pay | 
no coine which they will not take. | 
| 


3. Surely all the whole Congregation did not lay their 
hands, then they were ſome that were their repreſenta» 
tives; hence is proved a repreſentative Church, ſaith - >*© M. Ruther, 
| Mr Rutherford. | LAIVITLS gh, 

Their laſt, which is their Achi/ca» Argument,is this, | * — 9 

If it be neceſſary that thoſe that are lawfull Preachers, Ss 
be lawfully ordainedby a lawfull Presbytery ; Then it will 
follow, that there can Se now none lawfully Ordained ; for 
whence had they that Ordaine them their Ordination? 
From the Biſhops, andthcy from Rome. Rome zs xo trac 
Church, and hath no true Miniſtry ; an thoſe that were 
wot Miniſters themſelves, conld not make others. 

So that now we have notrue Miniſters, none truly | 
ordained, ; | 

This Argument they think like the Sword of Go/iah — 
None to it ; there is already ſo much ſpoke to it that 1 
can add no more,but only giveyou what others have ſaid, | 

I, This is the old Cloak that the Papiſts thought to 
have forced us back to Rowe by. But, 

2, If this Argument be good, I hope our Brethren | _ | 
| Will be all Gaptized againe: For, if they were no Mini- _— _ 4 
fters that Baptized them, their Baptiſme i null ; if they| ,,, 5, 6a. 
were Miniſters, they had as much to do to Ordaine as | 64,8&c, © 
to Baptize. | 

3. If this Argument be good, 7 hope or Brethren will 
gather their Churches new againe ; for what had a com- 
pany of unbaptiz.ed perſons to do to combine together ts 

make a Church and call Paſtors ? 
4. Suppoſe tre Reformers had no Ordination but the 
call of the People, it was a plaine caſe of neceſſity, and| » 
they had power doubtleſs 80 refore that Ordinance to 
the ( harch againe. 
$5. It is thought by many learned and judicious men, 
that though the Ordination of Romiſh Prieſts,as wh 
L © 
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Cypriav, becauſe though I findit anſwered by ovhers, yet 
I tnoaght more might be ſaid to vindicate Cypriay 1n this 
than others had yet taken notice of; and I ſuppoſe our 
Brethren will quote this place no mora to jultifie a pos | 
pular Ordination. Lgoon to another ObjeAion. 

Ordrnation is a work of (hurch Power ; now no Charch 
hath power over another, therefore no Presbytery hath 
ra over another Church to ordaine them Mini- 

ers. 

I. This is running into another Queſtion, Whether 
a Subordination of Churches be a peece of Goſpell order 
or no, 

2. If the Paſtor Ml a Church may not afl any att of bs 
Office to any of another Charch, we would be faine ſa- 
tisfied, how any Paſtor may adminiſter either of the Sa- 
| cramentsto any that are not their own Members ? that 15 
an Act of Office too, 

3. We beleeve that rhe Paſtor of one Church:may per- 
| forme Acts of Office to any Church. 

4. A Paſtor of a Charch joznes in Ordination of a Mi- 
niſter to another Church, not as be a Paſtor to ſuch 4 
Church, but as he & an Officer of Jeſus Chriſt, and a M1- 
niſter of the Goſpel. | 

If the Multitude may do the greater Act, (which # 
Election ) then they may performe Ordination which 
the leſs. 

I. Thu ts to advance our carnall reaſon ag ainit Serip- 
twre Precepts and Prefidents ; They may do only what 
Gods Werd warrants them in doing. 

HE... Ordrnation is a greater Act than Election. It was 
the Apoltles At every where. 

The Iſraelites laid their hands on the Levites. 
Num.8.10. 

I. Impoſition of haxds 1s then proved on all ſides. 

2. It isno Argument (which our brethren will allow 
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gather their Churches new againe ; for what had a Com- 
pany of unbaptiz.ed perſons to do to combine together to 
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the order of Goſpell- Churches ; our Brethren muſt pay 
no coine which they will not take. 
3. Surely all the whole Congregation did not lay their 


hands, then they were ſome that were their repreſenta- 
tives; hence is proved a repreſentative Church, ſaith 
Mr Ratherford. 

Their laſt, which is their Achi/caz Argument,is this, 

If it be neceſſary that thoſe that are lawfull Preachers, 
be lawfully ordainedby a lawfull Presbytery ; Then it will 
follow, that there can 5: now none lawfully Ordained ; for 
whence had they that Ordaine them their Ordination? 
From the Biſhops, andthey from Rome. Rome # x0 trac 
Church, and hath no true Miniſtry ; ani thoſe that were 
wot Miniſters themſelves, could not make others. 

So that now we have notrue Miniſters, none truly 
ordained, 

This Argument they think like the Sword of Go/iah — 
None to it ; there is already ſo much ſpoke to it that I 
can add no more,but only giveyou what others bave ſaid. 

I, This is the old Cloak that the Papiſts thought to 
have forced us back to Rowe by. But, 

2, If this Argument be good, I hope our Brethren 
will be all 8aptized againe : For, if they were no Mini- 


were Miniſters, they had as much to do to Ordaine as 


to Baptize. | 
3. If this Argument be good, 7 hope onr Brethren will 


make a Church and call Paſtors ? | 


call of the People, it was a plaine caſe of neceſſity, and 
they had power doubtleſs to ryeftore that Ordinance to 
the ( harch againe. 


that though the Ordination of Romiſh Priefts,as Prieſts, 


4. Suppoſe the Reformers had no Ordination but the 


5. It is thought by many learned and judicious men, 
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bes Sramien | be a nullity, yet their Ordination to. the e Office « of Prea- 

Vind.p.51,52- | ching the Word, Cc. 1s not fo, 

ves A0-K + 2 hough the Church of R-z2e be a falſe Church,yet 

as m_rmY "| there may be ſomething in it true. 

Std to 7. The Prelatcs ordained not as Lord Prelates, but as| 

Presbyters with ether Presbyters, 

Arg 1o. But the Civill Magiſtrate ts to fend ont Preachers ; 

ſo ]:hoſophat ſent the Princes to teach inthe Cities of 

Judah; the Book of the Law was comm.tted tothe Civill 

Magiſtrate : Se our reforming Princes ſent out ſuch as| 

| were gified to preach &c. 

|---. Bo 7 Ls Civill Mzgiltrate is to zake care thar the Goſpel! 

| be Paeached, but net 10 authorize any by Ordination to 

20-49 it, 

' 2 Tothe inſtance of Jehoſuphat I ſpake before. 

See Coemm. lo; | 4.The End of the:giving of the Book of the Law,was not | 

07-3eÞ-134 Io chat the Magiſtrate ſhould Frcach ont of t ; ; bat, 1.'That 
| he ſhould /carne ozt of ir. 2, That be ſhoald command 
; the Prie#ts and Levues to teach the people out of it. 

Sze Zanch. in | 4+ The Magiſtrate is to ſend ot Preachers, that is, to 


5 qo VER take care they be ſent out by ſuch as are to Ordaine| 
792,3793:6 , them. 


Sol.1. 


5. The Maziltrate 1s to command rhem that Preach to | 


' preach the (Geſv*l! of Chriſt nuty ; as the Kings of 1/rael| 
Char Fre the Levites, 2 Chron.15.9: 
| If 1 nuliaze not, thus only did relipious Princes 
ſend cxt ſuch 5 were gifted; orellen was a Caſe of ne- 
« ſſuy, when the Church was to be new conltituted, be- 
ing altogethcr corrupted, and ont of 0: der. 
| | The Maziltrate is to con:mand theſe that are in Of- 
' fice to do their Office, andto reſtraize thoſe that do ut no! 
| regnlirly; to punth fuck as preach lies iv the name of the 
| L5rd; bat 2s it canotbe proved, that any Godly Magi- 
| rates in act ordinarily made Prieſts or un. ug lo 
| neitheir can 1t be proved, that Chriſtian Magiſtrates un- | 
; der the Goſpell can make Preachers in Office by their | 
| 


mittion. But 
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But Jehoſaphat, Hez+ekiah, and Nehemiah preached, 
2 Chro.19.6,9,10.. 2 Chro.: 9.45. yet they were not Or» 
dained, | 

To this Argument Mr Rwtherford anſwers fully in his 
Divine Right. p.28 4,785. 

I. Theſe Sermons were all made in anexiraordinary 


defetTion of the Prieſts, 


divine Impnlſion, as they were Prophets, 

3+ Princes as Chriſtians and gifted with learning may 
occaſionally, as the nurfing Fathers of the Church, upon 
ſome extraordinary exigent, as at the meeting of States, 


Word of God to exhort the people to Generall duties of 
Religion and Juſtice, &c. but what is this to-ordinary 
Preaching, 

4. Nehemiah was a Prophet, and an Author of Ca- 
nonick Scripture ;yet(ſaith Mr R#therford) we read not 
of his Preaching at all. 

Theſe are the chief of the Arguments I meet with ; 
the Reader may ſee divers more produced and aniwered 
in that Learned Rwtherfords Divine Right of Presbytery, 
p-235,286,387,&c, I ſhall add no more to this third 
Queſtion. 

Whether thoſe that are ſet apart for the Ordinary 
Preaching of the Goſpell, muſt be ſet apart and 
ordained by the Presbytery. 


2. They were Sermons of extraordinary inflinft and 


or the going out of an Army to Battell, make uſe of the 


See M, Ruther, 
Divine right, 
P.285. 


re ee eo. 


4.6 "SchAC. Reaſ. 1. This was the Conſtant praftice of the Apo- 
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Queſt. IT1 I; 


to the Office of the Miniſtry, that the pex- 
ſon ordained be Ordained by Impoſition of 
hands, yea or no? 


2% mult confeſs I have in my own weak 
C4 \& )udgment been more remils, as to the 
wp 3 b; +.» , 
$3172 neceſſity of this Rite in a lawtull Or- 
F 4-2 : : J 
FN dination than now I ſee cauſe, or durſt 

7, ex} Dc; and I cannot think that in an or- 

See nonin | VERSZISEWY derly Ordination it can without Sin be 
AR.14-23, | omitted, Iknow there have been many eminent Divines 
See Po!,Syata- , that have been more remils in it, as Beza, Polanus, and 

p.8, 4 l. | Hreting, Buchanu, Chemnitius, and diverſe others : but 

a6 #SORY they all ſpeak very tenderly of it, as that which wasthe 
pk _ . rite uſed by Chriſt, and the 4poſtles,and the Patriarches, 

Ducd mnltisin But withall, the moſt have been as zealous for it, as Peter 

is [it (ca 'D. RE.D Hier. Z2 ace. : 

a a i ali | apr parton deg ' er 
Ceremoni”s Alt» | pY Pp | 7 4, 7 ;® / | } F T I / Y 
quem frob.u | Mr Seaman, p.87.Ca v.Inſtit. 4.c.3.fe +10, Walleas 1.2. 
5. | 
ſun. £280. nm, But Authorities are worth little on either ſide, I hall 


4 PrXC.789 NP 1a | = 
CC: Caluti ut. rather gIVC JOU my reaſons 


IcmySC full | 3 Tim 4.14» 2 T1 1. 6.they ordained thus, and I know 
hic ſatrnmna rs | 
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Whether tt be neceſſary in the Ordaining of one| 
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low. I know nothing can be anſwered to that Argu- 
ment, . As the Apoſtles ordained Goſpell Preachers, ſo they 
ought to be ordained ; but they alwaies in their Ordinati= 
ons made uſe of Impeſiticn of hands. Hy 

2. Nay, ſecondly, They aid not only make uſe of it, but 
they expreſt the whole Act of Ordination by it; which 
ſrould argue it a materiall thing,t 7799.5,22.1 7:99.41 4- 
Atts 14.23. 2 Tim 1.6: 

3. Initsrelating to Goſpel-Worſhip it ts dangerous not 
to beep cloſe to our Coppy, God mult giverules himſelf for 
his Houſe, and when we have them we mult not judge 
them needleſs, and fay thething may be done without 
them, | 

4.-It is a Rite that hath much in it; 

I. Certos de officio reddebat ; It aflured and ſealed up 
the Office, (ſaith Aretizs) for by this Ggne the party re- 
ceives plenam docendi poteftatem, a full power to preach. 
I wonder to read that, and find him within a few lines 
before call it /ibera ceremonia, afree ceremony. 

2. Saith Aretins,. it ſignifies, that the Miniſters ſuffi- 
ciency is from God, in whole name hands are laid rpon 
him. | 
'- 2. 1t is a ſign to them of the Preſence of God with 
them, Pſalm. 139-5, &Cc. they are-under the protecting 


hand of God. 
4. Itis a ſign of Gods heavy hand will be upon thew 


if they dothe Lords work negligently, 1/a.5.25, 1 Kings 
5,7 9. Ezra 3«17,18. 

5. Saith Aretins ) Aamonet Gubernationes divine, it 
admoniſheth the: Minifter, that he is totake his Rules 
from God, his Orders fiom him, God-1is to governe 


him, FC. 
6. Polanns adds another reaſon, viz, T hat he that #5 


» Ordained might know he was now given upto the Lord, 


and to his Church. And 
7 That the diguity of the Miniſtry might be commens 


L 3 ded. \ 


[1 


Sce A7tt. Prob, 
Theol / CF» 

P. 360,351: 
vSce Pol. Synt, 
I,2.pÞ.841. 


See Hity, Zan, 
l.4 786, 

See Buchan. 
LIC.ae miniſleris 
f. 40, 
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| Aret, Problem, 


Theol.loc.65. 


See Din, Acco, © 


p-29, 

Chem. logcom. 
de Ecceefia, 
p.138.b. 

Sce Ant.iial.de 
woe , Paſto, 


| Pag.5Os 


Sec l.orinium 

in ARt,E.s. 
Note that the 
Papiſts gene- 
rally hold it a 
Sacrament ; 
And Mr, Calv, 
L.4,inſtit.c, 3+ 
hath ſuch an 
opinion of it, 
that in ſome 
ſenſe he con- 
fefſerh he 
couldſo call 
16 


is Verms conſcetudo, & Patriarcharum temporibus dnita, 


| thorities might be {pres Chemmitins witneſſeth, it 


—————_— + —— RR. 


 Vindicis Miniſterii E vangelici. | 


ded to the Charch , that the Church might look upon 
him as one ſet apart by God, and given, and ſent by God 
to them, | | 

8. It was a fign that the Lord would give him gifts of 
his Spirit fit for hs work, 

Concerning the ſignificancy of this right you may 
read more, Chemmni.loc.com,de Eccleſia, p. 137,133,139- 
and Calv.1.4.Inſtit.c 3 ſett.16. & c,10.ſett.20, 

5. Afiftthreaſon I have for it is the Grneral prattice 
of the Churchzs of Chrift mall Aget. Aretins tels us it 


4 Chriſto obſervata, ab Apoſtols Eccleſiam relitta, & 
hodre uſurpata; an ancient Cuſtome oblerved by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and the Patriarches after them, andin 
uſe in his time, Jt were endleſs to produce all the Au- 


was the practice of the Latherau Churches. What was 
the Pratice of the Tygarine Churches you may under- 
| ſtand by Peter Martyr ; and what the Calviniſts Judg- 


ments are in it you may know from what I have before 
Cited out of him: It is poſſible ſome Churches might 
have alower opinion of it, but I ſay, The molt of the 
Churches of Chriſt have conſtantly retained it. It were 
an caſte matter to produce a cloud of Witneſſes : But I 
ſuppoſe thoſe that are againſt me in this know, that all 
Antiquity(almoſt )is againſt them. 

Let me therefore anſwer what ObjeQions they have 
againſt the retaining of this Rite : which we heare was 
diligently practiſed by the Apoſtles, and retained by the 
Generality of the Churehes of Chriſt fince. And I ſhall 
not ipend muchtime, but refer the Reader to that judi- 
cious traft of Dr Seaman, wherein he largely vindicates 
the uſe of th r:ght from the ObjeQions made againſt 


it. I will only Anſwer one which 1 heare moſtly urged 
againlt jt, | 


The Apoſtles gave the holy Ghoſt by Impoſiticn of 
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hands, if you can bring us any Presbjters can conf:rre the 
bely Ghoſt by laying on of their hands, we ſhall (nbmir 10 
an Impoſtion of hands. 

1.D.Seamas anſwers this Argument various ways.p.69 

2. But if there be any ſence init, it is this, that being 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are ceaſedgthere- 
fore this Rit: # alſoceaſed which was wont ro be uſed 
in the givivg of thoſe gifts. 

3. It this beall,by the ſame Argument, Praying ſhould 
be ceaſed too, becauſe At+8.179.Peter and JohnPrazed that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; and having Prayea, 
Ve-19 they laid their hands os them and they receivedthe 
Holy Ghoſt ; y ea,and Baptiſme too, for Als 19 6.when 
they were Baptized they laid their hands on them and 
they received the Holy Ghoſe. D 

4. It is true, twice weread that the 'Apoſtlestaid their 
hands on ſome and they received the Holz Ghaſt,. 4 1.8. 
17. A#.19.6.yea,and a third time, Af.g.17.But we can 
ſhew our Brethren an Orarnation in which /mpoſiton if 
hanss was uſedto them that had received the HolyGholt, 
Atts 14.3: Paxl hadreceived the Holy Ghoſt by the i22- 
poſition of Ananias havds, 44 8.17. Thefeventhat were 
choſen were fall of the Holy Ghoſt before they were cho» 
ſen, Aft.6.5. yet the Apoſtles ordained them to their Of- 
fice by :mpoſitron of hands, Att,6 6.50 that it is plaine that 
the Apoſtles uſed 1:npoſition of hands in Ordrmation when 
thoſe that were ordained yet did not receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, tor they had before received him, 

So that although the Holy Ghoſt be not now to be gi- 
ven by the impolition of the hands cf any, yet this ſv- 
lemne right ct Ordination js not to be omitted by thoſe 
that make a conſcience of walking according to Apo- 
ſtolicall Rules and Pra&ices, for the Apoſtles themietves 
61d not omit it towards thoſe that bad before received 
the holy Ghoſt, nor can any without fin do it. 

There is yet one pracallQueſtion more which I ſþa!l 
ſpeak to-in a few words, 
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Queſt. V. 


Whether (hriſtians may lawfully beare ſuch 
preach as are not Miniſters, but meerely 
gifted perſons defiredto exerciſe thetr gift? 
Whether they may attend without Sin upon 
ſuch Preaching, neglefling others layfully 
Ordained? And whether they can look up- 

| onthe preaching of ſuchunordained perſons 

44 a ptublike Ordinance of God from which 

they may expett a bleſſing for their ſoules? 


dz Etore I ſhall poſitively determine this 
PD Queſtion, I ſhall cleare it from mi- 
FP; takes to which purpoſe obſerve theſe 
&, things. 

$ There is an hearing which i a natu- 

29D c#) rall ation, it is the aR of the Senfi- 
tive part of our Soules, with which we help our ſelves ; 
thus a man heares a zale that i told, and heares News 1n 
the Exchange ; with this hearing a man ſerves himſelf, 
either for profit or pleaſure, bearing ſuch things as pleaſe 
his Fancy, and tend to his information in the affaires of 
the World ; this is not the hearing ſpoken of ; but there 
is an Hearing, Which is our duty avd homage to God. 


God 
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God hath ſaid, Heare and your ſoules ſhall live, Iſa, 55.3. 
as Chriſt muſt be heard. 7 w:Þ raiſe you xp # Prophet,faith 
God, . hins ſhall you heare. Thus Chriſt bids bis Diſciples 
Heare them which fit im Moſes his Chaire, The Queſtion 
is concerning this, whether a Chriſtian in hearing a gifted 
Brother (that is not ordained) payes his homage of hea- 
ring to God ? Whether he may heare him upon that ac- 
count, that Faith may be wrought in hs ſoule, which 
cames by. Hearing, Rom.10. 17, 

It is one thing for Chriſtians to go to heare ſuch when 
they can heare xane elſe.; in ſuch caſes you have heard 
they may preach, and we may heare ; But it is 4#9tber 
| thing,when Miniſters preach inthe 1ime of thoſe publiks 

Ordinances, when Chriſtians may be there to heare them, 
ro-ſpend time in hearing thole that are not ſent of God, 
and in the meane time negle& the liſtning to thoſe that 
are ſent by him; this is a Contempt of the Ordinance of 
God, and a profaniag of his holy Day. 

There # a difference betwixt hearing one preach that 
i mot ordained, when he preacheth for triallto a Church, 
' that he may be approved. Thus you have heard they may 
.preach; and another thing, #0 heare ſuch as are runners 
and not ſent, nor deſired to be ſent,otherwilſe than by their 
own Naturall [c/:»atio» and Pride. 

It is one thing to do this /gnorantly, and in Simplici- 
ty of heart, when Chriſtians do not know but ſucha one 
whom they heare is lawfully ordained, and another thing 
for Chriſtians to do it preſuwmprnonſly and wartonly,when 
they do know he is not ordained, and yet will venture 
toſatisfie their itching Eares, and. to fulfill the wanton 
deſires of. their corrupt hearts. 

Having premiſed theſe things, the Poſition which I 
ſhall maintaine is this, 

That it ts ſufull and unlawful for any Chriſtians on the 
Lords daies, or at any other times, when they may attend 


apon the preaching of Miniſters in Office, and in ſuch | 
| M4 places © 
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places where there are lawfully ſent $0 198- to ſpend 
their t:me 11 going to heare gifted men not ſent and ordaine 
preachixg, - pening, and applzirg Scriptures, and noleſſe\ 
' than a Contempt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This I ſhall 
' endeavour to make good by thele Arguments : 
It « the duty of all conſciencions Chriſtians to ſet them- 
: ſelves under ſome particular Miniſter as their Paſtor,and\ 
Ames ath book | to heare them conſiantly;this is Gods Ordinance. D. Ames | 
of Conſcience, ' proves that it is the duty of all Chriſtians to ſet them- 
C,24.q.1 ſelves ungey ſome Paſtor, andto joyne a Church, 
1. Becaute of Gods [»nſiitntion, Mat 18.15. 
2; The Flock muſt be nnder an overſight, A. 13, 23. 


Arp.1e 


| have a Shepheard who ſhall feed us in Chritts ſtead. 
3. For our perfett ion and edification,to which end Pa» 
| tors were given, Eph.q-11,12. 
2 | Now theſe Paſtors are to preach conſtantly : fo faith 
the Apoſtle to T imothy, Preach, be inſtant in ſeaſon and 
| out of ſeaſen,&c.and Atts 20.20, eſpecially on the Lords 
' day they ſhould not omit to preach forenoone and after- 


notes, That to the Santtification of that day, exerciſes of 
| publtke worſhip in a Church well conſtitmred, and enjoying 
| her 1. berty,cnght 10 be held forth before and afternoone;and 


Ames ib; p.95- 
Cc. 33.9.4* | 


who (if they be able) negle& preaching the whole Sab- 
bath apon any account whatſoever. 
3. Now it # the anty of Private Chriſtians who have ſet 
themſelves under Paſtors not to negleit them when they do 

reach, For 
I. Towhat purpoſe elſe made they choice of him? 


20.28. 17Pet. 5.2. 1 Theſ.5,12, Heb.13,17.24, 
3. Chriſtiaus own Paſtors, have a more eſpecial diſpens 


lac. 


| A&;20,28: If we be of the Flock of Chriſt wemuſt | 


' woone : Paul preached all that day, As 20,5, Dr. Ames | 


«a _—_ mc A 


| doubtleſle, the practice is irregular of ſuch as are Paſtors, | 


2. He hath aparticular over-fight over them, AR.| 


3.2, This is is M Ba:nes his note on the place,8 (ſaith __ 
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if this were well conſidered it would cure in us, — That 
affeFation of the conflaenc: of trangers when our hearts do 
wot ſo fervently embrace our own.&Cc and p«352.It ſhould, 
faith he, /»/trulÞ prople to depend eſpecially on thoſe who 
are (et over them, for thoſe are they who are furniſhed from 
God in an eminent manner with grace towards thews ; they 
are fooliſh Pigeons that know not their own Lockers, and 
fooliſh ſheep that know not their Shepheards voice, and foo- 
liſh people that know not their Miniſter, 
4.4 Paſtors more eſpecial tie to his own flock then an0» 
ther, Aits 20.28, argues that they are more eſpecially tied 
to him, he is appointed to feed them, 
Now then lay theſe together. 
Private gifted Brethren not ordained are no Paſtors in 
Office (that you have heard ) it is the duty of all Chri- 
{tians to put themſelves under the care of one Paſtor or 
other, for God hath not any where approved of any Ya- 
por Chriſtians. This Paſtor is conſtantly upon the 
ords day to preach before and after Neon;(if he be able) 
they are tyed in conſcience to heare him rather than any | 
other, and it followes, That it 1s fin in them at theſe 
times to heare 1. Such ordinarily as are not their Paſtors: 
2. Such as are no Paſtors at all, but ſelfe-created Prea- 
chers, (o as tonegled their Paſtors. But I ſuppoſe this 
will be anſwered. 
That the liberty pleaded for is not in the time when 
their own PaFors preach, but when they do not, either 
not being able to preach twice on the Lords day,or ſome 
other occaſions intervene. 
T hat then it ſeemes it ts law{ull for Chriſtians to heare 


Je EE 


gifted brethren as any except their own Paſtors. 

It will be requiſite therefore that, 1. Having made my 
proofe thus far, That it ts not lawful for Chriſtians that 
bave choſe themſelves Paſtors, aud ſet themſelves down 


#zder them (as all Chriſtians ſhonld do ) when their Pa- 


M 2 their 


fore ( who are properly to feed them, and watch over | 
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| their ſoules) preach, to n:glett them, to goto heave them! 
| that are not their Paſtors,&c. I (hallby my other Argu- 
| ments prove, 

'  That{put the caſe )that your own Paſtors do not preach 
| at that time, yet if you be in places,and it be at a time when 
0:4 may conveniently heare other Preachers ſent, you can- 
xot lawfully,eſpecially on the Lords day,heare thoſe that are. 
not ſent. but meerly have gift s,&C. | 
Arg. prove it by that place Rexs.10,15, How ſhall they be-|. 
lecve on him of whom they have not heard, and how ſhall 


| 


Dua _ they heare without a Preacher, and how ſhall. they preach 
nn - poterint, ; G 
quid ita ? &Ce except they ve ſent. 


Paris ad (cc, The Apoſtles interrogation is a plaine Negatron, and 
3s much as if he ſhould ſay, They canner beleeve on him 

' of whom they have nat heard, and they cannot heare with<|} 
| out a Preacher, and noue.can preach to thems except they 
| be ſent, This 1s plaine in that T ext, That thoſe that ro to 
Leare, as hearing ts an alt of worſhip, muſt go to thus in« 
' tent, that they might beleeve. Every Chriſtian ſhould 
6s  keare to thi end that he might beleeve. Secondly, Thus 

| they cannot heare without a Preacher, xugvocorrG, with- 

Apoſioius bic ; out an Herald; the very word ſignifies one in Office, a 
diſevit de x * | Preacher, it is poſſible thaftheLord who is nottyed tothe 
x4 ore ' ordinary means may create Faith in the ſoule otherwite, 
rn & quidem , but Preaching of Miniſters in Office is Gods erdinary 
87 cinariis, qui- . mares, Wilaus the Father of the Waldenſes reports 
wr 947 that he. was converted by ſeeing onedye ſaddenly, bat 
4 $8 WA none w':ll therefore ſay, that ſudden deaths are the Or- 

"amt. dinance of God to convert ſoules ; it 1s poſſible, that 
| ——Neae exim ſometimes by private Chriſtians conference,&c.a Chri- 
Deus gratiam | ſtjan may de converted, but theordinary meanes of con 

| / -— rar verting ſculesi s authoritative Preaching. How ſbalt-they 
 abſque 11111 con- | heare withent a Preacler? why, a man may beare a Tale 
| ferre ears poſſe: | that 18.told by his Neighbour without a.Preacher ;:but 
| qugius velit. | the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſuch an hearing as ſhould beget 
| © yes 12440", Faith, and by .which Faith isordinarily begotten in the| 
ad Rom. 39,14 | : foals 
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ſoule. Such an bearing as a man may go out to with (o= 
lemne Preparation and ſerious expettation that God 
ſhould begin and encreaſe faith in his ſoule by. Now thus 
none can here without a Preacher ; and it followes, 
None can preach except they be ſent ,what ſending isthera 
meant-you heard before at largezto be ſure ſomething elſe 
is meant beſides gifts, and a deſire of the Church ; for 
the Apoſtle preſently inſtanceth in the 4pst/cs, who be- 


| 


ſides their inward gifrs, were cz, as you heard beforeg. | 


and they had not the call of the people neither, therefore 
that conld not be the ſending meant, but they bad a mif- 
| fion, ſome of them extraordinary, ſome ordinary too, as 
Paul,&c. The reſult of the Argument is this : 


It is finfull for Chriſtians to go out to heare Gods word. 


from ſuch as are not appointed by God to Preach for the be- 
getting faith in the Soule, when they may heare ſuch as 
are mo by God for the begetting and encreaſing 
Faith. 

The reaſon is plaine, becauſe: they either make void 
the end of hearing, or go about to obtaine it that way by 
which it ordinarily cannot be attained. 

The End of hearing is not to fatisfie anitching Eare, 
but that Faith may be wrought 1n thy ſonle and encreaſt.. 
Now if thou goelt to heare upon any other account thou 
ſinaeſt. And 1n hearing thoſe that are not ordained and 
ſent,thou either negle&elt this End, and ſo mockelt God 
in. his Ordinance ; or, 

Thox goeft about to. obtaine this End by means which 
God never appo nted ,. for God never appointed perſons 
meerly gifted to preach, and authorized them to de his 
inſtruments for the ordinary begetting and encreaſing 
Faith. Now it is fin and preſumptionto thy ſoule to neg- 
lIe&bordinary meanes, .and expect a mercy in an Extraor- 

| dinary way, and I dare ſay that God never yet wrought 
upon any ioule inan extrcordinary way, at a time when it 
wiltully negleRed his ordinary meancs ; many ſoules have 
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been thus perverred, I douvt much whether ever any 
one loule converted yea or noſincerely to God. 

It ts fin for thee or me ſo to heare as [ cannot pray in 
faith for A bi:ſſmng #por1 the Ward heard, This is plaine 
envuzh. 

But t:oſe that in the negle(t of thoſe that are atthori« 
zead. and ſent, and appointed 10 preach, go to heare ſuch 
45 are not ſo ſent and appointed, ſo heare that they cannot 
pray in faith for a bleſſing npon what they heare. This is 
cleare, for we can pray in faith for nothing for which 
we have #0: apromziſe, But ſhew me one promiſe in all 
the Book of God where God hath engaged himlelfe to 
follow the labours of thoſe that break his Order, and run 
before they are ſent with his bleſſing ? if there be none, 


thou canſt not pray for a blefling upon them to thy ſoule, 

| & prayin Faith,for thePromilſe 1s the objeR of thy Faith. 
In inſtituted worſhip what us not commanded or warran- 
ted by example ts ſinfull: But hearing ts inſtituted worſhip, 
that none will deny z and the hearing of ſuch as are not 
ſent, u not warrantedeither by Scripture Precept or pre(i- 
dint, Ergolt is (infull. 
For Preſidents, the Scripture hath not one as you have 
heard, but thoſe rhat preached either were ſuch as had an 
extraordinary Ot ordinary miſſion. 
For Precepts we have not any, the Sheep heare the 
Shepheards voice, Joh.1o.1, The people were to heare 
T imothy,1 T iwe.44.16, The Gentiles were to heare Paxl, 
Atlts 15.7. The Seribes and Phariſees were to be heard, 
Mate 23.3. butit was becauſethey ſate in Moſes ſeat,V-2, 
Aoſes and the Prophets were to be heard, Mar 16.31. 
But for hearing of every one that hath gifts, there is not 
the leaſt word for it. Nay, 
If I miſt ake not, we are commanded not to heare them, 
Jer.23.16. Thus ſaith the God of hoſts. Hearken not tg 
the Prophets that prophecy wnto you, they make you Vaine, 
they ſpeak, a viſion of their own hearts, and not ont of the 
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month of the Lord ; nowlook v.21, who theſe Prophets 
are, I havenot ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran, I have 
not ſpoken to them, yet they prophecied; ver.25. they were 
ſuch as ſaid, [ have dreamed, | have dreamed, we have 
"revelations, revelations, &c, See the like, Jer. 25. 14,15. 
It is certainc, faith Chemnitizs, from the Word of God, 
that none 15 to be heard in the Church who is not law- 


| fully called;either immediately or mediately,yea,faith he, 


Churches onght not,and cannot with any benefit to their 
ſoules heare ſuch as have not the tokens of an orderly cal- 
ling, 


Arg .6. For Chriſtians unneceſſarily to yun their 
ſoules upon temptations, and out of the premiſe of Goas 
bleſſing is ſinfull and unlanfull. This none will deny. 

But now for Chriſtians to ſpend their time in hearing 
ſuch as are meerly gifted perſons, and have nuthing to do 


are ſent with authority, s for Chriſtians to yun ont of Gods 
bleſſings, and upon temptation. This I ſhall eaſily prove. 

I .T hey run ot of Gods bleſſing, for there is no promiſe 
made by God to ſuch preachers or hearers, but on the 
contrary thoſe that run before they are ſent are threatned, 

2. They r#n upon temptations, This I ſhall make out 
to you by conſidering two things : 

1. Thoſe at auy rime that leave Gods ordinary meares, 
and take ſuch as are extraordinary, both tempt God, and 
run upon temptations themſelves: now that preaching of 
ſuch as are ſent is the ordinary meanes of converting 
Soules, I have ſhewed you from Rom.To. 14,15: 

But ſecundly, There can ſcarce be inftancesprodnced 
of any that went about this work. not orderly ſent, but the 
Lord left them to their own Hearts that they prophecieg 
lies in the name of the Lord, and were notorious falſe tea» 


[ ebers, though men of eminent parts : Thefirſt we read 


of werethe Prophets, Jer. 3.21. they ran before they 
ef the 
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ropreach, when they may better ſpend it in hearing ſuch as 
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Lord, yea, the deceits of their own hearts, It is not idly 
conjeAured by many, that the Lord gave up Origen to 

erre ſo many waies as he did, for this negleR, of under- 

eaking the worke of ordinary preaching out of Gods or- 

der; tor Novatian (who Cyprias ſaith ordain'd himſelfe) 
' the Learned know his grols Hereſfies. The Anabaptiſts 
in Germany Were ſelf-ordained Preachers too, how 
many deteltable doAtrines they embraced, any one that 
reades Bullinger, $leydan, &c,will ſee. Our time isfull of 
theſe men,, and where is almoſt any of them, though 
| ſound profeſlors before, but are tainted, either with Ar- 
zminiaz, or Pepiſh,or Antinomian,or eAnabaptiſticall Te- 
nets,and thole that live longer will ſee it. every day more 
and more. Nor are there wanting many thou{and ſad. in- 
(tances in our dates, of perſons that ſeemed Profeſſors, 
yea, and zealous Profeſſors, that have ſuckt in Principles 
of Apoſtacy, both from truth and holineſſe, from theſe 
Preachers whoſe word eates as doth aCanker, ((aith the 
| Apoſtle.) 

For Chriſtians to partake of other mens fins, and en- 
.conrage them in ſinning, us ſinfull and lawfull, Rev. 18. 4. 
Exh.5.7. But for Chriſtians to heare thoſe that are not 
ſent, ts to partake of their fins, and to encourage them in 
fruning. Ergo,This is plaine, for I have already pro- 
ved, that it is fin in them ſo to preach, Now preaching 
and hearing are Relatives, I partake of their ſin in hea- 
ring wilfully, thoſe that I know fin in preaching. His 
preaching is a £», and ſo.a work of darkneſle, with which 
[ exght to have ns fellowſhip, Eph. 5.11. 
Beſides, ſuch Chriſtians Enconrage them in preaching, 

(and ſo in ſinging) it berng their fin to preach: For if they 
had no hearers they would not preach long to the walls, 


theſe Preachers. 


I ſhall only adde one Caution, which I forgat before, 
viz, Though Impoſirion of hands bc 2 Rite which. was 
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Vindicie Miniſterii Eyangelici, 
Y, nually uſed by the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, and the 
:Mitive Churches ; upon which account I conceive 1t 
annot without ſin be omittedin bim that deſires the Of- 
ice of a Biſhop, ( Apoſtolicall pratice being of the Na- 
ure of a Goſpell ;nzunAion to us, as in caſe of the alte. 
ation of the Sabboth, ) 


Yet if one hath given up himſelf to the work of the 
Miniſtry, and be called by a Church, and examined, 


| 


to the work by the talting and prayer of the Presbytery, 
inthe preſence of the Congregation, though he hath not 
(in his Ordination) ſuch im9poſeri0n of hangs,cither in re- 
card the Church aſeth not that right,or in regard of ſome 
Scruples in his own breaſt aboxt it ; yet I dare not ſay, [+ 
i unlawfull to heare ſuch a oxepreach, for the maine re- 
quilite in Ordination is a So/emne ſetting apart of the per- 
on by faſting and prayer of the Presbytery, in the preſence 
of aCharch ; yetto take away this ſcruple from Chriſti- 
ans, it were to be deſired, that thoſe that deſire the Office 
if Mmiſfters would conſider what they do in ſlighting 
hat Apoſtolicall Rite,and conſider how ill they can pre- 
end conſcience in a thing for which they have not the 
-alt place of Scripture that can be an occaſion of ſcruple 


themes 


proved, tried, and approved, and then ſolemnly ſet apatt | 
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